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Oreenville, 8, C.1 July 261 1868.
Rrv. J, M. C. Bamxen:

Dear Brother-The undersigned were appointed a Committee by tho

Board of Ttusteee of Furnrln Univcreity, to eolicit, for publication a copy

of yourAddrees, delivered before the Baptist Feurale College of Oreen.

ville, on Commeneernent Day. Compliance with the above requeet will

gleatly oblige them. Yery sincerely yours,

s. A. DUNcaN, 
1

J. c. LANDBUM, I' Commit{,ee.

W. P. HILL, )

Rnvs. I[. A, Duxcrw, lwp Otrrnng:

Reu. and Dear Brel,hren-Though my Addrees was iotend€d only for'

tbe occasion vhich called it forth, if ite publication sball tend to tlre

advaacement of the interests it eeeks to promote, I ehnll be entiefied.

Very respectfully, your brother iu Christ,

J. M. C. IJII,EAKER.
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I'r is scarcely possible for nre, Young Ladies and

Brethren, to feel onlg an ordinary interest on the pres-

ent occasion I for, as I look out upon the many fair
and happy faces that norv greet me, I cannot but
recall the time, rvhen, on a similar occasion, I hail
the honor to minister at this altar of festive enjoy-

ment. Within the eleven years that have passed since

then, what changes do I behold ! changes both sad

and pleasing. Ifon' few of that numerous colnpany
are present norv I aud that few how changed ! Some

in their tender bloom, and others in maturer years,

have drooped and fallen amid the blighting frosts of
life's untimely witrter, or been transplanted in undy-
ing verdure into the heavenly paradise ; while those

u'ho remain, have ripened into rvomanhood, and have,

ere now, exchanged the mirth and day-dreams of the

girl and maiden for the sober realities and varied expe-

riences of the rvife and mother. And this beauti-
ful mountain nursery, too-the scene to .me of sorne

of the fondest memories which the heart holds dear-
has felt no less the hand of time in the new and

attractive features rvhich it has assumed. But most of
all am I struck with the fact, that the young and ten-
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cler platrt, thett iu early blootn, tras ltow gro\l'n llp k)

tlre rnaturity of this noble, irrtelleetual fotester, lvith

its erpatrdirrg boughs declied rvitlt the beauty and

lovcliuess of more than a lnrndrcd fair and fragrant

llolvglsf5-lvatched, atrd gttarded, and cultured by

thc strong, the giftcd, lhe loving attd the pttre.

Notrle rvork tltis, ye guardians of the best interests

of the best beings that God ever made ! And I heart-

ily congratulate you ott lhe abundant stlccess rvhich

hts alrearly crol'ned your effbrts. I, too, have toiled

in this lovely field; and I can trtlly say, that it rvas

to lne a '( labor of lover" from rvhich nothing but a

stenr seuse of duty cottld ever have'rvithdrawn nre.

And hercin is suggested arrd. illustrated that peculiar

ityfluence of rvomatt rvhich gives occasion and import-

lncc to thc means employed for her culttlre. I hesi-

tatc not to say it, tltat tlte influence rvhich rvonran is

srrited to excrt over tlte ltappiness and destinies of our

race, is sccotrd ottly to that of Deity hirnself ! You

havc atr iutimation of this in the significatrt fact, that

rve are irrdebted to lter both for ottr ruin and our deliv-

erance. She has been itr turn, as all history tells us,

tlre richest blessing and lhe direst curse that has ever

fallen upon man. IIer gerrtle itrflueuce steals over his

heart lihe the steady rvinds of heaven, either bearing

the ocean-bark of his destiny onward to its peaceful

haveu, or forcing it from its proper course, and dashing

it rrpon tlre hidden rocks rvhiclt lie in its way.

TVO}TAN-HER TNUE ITISSION AND EDUCA?ION. 7

tror,uuo,"'r, ,it, miglrty no*"., ,,n,ri" the wind, is,

iu some degree, trnder our control. We may inerease

or dirninish its quantity, and determine also its direc-

tiott. To do this, is the proper ainr of education. The

irrfluence of a truly educatetl woman is wholly difler-

ent, both in kind and degree, from that of an unedu-

cated one. It is the design of female edttcation to

prepare woman to fulfill the high and peculiar mission

rvhich God and nature have assigned her. Horv it is
to do this, will depend first on lrnorving what that mis-

sion is.

To a certain extent, the mission of rvoman is the

same rvith that of man. She, in common ivith tlte
stronger sex,.was sent into this rvorld to glorify God,

and to prepare for the nexL This is the great problem

of human life; and unless the gifts and faculties we

possess, aud the time rvhich God lras allotted tls, are

sacredly devoted to the solution of this problem, our

whole life is a failure, and the purposes of onr exist-

ellce are frustrated forever ! This is true of every

human being. But then, in addition to, or rather iu
prrrsuance of this leading aim of life, there is a spectal

mission appropriate to lvomall, plainly distinguishable

from that of man.

Some there are rvho would degrade woman to the

place of a mere domestic, entitled to no training but

that which shall render her the more serviceable to her

lordly companion. Others, claiming to be more
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erlightened, see in lrer onlv a being of sensibility arrd

refinemeut, delicate and frail, both in body and mind,
and suited ouly, like the butterfly or the gay flower, to

beguile the passilg moment, and relieve somervhat

the tedious hours of life. Others still, regard her as a
being of commaudiug intellect, and eapable of becom-
irrg tlre equal of man, ltot only in scieuce and
literature, but in the turrnoils of business, in lhe marts
of trade, the corrrts of justice, and the halls of legisla-
tion. These viervs rve deem errorreous : but. like most
errors, they are exaggerations of truth.

Physiologically and mentally, man is the sterner
and woman the gentler sex. Nature has plainly utade

them so:

" For contemplation, he nnd valor fornred ;
For softnese. she nnd sweet nttrlctive gmce;
He for God ouly, ebe for God nutl bim."

'{'Ihis," says a distinguished living author. and educa-

tor, ('is as apparent in the sports of the child as in the
pursuits of maturer age. The female milrd is rather
quiet and timid than fiery and daring, and rather
admires than covets the great exploits of the other
sex. To command a ship in its voyage rorrnd the
rvorld, or to explore the Arctic seas ; to ascend the Alps,
the Andes or the Ilimalaya mountains, and measure

their heights ; to fell the trees of the forest and build
nerv cities I or to descend into the caverns of the eafth
and disemborvel ttrem of theil treasures, arc feats as

lit

xqq
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rrnnatural to rvoman as they are natlual to man. She

is better adapted to the countless little assiduities by

which she administers to the every-day wants of others,

than to those great and perilous undertakings which

require a lion's strength and courage. No; rude

savage nature is not to be subdued by her toils and

exhausting fatigues. To her belong the gentler arts

of quiet life and retirement' where she has power to

soften and refine the heart of him who is accustomed

to battle with the elements and the forces of external

nature.t'*
The intellectual powers of woman are neither equal

nor unequal to those of man. They are diferent;

better adapting her to the special work aisigned her,

and disqualifying her for the work reserved to him.

Her intellect partakes of the qualities of her sensitive

nature. (6 It actsrt' as one has said, ('rather through a

chain of electricity than of reasoning. Its perceptions

of truth come, as it were, by intuition. It is under

the influence of a heart that has deep and unfathom-

able wells of feeling; and truth is felt in every pulse,

rather than reasoned out and demonstrated."f Accord-

ingly, she may surpass him in works of taste and

sensibility, in moral tales, in the composition of letters,

and in certain kinds of history; but in the abstruse

sciences, and in the bolder flights of genius, she is

* Rev. Dr. Sears, in Bibliothpca 8acta,l,ol,10' p. 488. I Rev. Dr. Seers.
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generally inferior to him. The literary history of the
trvo sexes, had we time to produce it, rvould fully sus-

tain this remark. This all goes to point out their
respective spheres and missions.

" When manrt'says an eminent French writerr.s goeth

forth from his house and gives himself to his labor
until the evening, he chooses outrvard activity for his
task, public life for his domain, and. the world for his
theatre. What do I say ? he presents himself in the
sight of the angels, and places himself in affinity with
the entire universe He cannot carry too far the name
and the image of that God whom he has a mission to
represent, not only upon the earth, but before the rvhole
creation. To resist the feeling rvhich calls him to go

forth, in order to shnt himself up within the narrow
circle of the domestic hearth, this would be, on his
part, weakness, forgetfulness of himself, infidelity to

his mission; nothing more remains but to put a spin-
dle into his hands and a distaff at his feet "

" lJnt it is altogether different with rvoman - the
heart is her theatre I the domestic life her sphere ; the
in-door activity her work; and the long hair with
which the Apostle is pleased to see her covered, is an
emblem of an .entire .existence, hidden and silent, in
the bosom of rvhich sheaccomplishesrmost faithfully,
and most honorablyr:the primary obligations of her
sex. ' W'omanr' says a great writer of the age, 6 is a
florver which emits not .its ,perfume except in the

WOMAN_IIEE TRUE MISSION AND EDUCATION. II

shade.' To retire from notice, to remain quiet, to

devote herself to her dependents, to keep the house,

to lovern her family, /i.is is her modest ambition"*

How much more sensible and true to nature this,

than the prating of those pretended reformers, rvho

falsely style themselves the advocates of woman's

rights, and who would alter the entire structure of soci-

ety in the realization of their absurd schemes ? Di'l

it ever occur to these persons that '6 the highest of

woman's rights is the right tobe arooman'?" They

wish to see her holding public olhces and sharing

equally with the other sex in the honors of political

life. Didtheyevercalculatetheeffectof this ? " Horv

ilelightful it would ber" says one, '3 to see eitlrtr a spin-

ster or a tender mother sitting the live-long day in

courts of justice, listening to the details of crime and

corr'uption of every form, hearing the sophistry, the

wrangling, and the Billingsgate of pettifoggying law-

yers, and pronouncing, at last, the inexorable sentence !

How refreshing it would be, in social furtercourse, to

.enjoy thb delicate conversation of buch blushing ladies,

those angels of charity and innocence to which the

-heart of man is in such willing bondage ! Antl
.during a political campaign, when rival f,emale 'candi-

dates should, as the leaders of faction, harangue the

multitude, how fine it would be, as Addison sqme-

* Rev, Dr. Monod.
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in some tlegree rvithout it, but much mote will she do

this with it. The fragrance of her charms may be

emitted even in their wild and uncultured' luxurious-

ness; but let them be subjected to the generous train-

ing of a skillful intellectual floriculture, and the im-

provement will be as visible and as sensibly felt as in

the natural worltl.

And here permit me to sayr Young Ladies, that the

charms to which I allude do not consist in mere out-

ward beauty or symmetry of person' Without deny-

ing the value and attractiveness of this gift of naturet

it must still be held in subordination to those qualities

which appertain to the soul. Beauty of person can

never supply the place of beauty of soull much less

can it atone for deformity in this. A human being is

physical, intellectual and moral; and the pvfection

of beauty in such a being must, therefore, include all

these-must appertain to the persont the mind anil

the heart Of the three, however, the first is clecidedly

inferior to lhe second antl thircl' We may admire a

handsome face, unassociated with intellectual and

moral excellence, but it is both irrational and impossi-

bleto loae it, when that fact is known-as nruch so

as it is to love the cold and lifeless embodiment of

this in marble or on canvas I but even where this

outward beauty is wanting, we can truly love the pos-

sessor of the noble and lovely spirit which dwells with-

in-yes, and under the influence of that love, be led

t-
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ll%

ll where observes, to see a pretty bosom heaving with

ll party rage, and a pair of stays ready.to burst with
ll sedition !"*

ll tn" poet of the Seasons has beautifully and graphi_

ll catlV sketched the mission of woman, in its leading
li parts, rvhere he says:lt '

ll I To train tlre frrlirge o'er the enovy lavn I

ll T guide tlre peocil, turo tlre runefui page;

ll To lend new favor to tbe fruitful year,

ll And heighten nature'e drinries; in th"i, race

ll fb renr the gracee in0o seeond life ;

ll fo give aociety its bighest tsste;

ll yell-ordered home mao,e beet detight to n:ake I

ll lnd by eubmiseive wiedom, modeeiskill,

ll With every gentle, car.e"eludiog nrt,

ll T" raise tbe virtues, animnte tLe blies,

ll |nd gweeteo all the toile of hunrnn life;
ll Tbis be the female digoicy and praiee 1,,

tl

ll The great and GodJike mission of woman, then, is,

ll tite an angel of mercy, as she is, to fill the world with
ll p"tu and healthful iufluences, and to imbue the heart

ll of man with the patience, serenity and. innocence of
fl ner own genrle, trustful, loving spirit

ll And the design of education is, to fir her in the

ll hi8hest degree for the possession and exertion of th;s

ll influence. It needs no argument to show that educa_

ll tion is essential in woman to the highest development

ll of this influence, and, therefore, to the proper execu_

li tion of her mission. She may exert this influence
il-
li
ll * Rev. Dr. Seare.
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to itrvest the outrvard form rvith an ideal but none
the less effective beauty; just as many of you rvill do
as you return, at the completion of your studies, to
your loved and unforgotten homes. It may be a sim_
ple ancl unadorned cottage that contains the loved and
loving ones, 'lvhom you are eager again to embrace I
but, horvcver it may appear to olhers, as the home of
your fond ancl earliest memories, and as the abode of
your dearest possessions, it has, even in its sintplicity
and rudeness, a beauty and a loveliness in comparison
rvith rvhich the splendor of gorgeous palaces is as insi_
pidity anil dullness. It is tlre living,loving spirit .rvith_

in, that invests the outrvard form .rvith a fascination
unapproachable rvithout it. And some of you may
lrave .witnessed a still more impressive illustration of
this. The outrvard. beauty of some loved one_it ntay
be a fond mother-like the bright hues of summer,
have faded from her once beautiful face, and the chill-
ing rviucl of life's rvintry cares and sorro.ws may have
dirnmed the lustre of her eye, but has that rnotherrs
face lost any of its beauty to you ? you may call it
less beatrtiful, but do you, can you, feel it to be so ?

No, no, rro ! Summerts heat and winterrs chill may
mar and furrotv that lovely visage, but never, no nev-
er, not even rvhen cold in death, will it lose its enchant_
ing porver, or fail to attract the quenchless ardor of
your heart's devotion ! Thus we see, in the language
of another, that (3 the highest type of beauty is never

WO}IAN_HER TRUE MISSION AND EDUCATION' 15

merely physical; it is the out-gleamings of internal

virtues, of sweet graces of cltaracter:

" Ay, ft,r the soul is better thru its fi'ame'

The spilit, tlrln its temple. Whtt's the brow,

Or llre eye's lrtstre, ot' the step of air,

Ol ct,lor. but the besfitiful links thrrt choin

'I'be nriud ftom ils rare elettreut' It' sleeps beueat'h

l'he out$nl'd semblnnce, nnd to conrmon siglrt

Ic an iuvisible and lriddeu tlring."

" Wlten these moral and intellectual elements exist

within a woman's soul, they will give such a sweet

radiance to her life, such an expression to her cotlnte-

nance, that whatever may be her physical configura-

tions, she will be lovely in the eyes of all, and most so

in the eyes of those rvho know her besi. Ah ! she

has rvhat rvill make her beautiful rvhen her dark hair

shall be rvhite rvith the sno'ws of many winfsls - 
wtrs11

the brightness of her eye shall be climmed rvith tear-

ful sorrorvs, the rose of her cheelc faded and the sym-

metry of her form gone.t'x Of such a woman, we

may well say with Mr. Bancroft, " Her presence in

this briery world is as a lily anlong thorns-"

It is easy to see norv rvhat constitutes true female

education. As it is the inner graces of mind' and

heart that chiefly give her her wondrous influence, her

education must cottsist chiefly in the cultivation of

thue, and not so much itt attentions to the lighter

* Rev. Dr. Baldwin.
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no reason rvhv fernale education should be materiallv
diverse from ttrat of the other sex. The intellectual
and moral potvers of the one are substantially the
same rvith tbose of the other, arrd are quite as suscepti_
ble of cultivation. Besides, if womarr, as God and
natrlre designed her, is to be the companion of man,
she must be similarly educated, or that companion_
ship will be of a very linrited and inferior charaeter,
and her chief mission, which is to influence the heart
and life of the stenler sex, u,ill prove a failure; for
whatever may be the effect of first impressions, arising
fronr persoual and outward attractions, no womau
whose education consists only or chiefly in these, can
lorrg command the respect.. or influence the cond.uct,
of an educated man. If she is fitted to shine only in the
circles of fashiorr and gayety, at places of amusement,
and in the repartee, the small_talli arrd the chit_chat of
the drarving-roorn or the soiree, her irrflue.ce wi[ be
felt ouly at those places aud periods. She may there
reign rvith queenly attraction and power, but her reign
will be as transient as it is valueless. She may there
achieve numerous couquests, and by the subtle spell
of her charms compel even genius and learning to do
homage at her shrile_yes, and to sue wittr acceptance
for her hand; but it will be only to entail disappoint_
ment, sorrow and disgust upon hirn, and wretched-
lless uporr herself

" He that is weary of lris villnge-pl*in,.
Ilrrv love tlre Erleos of tlre rvorld in vtitl; ,iiiJ n,tt tlre etlt'-crorvned cliff, ol cdtirrilct's flow'
1'lre eof[et foliage or tlte greettet' glorv,
'l'lre lake ,tf sappltire or tlle 8p;rr lturrg cnve,

'flre brighter sutlset ttr tlte btoarler rvttve.

Cuo *oinr his he:rrt s'ltortr every breeze bas blovn
To evely strore, forgetful of lris owu"'
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Do not misutrderstand me. I do not object to the

outward Bracesr but only to their undue prominence

alld culttue, to the exclusion of the more solid acqrri-

sitions of the lteart aud intellecL Thev are necessarv'

indtspeusably necessary, to tlle savor and effective-

ness of trtte female excellence; btrt they are necessary

only as the adornmeuts of lias-only as tlte flower

is to the tree rvhich it beautifies.

The true value of education in rvomatt, is to be de-

termined by its adaptedness to render her the charm

attcl magnet of home. This, this is her special sphere -
her throne, her dominion, her empire; and this, under

God, is tlre sottrce of all that is great and good in the

character and achievements of mortals' The love of

'horn" is the almost certain and invariable companion

of virttte and happiness iu any bosom' rvhile ttre

abseuce of this, or a dislikc of home, or a preference

for other places, is an equally invariable concomitant

of vice and misery. A being rvithottt 4 hsv2s-a vssf-

less, homeless rvanderer-a fashionable, pleasure-

seeking-brrt-ncver-finding vagrant of ttre wide, wide

'ivorld, is little less than thc exact coulltcrpart of ttre

first sad " fugitive and vagaborrd in the earth'"
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ers, particnlarly of the young, seek by every proper
mealrs to fill them with the love of home. Let this be
made to ttrem the nrost attractive spot orr earth. Let
it first be invested with charms, and then let them be
trained to feel and enjoy them_yes, at almostarryprice
Here, and here only, will they be shielded from the
snares of the tempter and the poisonons influence of
precocious depravity. Here they will acquire those
tastes and principres which wilr render thern deaf to
the voice of temptation, and invulnerable to the shafts
of vice. Oh, eould the rising generation be universal-
ly imbued with this heaven_like love of home, the
darl< deluge of sin, which now covers so large a por-
tion of the moral world, would soon be assuaged, and.
a regenerated earth rvould again (. rejoice and blossom
as lhe rose.r,

Chiefly to woman belongs the higtr, the momentous
duty, of arvakening and fixing this essential passion of
the soul. This is her rvork There can be no such
tbing as home without her. She is its very life and
spirit, rvhether as daughter, sister, wife or mother. Her
voice is its melody_her smile, its sun_light_her
sympathy, its solace_her gentle ministry, its sweet
nsss- l1s1 presence, its glory. Under her magic influ-
ence, the father forgets the cares and turmoils of the
day-the brother turns away from his books and
sports-the husband reposes amid his wearisome

18 woMAg-fiER TnuE MrssroN AND EDUCATToN. woMAN-rrDn rRUE MrssroN AND EDUCATToN. l9

toils-and lisping voices resound with gleeful melody.

Happy, thrice happy, the' possessor of this wondrous

power! Yes,

" E"ppy; bappier far tban tbou
With the laurel oo thy brow;
Sbe tbat makeg tbe humbleet haarth
Lovely but to one on eartb."

Young Ladies, be it your chief desire and your

noblest effort, to prepare for this great and GodJike

work. Let all the powers of your heart and mind be

tasked, and all the resources of learning and culture

be laid under contribution for its best accomplishment

Deem it a hateful anomaly, a sinful perversion of
your nature, to be more attractive abroad than at

hems- lrnong strangers than among those who know

and love you besL Here find ample range for the

highest culture and the purest influence of which you

are capable. A solemn and weighty responsibility is

yourc; to discharge which you need something more

than the gifts of nature and the help of man. You

orve it to religion-the religion of Jesus-thatyour sex

now occupies the elevated and enviable position which

ours so generally and cheerfully accords to it Let
that religion find in you its first and best supporters.

For this, you are specially fitted. As one has truly
said, " Female virtue and female charms naturally

cluster around religion. A woman that is a sceptic is

a sinner against nature. Morally, it is the same with

both sexes; but this blight upon human character car-
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rvhich you have hete received and felt, be embo'

rlieil and perpetuated in your future life' Do not

suppose that your educati'on, is now completed, and

that you have trothing more to learn. It is in fact bttt

just beguu. The foundation has been laid, and norv

it is for }rou, under the varyitrg providences and exi-

gencies of life, to builtl up the immortal superstruc-

ture- That structure will not be completed till life's

last hour has passed, and the din of labor has been

hushed amid the silettce and shadows of the tomb'

Patient, gentle, trustful laborer ! Loiter not, rest not

from thy lovely toils. " Work rvhile it is day, fot the

night cometh.)' Go forth in the strettgth of thy Saviour

God, and. amid ttre circling prayers and betredictiotts

of lovitrg, piotrs lrearts; and till tlry noble ntission is

completed, arrd life's toils and cares are ended, cease

not to refresh tlry weary spirit wittr llope's cooling

clraught. Cease rrot to rejoice, that
.( fn thst pure hoDe of lorlear JoY

Earth'r parted frleDds sball meet

lYlth smilen of lore tbat never fadot

And pleasure never diea: And bl€ssedDess @Dplet€:

My Father's bouse, my heaveoly home, Therc' there adieul are muodl unhnorn,

.. There ls s pl8@ of Ercrcil rest,

Far, far beyonil the rkiest

lYlrere beautY imiler etcrorllY,

lfberc 'meDy mansioor' atanil,

Prepared by hanih Dlvlne for all

lrYbo sek ttre better lantl.

Desth frowDs Dot on thst sceD€ ;

But llfe and glorloue beauty rblne

Untmublsd and rorena"

* llev. Dr. Sear.s.
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11 
rts rrrglrest eharm. IIer beauty arrtl attractir.",,"*', ur" li

ll sadty rrnperfect rvithout rerigiol. ll

1l Uesides, iu tlre rrncer{airr{y alrd depend",,"" n"",,lio, ll

ll :o 
,t"r state, how rrnspeal<ably irnportaut that slre kuorv ll

ll ,r".r1 lo drirlr, and to rlrink tleeply, at llris fountairr of li

lJ 
sPu'rtual eonrfort arrd support! arrtl amid rhe merno_ il

Jl "ntr ot her aPproachiug dissolutiou, l,hen all the i1

li n1i.1,t,*trts of beauty and the fascinations of persol li

ll rytll be buried beueath the silent <lrrst, to fcet ttrat li

il 'fi;:f,#,:n:;:'l:,,'"il1"11ffi;;.,he,r.pe 
li

ll illi';nfffi:'iil:J.r" eour eurvive' 
lf

li, su,no of yorr flr'e sooll to retirc fr.onr these lor.ed j'

ll. ::"r,":.ol' toil arrtl Plcasrrr.c, ro scver. thc tics rvlrieh J;ll tncndslriP arrd glatefrrl respect lrirr.e forrncd, antt lo l

li .ut"., elc-lorrg, upoll tltc sobcr nrrrl sojcnrrr realitics of I

I 
lifc. 

. Gocl orrlv lrnorys the unrevealetl lirtrrre .r,,t,i"t, lir, a\yarts you_the parts you are respeetively to llerfonn Iin t'e grcat clrarna of hurna. 
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1 futlrc rvhat it may, Iet it be yours a n""", if," f,i.r, iposition and to discltatgc the sacrecl tr".t 'rr.lri"li. 1,graeious Ileaven lras assigrred yorr. l,ir,", n,ra lor". l,-IY:r rl.. Lcr the rvise and l.aithful"",,,,r",r, 
lf
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