
In The Beginning- - -
BAPTISTS

EDNA AVERY COOK



" iir Tirc llcgir"rr:ing---
l-]Ai-)'i {qT 5" i

*jJ*

lliitt:rl'i'
/_.t I

'I-irc

{}ts i' i}qi,ii5-i' r,.iil jR{._l-i

l!frq'[]ern
\j i ,l ! ir t, ,,,1'l.,11 ,t.,''

Itt-).)-;.).'":

L:ilrii \ r',:t i



rF*****

Dedicated
To
The

Memory Of
The Founders

*:1.*

ELIJAH CLARK
JOHN BRINSON

MARY WILLIS MITCHEL
:f*****



The ELIJAH CLARK HOUSE
Where The Church Was Founded

May ll, 1809

Restored And Used For A Private
Residence



The First Building

Erected 1809-1811

I
&

il *"r*5**.



The Church As It Looks Today

>',

"_ri€

ims]tir

lflirr

Erected in 1848



FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
HISTORY

..IN THE BEGINNING---BAPTISTS''

It is reliably reported that Baptists were in this section even
before New Bern was settled in 1710. Historical writings attest
to the fact that an eminent Baptist minister, one Rev. Paul
Palmer, came to this city in the early 1730's, found some peo-
ple of the Baptist faith and urged that they organize a church.

In 1739, on Christmas day, in the county courthouse, a
famous evangelist by the name of George Whitefield preached
to a large congregation. Although the cause of religion
probably received inspiration from his visit and powerful
preaching, nothing more came of it at the time.

Col. John Whitford records in his Historical Papers
concerning "Newbern's Ole Baptist Church" the following
account of attempts made by several persons to organize a
Baptist Church. He relates that in 1740, the following persons
were arrested for dissenting from the King's religion: John
James, William Fulsher (Fulcher), Frances Ayres (female),
Samuel Harvey, Nicholas Purifoy and John Brooks. Their bail
was set at 40 pounds sterling.

On September 22,1740, with six Justices sitting on the bench,
the following persons appeared before the court and took
oaths of allegiance and supremacy, but dissented from several
articles. These persons were John Brooks, John James, Robert
Spring, Nicholas Purifoy, and Thomas Fulcher. They were
labeled "Dissenting Protestants". Nothing more is heard of
them at this time. We have to wonder what happened to the
female of the group. Perhaps the spelling of the name was
incorrect; it could have been "Francis", and not "Frances".

Again, from our own old records, we find that attempts were
made to organize a Baptist Church. In 1741, three courageous
Baptists, James Brinson, William Fulcher and Nicholas
Purifoy, requested permission to build a church in New Bern.
Records show that their request was denied. They were charged
with a misdemeanor, were probably whipped, bound over to
keep the peace and slapped into jail for three months. For the
remainder of the l8th Century, it is as though a curtain were
tightly drawn. We know nothing more of Baptists in New Bern
for a period of sixty-eight years.
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In 1983 it is interesting to note that we have in our own
church family an elderly woman, Mrs. Annie Mae Fulcher
Gilikin. who is a descendant of Thomas Fulcher.

Again, in the beginning of the 19th century, Baptists in New
Bern come to life, having continued, we believe, to promote
their cause through the dark years of which we have no record.

It was on, May I l, 1809, that the efforts of Baptists in New
Bern were crowned with success. In the front room of the Elijah
Clark House at the intersection of Craven and Middle Streets,
\lr. Clark, Mr. John Brinson and Mrs. Joshua (Mary Willis)
\Iitchell met and organized the "Baptist Church of New Bern."
Ir was years later before it was called "The First Baptist
Church."

Let it be said and understood early on, that from the very
beginning women have played a most important role in the
life of the church.

We have to believe that the instituting of this particular
church was a part of God's Master Plan to promote the
program of missions to the ends of the earth.

From its humble beginning to this day the church continues
to have a place of prominence in the denomination as it seeks

to fulfill the great commission as given in the 28th chapter of
Matthew's gospel.

It was not until lgll that a "Meeting House" was

completed. During this period, all services of the church were

held in the homes of members. It is interesting to note that
services were not held as we hold them today. The main
worship hour was most likely observed in the afternoon. There
were few evening services probably because the main mode of
local travel was walking.

The Clark House, which has been in constant use as a
residence through the years, has been restored and is a most
attractive home.

We learned from old records that in the beginning it set

further back in the triangle on which it was built. At some time
it was moved closer to the point of the lot to make room for
another house.

We wish today that Baptists had secured the title to the
property and made it into a museum to house our memorabilia.

The first minister who preached for the church was an
itenerant named John (Daddy) McCabe. He preached off and
on for the two years while the church was being constructed
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and almost a year afterwards. "Daddy McCabe" was an
eccentric Baptist preacher of the Elias Dodson type. Even
though he never belonged to the church nor was he the pastor,
the church had great love and respect for him and always
considered him a faithful friend. Some years later, one Rachell
McCabe is listed on the church roll. One has to wonder if she
was Rev. McCabes' widow. It is said that he died here and
was buried under the pulpit. Available records do not confirm
that fact, but records do mention that the Baptists' should have
kept their "Ole Church and Graveyard."

Now to the building!
Mr. John Brinson agreed to furnish logs for a meeting house.

We have no record of how the church building lot was
acquired, nor from whom, nor the cost of it. It was situated
in a triangle at the intersection of Queen, Metcalf, and Johnson
streets. The church was erected on the highest point in the
city---20 feet above tide water. It is an interesting side glance
that the church building and Mr. Elijah Clarks' house were
both erected on triangle lots. The lot was #416 on the city map.

The logs from which the timbers were cut were floated ten
miles up the river from Mr. Brinsons plantation. Mr. Elijah
Clark promised to "see to" the cutting of the timber, and to
try to procure the necessary funds for the construction.

Young Zacchaeus Slade, Mr. Brinsons nephew who was only
twenty at the time, drove the team which pulled the logs to
the river. Near the river in the city an enormous pit was dug
for the sawing and planning of the rough logs.

Young Mr. Slade was to become a dynamic force in the
church and was an honored deacon for forty years.

The following is a description of the i{Old" Baptist Church
Meeting House which the records show was constructed almost
entirely with volunteer labor of the church members.

The building, a simple, boxy looking frame structure without
a steeple, faced on Johnson Street with front footage of 36',
and extended back 40' on Metcalf Street. From floor to ceiling
it was 22' . In the summer of 181 I it was ready to be used to
the glory of God.

Improvements were made from time to time. The steeple
was added, we believe, some years later because of informa-
tion which has recently come to light. One large yellowish sheet
of paper was discovered last December by Mrs. Tull
Richardson, whose husband several years ago inherited the pro-
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perties of his Aunt, Mrs. Tillie Lewis, who was a devout
member of the church until her death around 1935.

The first line of the page reads, "Lane built the steeple of
the Old Baptist Church, and had all the carpenters, with no
exception, on the new brick church."

In the beginning pews were rented.
The salary of the early pastors amounted to about $400.00

annually.
Prayer services continued to be held frequently in private

residences. In between pastorates, a sermon was read on
Sunday morning. They knew nothing of interim pastors as we
have today.

The first regular pastor of the church was probably Rev.
Wm. T. Biddle according to the earliest records. Mr. Biddle
was born in 1787 in Princess Ann County, Virginia, and came
to North Carolina as an itenerant preacher. The record shows
that he preached at the Baptist Church from l814 to 1818. He
had married in l8l0 Miss Mary Nixon Simpson, the only
surviving child of general Samuel Simpson, a wealthy Baptist
layman who resided at Ft. Barnwell. Of Rev. Biddle it has been
said, "Being of large wealth, he preached gratuitously. He was
eminent for a devout spirit, a Godly walk, and a large measure
of influence."

Unfortunately, we have no record of his ministry. Again,
it is as if a curtain were drawn during that period. Col. John
D. Whitford, in his "Walking Stick Papers", makes no men-
tion of Mr. Biddle.

Anne Skinner Wade, a member of our church, is a
descendant. She and her family are active in all phases of the
ministry of the church.

Catherine Waters Crowe, a member of First Baptist Church,
is a descendant of Elijah Clark, one of the three founders.

As we have attempted to collect and put together these items
of historical interest and importance, we see the need for
recording and preserving church records more completely and
accurately. What we have available from the early years are
incomplete, often times not bearing a date. Some of the
recordings of minutes are actually only one statement of one
or two lines.

This we have learned: all meetings were opened with prayer
and praise.

The church covenant was read or recited frequently. The
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church roll was called at each "session". (Meaning church
conference, we think).

On the church roll, male members were listed first. Then
separately, females were listed. Then the negro members were
listed, sometimes only the first name being given.

Frequently, names were continued on the church roll after
members were deceased, excluded or for any reason no longer
among the flock of worshipers. Names were marked as in the
church roll listed below. It is dated, 1811. It reads;

"List of Members-White"

l Elijah Clark
2. James Riggs
3. William Hancock
4. James C. Stevenson
5. John Russell
6. Matthew A. Outlaw
7. Spencer C. Willis

Below is list of females, not numbered. It is interesting that
there were always more females than males. So it is today.

Sally Kelly
Nancy Sandford
Sally Slade
Clary Tilman
Mary Mitchel
Mary Hancock
Alib Riggs
Mary Brown (ded)
Harriet Singleton
Winifred Blackledge
Elizabeth Worrell
Unice Mitchell
Elizabeth Stevenson

8. William Sanders
9. Benjamin Churchill (excluded)
10. John Willson (ded)
11. Hardy Whitford
12. Zacchaeus Slade
13. Charles Kelly

Elizabeth Bishop
Martha Stevenson
Alice Dunham
Jane Tumer
Marreford Willson (d)
Betsy Russell
Susan Masters
Nancy Cgrron
Elizabeth Clark
Mary Whitford
Elizabeth Mitchell (d)
Frances Wicker (d)
Margaret Willson (d)

The items such as the one listed, copied from old minutes,
are just as they were recorded. For instance, "Ded" we assume
meant deceased.

On some of the church rolls in the old recordings we notice
that beside the member's name is a designation as to how the
member was admitted--by baptism, letter, etc.

In the years of the early church, baptisms were celebrated
in the Neuse River since the church had no baptistry.

The earliest church covenant we have been able to find was
adopted and signed January 1, 1820. A copy is herewith
recorded, leaving a few blank spaces where we were unable
to read aged pages. 51 members signed it, and their names are
listed on page 4 of the book of minutes dated I 8 19 to January
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r. t824.
Here is the document:

THE COVENANT OF THE NEW BERN BAPTIST
CHURCH

ADOPTED lst JANUARY I82O
We whos names are subscribed, trusting that we have

delivered from the power of darkness and translated into the
Kingdom of Gods dear Son by the Sovereign power of the Holy
Spirit - do voluntarily separate ourselves from the world and
solemnly dedicate ourselves to the Lord Jesus Christ our Savior,
to love Him, to honor Him, and to obey Him - esteeming
ourselves no longer our own but inclusively His, who hath died
for us and purchased us with His blood.

We do also, as members of Christ, voluntarily and materialy
give ourselves to one another, to love, forgive, teach, and
exhort each other, and to assist and pray for each other. In
this manner constituting our spiritual body in Christ Jesus to
be animated, guided and by the grace of God the precepts of
the Gospel and the example of our blessed Savior. To be subject
to all the rules we may impose upon ourselves, to withdraw
ourselves only with the approbation of the body unless
unreasonably withheld and always to endeavor to promote the
good of the whole. We also voluntarily--in the strength of the
Lord to keep in our hearts and earnestly contend for the faith
and delivered to the Saints which we believe embraces the
following truths and important sacred doctrines. The Love of
our God - The Trinity of persons in the GOD HEAD. The
fall of man. The total deparvity of human nature. The doctrine
of particular election. The Eternal covenant of Grace and
particular Redemption, rejuvenation and santification by the
Holy Spirit. Justification by the imparted Righteousness of
Christ and pardon and reconciliation through his precious
blood. The final presence of the Saints in Grace. The
resurrection of the dead and the last judgement. The eternal
happiness of the Rightous and the eternal torments of the
wicked. Finally we do voluntarily and jointly determine in the
strength of the Lord to honor his ordinances and obey all his
commandments particularily to take up our crosses daily, please
ourselves and follow him through evil and good report. To
attend strictly to all the duties of the sanctuary to let all our
walk and conversation be as Holy to the Gospel. To preserve
our garments unspotted from the world. To abstain from all
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frivolous and foolish pursuits and carefully to exercise a gospel
discipline among ourselves, in our families and our own hearts.
To walk in the footsteps of our blessed Master, to do good
and love mercy, to keep the fear of the Lord constantly before
our eyes, to deny ourselves ungodliness and wordly lusts, to
live soberly, rightously and Godly in this present world looking
for that blessed hope the glorious appearing of the great God
and our Lord Jesus Christ who gave himself for us that he
might redeem us from all iniquity and purify unto himself a
peculiar people jealous of good works.

This is the covenant unto which we now enter before the
Lord and we solumely call upon Almighty God to witness the
purity of our intentions and the sincerity of our souls in this
mighty and sacred engagement and to ratify the above covenant
in testimony of which we have individually and cheerfully
ordered our names to be subjoined.

Signed by 5l members.
Before we begin with the ministry of Thomas Meredith

perhaps we should say that since the foundation of the "Old
Baptist Church" in 1809, members adhered strictly to the
religious principles as related to their faith. From the day they
dissented from the King's Crown Religion, (Church of
England), their allegiance was to the Almighty God and the
efforts to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The second interest
was that of education. You will read, woven all through these
pages, the interest in higher education, and their involvement
in beginning institutions of learning, as well as their support
of them. You will hear more of individual members who
became giants in the field of education on every level.

An austere man, though naturally dignified was Rev.
Thomas Meredith, who served two pastorates at the New Bern
Baptist Church. For the first, which, according to available
records was part-time, began when he was called by the church
in conference, August 7, 1819. We do not know from whence
he came, but we know that he was the first minister of whom
their is an authenic record. Col. John D. Whitford in his
"Walking Stick Papers" has more to say about him than any
other pastor.

First of all, let us say that we have unearthed many
inaccuracies such as times and events, as portions of our history
have been written and used for special events even during
recent years. One instance on May 6,1979, reveals that Thomas
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Meredith was the pastor of New Bern first in 1834. That, of
course, was the beginning of his second pastorate.

After being invited to accept the pastorate, August 7, 1819,
Rev. Meredith was formally called January l, 1820. The call
was unaminous.

The "Rules of Decorum", which were in effect upon Rev.
Merediths' arrival, contain some very interesting articles, a few
of which are:
"Art. 4 - The names of all the members having been regularly enrolled shall be called
at every meeting, and a significant mark shall be placed beside the name of such as
may be found absent."
"An. I - (in part) Every member who signed the church covenant, shall be governed
by the Rules of Decorurn."
"Art. 8 - No member may speak at a meeting without first rising from his seat, and
advising the moderator."
"Art. 9 - Only one person may speak at a time."
"Art. 10 - No church member may absent himself from a church conference without
permission from the moderator.
"Art. I I - Any member not attending a church meeting without a reasonable excuse
shall be considered disorderly and dealt with accordingly."
"Art. 18 - No person who is not a member of some Baptist Church of the same faith
and order shall be admitted to the church meeting."

Since we know little of Rev. Merediths' first pastorate,
perhaps we should simply pick up from the minutes available
anything concerning him.

Upon his arrival, he was immediately chosen to be the
moderator.

After Brother Merediths' arrival. it was decided to have the
church conference on Saturday before the first Lords' Day of
each month.

Mr. Meredith evidentially served two pastorates in Edenton,
NC. We have just discovered in the minutes of December, l8 19,
that a motion was made to receive Rev. Thomas Meredith by
letter from a sister church in Edenton, NC. We know that
he came from there when he began his second pastorate at New
Bern Baptist Church.

As early as 1820, we have a record of a member going into
the ministry. The minutes of February 5, 1820, record that Mr.
Meredith is authorized to examine "one Mr. York", who
considers himself fit to become a candidate for the ministry.
He was approved.

Brother Stevenson was authorized to write a letter to Brother
Meredith inviting him to continue his pastorate for another
-vear.

From 1821 minutes, Brother Meredith and Brother Riggs
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kept by Mrs. Tillie Metts Lewis, a faithful member, in her
home. She died in the 1930's, and after her death, the
instrument was brought to the church. Only a few of the
tumblers have been broken.

Later, when we begin recording the 20th Century, we will
discuss in depth the music of today which includes trained,
graded choirs, music director, organist, pipe organ, pianos,
handbells, and occasionally stringed and wind instruments.

Now that the Old Baptists are happily settled and enjoying
rvorshipping in the new brick church on downtown Middle
St., it would seem timely that some disposition should be made
of the Old Church Meeting House.

We are researching that subject at this time, and will address
ourselves to it later on in the recording of these pages of history.

At this point, we shall return to Rev. Martin R. Forey and
his resignation as pastor Aug. 14, 1848. You will recall that
it was to be effective at the end of the pastoral year.
Wednesday, Dec. 6, 1848, just before his pastorate was to end,
the male members called a special meeting for the purpose of
recalling Rev. Fory for another year. He considered the mat-
ter until Dec. 20, 1849, when a letter of dismission was granted
to Rev. M. R. Fory, to the Tabernacle Baptist Church in New
York City.

It is interesting to note that several times it was recorded
in the l9th and early 20th Century minutes that "male
members", or that "only male members voted". It is finally
in the last quarter of the 20th Century that female members
appear to be of equal status, and enjoy equal privileges.

We are thinking of the privilege of serving as deacons, which
we shall introduce at a later time.

After the departure of Rev. Fory, there was the usual
situation when the church corresponded with several individuals
relative to choosing a new pastor.

From Rev. Furman, a former pastor, came a glowing
recommendation for Rev. J. M. C. Breaker of Greenville, S.
C. He was to be called to the pastorate Feb. 6, 1849.

Again, side glances at a church conference of Oct. 9, 1848.
Brother R. McCoy presented himself before the church to
acknowledge his faults publicly and to express a desire to return
:o the church. He was duly accepted.

At the same meeting Bro. J. A. Hancock resigned as church
:lerk.
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Members were asked to contribute one cent a week to the
Itinerant Fund of the Association.

At the same meeting, the formation of a "Tract Society"
was again discussed.

Jan. 31, l849,at a special called meeting Bro. Stevenson
moved that the Board of Trustees be authorized to make a
loan for the purpose of liquidating the debt incurred in building
the brick church. The motion was carried.

Feb. 10, l849,Brother Breaker was officially called to the
pastorate of the New Bern Baptist Church.

March l, l849,Bro. J. M. C. Breaker and his wife Emma
J. Breaker were received by letter from a church in Greenville,
s. c.

At a church conference dated Mar. 31, 1849, Brother Eli-
jah Clark moved that a committee of three be appointed along
with the pastor and church clerk to obtain a new "Church
Book", and to examine and "draw off" all the resolutions
now in force in the "Old Book", and "lay them" before the
church at the next meeting. It was carried.

Col. Whitford in his papers had this to say about Rev.
Breaker. We quote: "Rev. Breaker, after leaving New Bern
became a'very distinguished preacher in a southern state' as

did his son Rev. Manley Breaker. Rev. Breaker was founder
of the Confederate Baptist at Columbia, S. C."

The following items from the minutes of Sept. 2,1849,we
found to be of interest. Mary Lindsey appears in the limelight
again. (We've read before that she was "waited upon" because
of her religious conduct.) It seems that again she had had
several unexplained absencies for which she was again sorry,
and promises to attend church regularly hereafter.

Sisters Tempie Green and Caroline Ethridge had "joined
up" with the Christians, but it appears that Sister Green was
sorry she had done so; had now withdrawn from them and
desires to return to the Baptist Church.

Sept. 30, 1849, the Pastor Bro. Breaker called a special
meeting, the object of which was to adopt some definite
expressions of our faith as a Baptist Church; whereupon the
following resolution was unanimously adopted: Resolved: That
it is expedient to have some definite expression of our principles
as a Baptist Church inorder that we may be known as such,
we do agree to adopt for this purpose, the Articles of Faith
which are herewith printed



DECLARATION OF FAITH
NEWBERN BAPTIST CHURCH

ADOPTED SEPTEMBER 30th 1849

I. Of the Scriptures. We believe the Holy Bible was written by men
divinely inspired, and is a perfect treasure of heavenly instruction; That
it has God for its author, salvation for its end, and truth without any
mixture of error for its matter; that it reveals the principles by which
God will judge us; and therefore is, and shall remain to the end of the
world, the true centre of Christian union, and the supreme standard by
which all human conduct, creeds and opinions should be tried.

Il. Of the true God. That there is one, and only one, true and living God,
whose name is Jehovah, the Maker and Supreme Ruler of heaven and
iarth; inexpressibly glorious in holiness; worth of all possible honor,
confidence and love; revealed under the personal and relative destinc-
tions of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; equal in every divine
perfection, and excellences distinct but harmonious offices in the great
work of redemption.

III. Of the Fall of Man. That man was created in a state of holiness. under
the law of his Maker, but by voluntary transgression fell from that holy
and happy state; in consequence of which all mankind are now sinners,
not by constraint but choice; being by nature utterly void of that
holiness required by the law of Cod, wholly given to the gratification of
the world, of Satan, and of their own sinful passions, and therefore
under just condemnation to eternal ruin, without defence or excuse.

IV. Of the Way of Salvation. That the Salvation of sinners is wholly of
grace, through the meiatorial offices of the Son of God, who took upon
him our nature, yet without sin; honored the law by his personal
obedience, and made atonement for our sins by his death; being risen
from the dead, he is now enthroned in heaven; and uniting in his
wonderful person the tenderest sympathies with divine perfections, is

every way qualified to be a suitable, a compassionate, and an all
sufficient Savior.

V. Of Justification. That the great Gospel blessing, which Christ of his
fulness bestows on such a belief in Him, is justification; that
justification consists in the pardon of Sin and the promise of eternal
life, on principles of righteousness; that it is bestowed not in
consideration of any works of righteousness which we have done, but
solely through his own redemption and righteousness; that it brings us
into a state of most blessed peace and favor with God, and secures
every other blessing needful for time and eternity.

VI. Of the Freeness of Salvation. That the blessings of salvation are made
free to all by the Gospel; that it is the immediate duty of all to accept
them by a cordial and obedient faith; and that nothing prevents the
salvation of the greatest sinner on earth, except his own voluntary
refusal to submit to the Lord Jesus Christ; which refusal will subject
him to an aggravated condemnation.

VII. Of Grace in Regeneration. That in order to be saved, we must be
regenerated or born again; that regeneration consist in giving a holy
disposition to the mind, and is effected in a manner above our
comprehension or calculation, by the power of the Holy Spirit, so as to
secure our volunatary obedience to the Gospel; and that its proper
evidence is found in the holy fruit which we bring forth to the glory of
God.



Vlll. Of God's Puipose of Crace. That elecrion is the gracious purpose of
God, according to which he regenerates, sanctifies and saves sinners;
that being perfectly consistent with the free agency of man, it
comprehends all the means in connection with the end; that it is a most
glorious display of Cod's sovereign goodness, being infinitely wise, holy
and unchangeable; that it Forever exc'udes boasting, and promotes
humility, prayer, praise, trust in God, and invitation of his free mercy;
that it encourages the use of means in the highest degree; that it is
ascertained by its affects in all who believe the Gospel; is the
foundation of Christian assurance; and that to ascertain it with regard
to ourselves, demands and deserves our utmost diligence.

IX. Of the Perseverance of Saints. The such only are real believers as
endure unto the end; that their persevering attachment to Christ is the
grand mark which distinguishes them from superficial professors; that a
special providence watches over thier welfare; and they are kept by the
power of God through faith unto salvation.

X. Harmony of the Law and Gospel. The law of God is the eternal and
unchangeable rule of his moral government; thar it is holy, just, and
good; and that the inability which the Scriptures ascribe to fallen men
to fulfill its precepts, arise entirely from thier love of Sin; to deliver
them from which, and to restore them through a Mediator to The Total
obedience to the holy law, is one great and of the Gospel and of the-
means of grace connected with the establishment of the visible Church.

XI. Of a Gospel Church. That a visible Church of Christ is a congregation
of baptized believers, associated by covenant in the faith and fellowship
of the Gospel; observing the ordinances of Christ; governed by his laws;
and exercising the gifts, rights and privileges invested in them by his
word; that its only proper officers are bishops or pastors, and deacons,
whose qualifications, claims, and duties are defined in the Epistles to
Timothy and Titus.

Xll. Of Baptism and the Lord's Supper. That Christian baptism is the
immersion of a bleiever in water, in the name of the Father, the Son
and Spirit; to show fonh in a solemn and beautiful emblehr, our faith
in a crucified, buried, and risen Savior, with its purifying power; that it
is pre-requisite to the priveleges of a church relation; and to the Lord's
Supper, in which the members of the church, by the use of bread and
wine, are to commemorate together the dying love of Christ; preceded
always by solemn self-examination.

XIll. Of the Christian Sabbath. That the first day of the week is the Lord's
Day, or Christian Sabbath, and is to be kept sacred to religious
purposes, by abstaining from all secular labor and recreations; by the
devout observance of all the means of grace, both private and public;
and by preparation for that rest which remaineth for the people of
God.

XIV. Of Civil Government. That civil government is of divine appointment,
for the interests and good order of human society; and that magistrates
are to prayed for, conscientiously honored, and obeyed, except in things
opposed to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the only Lord of
the conscience, and the Prince of the kings of the earth.

XV. Of the Righteous and the Wicked. That there is a radical and essenrial
difference between the righteous and the wicked; that such only as
through faith are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and sanctified
by the Spirit of our God, are truly righteous in his esteem, while all
such as continue in impenitence and unbelief are in his sight wicked,
and under the curse; and this distinction holds among men both in and
after death.
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XVI. Of the World to Come. That the end of this world is approaching; that
at the last day, Christ will descend from heaven, and raise the dead
from the grace to final retribution; that a solemn separation will then
take place; that the wicked will be adjudged to endless punishment, and
the righteous to endless joy; and that this judgement will fix forever the
final state of men in heaven or hell, on principles of righteousness.

We note that in Dec., 1849, a special meeting was called three
times before there were sufficient members present to proceed
with the election of trustees. The following were elected:
Alexander Mitchel, M. A. Outten, J. C. Stevenson, James
McBrinson and Charles Kelley.

It is interesting that in the old days, the membership was
smaller, but they always had more trustees, (In 1983 we have
three).

Dec. 27, same year, a committee of 'eleven, including the
trustees, was appointed to liquidate the debt on the new brick
church.

Jan. 27,1850, resolutions of respect were drawn for Rev.
J. J. Finch, a former pastor who died in Raleigh, N. C.

Every business meeting; the "Debt Committee" continued
to report progress.

Feb.24,1850, it was reported that Sister Riggs had caused
the death of Lewis, a servant belonging to Mrs. Vail. A
committee of five honorable brethren were appointed to
investigate.

Mar. 24,1850, it was decided that hereafter the collection
for the poor would be taken only on Communion Sunday.

April28,l850,in special session, Sister Riggs was excluded
from the church because of having killed the servant Lewis;
and because she showed no evidence of penitience, and failed
to acknowledge her improper conduct to the church.

June 16,1850, St. John's Masonic Lodge #3 requested the
use of the church for the purpose of celebrating the anniversary
of St. John the Baptist. The request was granted.

Nov. 3, 1850, the Newbern Division #37 of the Sons of
Temperance asked for use of the church for them and the
public to hear the distinguished P. S. White. The request was
granted if they would pay the expense of "lighting up" !

Nov. 17, 1850 the church called a special meeting in
consequence of the death of Brother Thomas Meredith in
Raleigh. Resolutions of respect were duly drawn. The Pastor
Rev. Breaker delivered a sermon on the occasion of his death.

We note from the minutes of 1850 that deacons were rotated
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pretty much as we do them today.
In l85l we find recorded the same sentence: "The

Committee to liquidate the debt on the church report
progress" again!

It is commendable that the Old Baptists were faithful in their
attendance at meetings of the denomination on every level.
Over and over the minutes record that brethren so and so were
elected as delegates to attend the Association meeting, or what
ever the assembly happened to be. Delegates were always
elected by the church, never appointed.

Our church now had served in the vinyard of the Lord for
forty-two years, so we begin to note that the faithful were be-
ing called to their heavenly reward. We notice it more frequent-
ly than in the early days. We were growing older. In one 1850
minutes we noted the passing of Bro. Wilson and the extreme
sickness of Bro. William D. O'Leary.

Again, we noted that the Rules of Government (Decorum)
have again been revised. We have compared the articles with
earlier ones, and note very little change; some few articles were
added.

Article VI: in addition to the usual Thursday evening prayer
meeting there will be held a Missionary Prayer service each
first Monday evening in the month.

VIII: it shall be the duty of members of the church not to
speak of the private affairs of the church to any who are not
members.

IX: the first section of the rules of government shall be read
to each applicant for membership, and his assent to same
obtained, in order for his reception.

In the old book of minutes dated 1848 to 1870, on the first
three pages were listed the names of members, totaling l2l. We
have to assume that to be the membership in 1848.

Included in the minutes of Mar. 16, l85l was a statement
that the Debt Liquidation Committee reported progress. On
a separate sheet, attached was a "Committe on Church Debt"
report. It said in part "note renewed bal. due to date $487.00".
It was signed by Z. Slade for J. McBrinson.

In a church conference dated Aug. 2, l85l a motion was
made by Bro. Stevenson to erect a marble tablet on the walls
of the church in loving memory of James Riggs, a loyal deacon.
The church so ordered and the tablet was erected. Later. a
memorial tablet to Mrs. Alonza T. Jerkins, and B. M. Gates
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were also erected.
Today, June 5, 1983, these old markers are among the

possessions of the church, but they no longer grace the walls,
to my sorrow.

Sept. 22, 1851, records show that Brother Clark, Brinson
and Slade were given notes with interest for the money they
had paid the Merchants Bank on behalf of the church .

On the same day, Rev. Breaker announced that the copies
of the sermon on the occasion of the death of Rev. Thomas
Meredith had arrived.

In Nov. 1851, a meeting was called relative to placing a t'ence
around the church property.

A wood picket fence was later built in 1853. It was to be
replaced years later with a fine wrought iron fence which
remains today as a memorial to Mrs. G. C. Patterson.

Dec.7, 1851, the pastor resigned by letter, effective at the
close of the pastoral year!

Now as we leave the retiring pastor as he returns to S. C.
and we await the arrival of a new one, lel us look at the disposal
of the Old Baptist Meeting House, and the hallowed ground
on which it had stood for forty years.

It seems quite strange to us that no mention of the disposal
of the old church was made in the minutes recorded at the time.

We researched the subject and found the following
information among the wealth of old records available in the
Craven County Court House.

In Deed Book number 60, page 254, dated January 21, l85l
is recorded the transfer of the church and the land lot #416
on which it is situated from the Baptist Trustees J. C.
Stevenson, James McBrinson, and Alexander Mitchel to
William B. Wellons, William P. Moore, Robert Harvey and
James Armstrong, trustees of the Christian Church of New
Bern, N. C. for the sum of $600.00. A copy of the abstract
from the deed follows.

A copy of the hand written deed in the legal terminology
of the period can be seen in the Archives room of The First
Baptist Chruch. Here is the abstract:

NORTH CAROLINA
CRAVEN COUNTY
DEED BOOK 60 Pase 254
January 21, l85l

James C. Stevenson, Alexander Mitchell, James McBrinson,
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trustees for the Baptist Church of Newbern, County of Craven
and State of North Carolina on the one part, and William B.
Wellons, William P. Moore, Robert Harvey, and James
Armstrong, trustees for the Christian Church of New Bern,
on the other. . for $600.00.

Lot of land and church situate in the Town of Newbern
in the County and State aforesaid and bounded as follows;

On the North and North East by Queen Street on the East
by Metcalf Street and on the South of Johnston Street, and
designated in the plan of Newbern by number 416 with all
privileges and appurtenances to the said tenement or lot and
church J. C. Stevenson, Jas. McBrinson, and Alex.
Mitchell. In Presence of: Z. Slade.

Feb. 10, 1877, the Old Baptist Church was again sold.
The trustees of the Christian Church sold the property for

the sum of $346.00 to the Protestant Episcopal Church of the
Diocese of North Carolina.

In Gertrude Carraway's book "The Crown of Life", she
records that the permanent St. Cyprians Black Episcopal
Church was begun soon after the War Between the States. The
church continues its' ministry today on the same location, a
brick edifice having been erected many years ago. Many New
Bernians remember with great respect and admiration the late
R. I. Johnson, longtime rector who served the church and
the community from the thirties probably until his retirement
or his death.

Now, may we take time to look briefly at some of the old
relics.

There are many old pictures in the archives room, most of
them having been a part of a collection belonging to Mrs. Tillie
Lewis, a faithful member. We have added to the collection
two enlarged prints of the old church, and the present church
building as it looked many years ago.

An old BrittaniaWareCommunionSet,which may be the
first owned by the church, is in the archives room. It contains
a tall wine tankard, atray, two bread plates and two cups.

An old mahogany table with a marble top, which was used
for a communion table, is now in the ladies' parlor. It was
given by an ancestor of representative S. M. Brinson.

We have mentioned earlier the three marble markers and
the old musical instrument of glass tumblers.

Also, in the archives are the following furnishings: an old
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pulpit which rre believe could have come from the old church.
It has recently come home after being used in the Smyrna Bap-
tist Church for a long period. There is a beautifulold desk and
two chairs. We have beeen unable to secure any factual
information on them.

The old pulpit and chairs which were used in the nerv brick
church until 1943 are now being used in the Battle Ground
(Neuse River) Church. The furniture was used for a time in
the National Ave. Baptist Church that First Baptist Church
began as a mission.

At a called conference of the church recorded April 21,
1852, Dr. William Hooper was called to the pastorate of the
church. He came from Raleigh, N. C.

Earlier, in the discussion about Wake Forest, we mentioned
that then Rev. Hooper had recommended the establishment
of a Baptist Literary Institution in the state, and he later became
president.

The minutes say nothing about discord concerning Dr.
Hooper, but Col. Whitford (a member and historian) had much
to say on the subject. He said about a score of old members,
including Elijah Clark and Rev. Breaker, who had not yet left,
signed a protest against him. It seems that fewer than a score
of years before, Dr. Hooper, with other distinguished Episcopal
clergymen, had presided at Christ Episcopal Church for the
ordination of a minister.

Col. Whitford says that, "He was a man of high education
and piety. It is evident that he was afraid to remain (he had
preached open or close communion doctrine-) yet unwilling
rvhen coming over to the Baptist for additional safety to trust
their creed only in part".

One old time Baptist had this to say: "Throw open your
doors and invite all denominations to come up to the commu-
nion table, and how many would it add to your membership
worth having!"

Dr. Hooper's strongest support came from the fact of his
eminent scholorly attainments. He was a great preacher. He
was the grandson of William Hooper, who signed the
Declaration of Independence.

Before Dr. Hooper arrived at the church, subscriptions were
raised to the amount of $500.00 toward his salary, and they
hoped to raise $800.00.

In the minutes of June 5. $600.00 had been raised and Dr.

+J



Hooper accepted the pastoral duty for that specified amount.
Then, again, a special meeting was called to resolve the

difference which the occasion of the Hooper protest had caus-
ed. There was a two page discussion concerning it, and it seem-
ed that the protest meeting was held without authority. The
ill feelings had now been forgotten.

July 31, 1852, was a time of change! A rule was adopted
requiring the Sisters and the colored members to attend the
church conferences.

In the conference of Sept. 16, 1852, again, $5.00 was given
to the Foreign Mission Fund, and a collection was taken for
the Domestic Mission Fund.

It was not until Feb. 5, 1853, that the letter of dismission
for Dr. William and Mrs. Frances Hooper was received from
Raleigh. They were accepted as members of the New Bern
Baptist Church. We wonder why the letter was so late in
arriving.

At this time a special church conference was held after the
morning Lord's day worship for the purpose of dealing with
delinquent members. Resolutions were adopted dealing with
the matter.

Dr. William Hooper resigned his pastorate July 16, 1854.
His resignation was accepted after he had given his reasons.

In a financial report of this time, the following sums were
sent to the association:

Foreign Missions
Domestic Missions
lncidential Expense

$30.00
$10.00

$5.00
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April 16, 1855, a special conference was called for the
purpose of inviting Rev. J. S. Walthall of Richmond, Virginia
to pay a visit to the church. He had been recommended by
Rev. I. L. Ramsey. Rev. Walthall arrived in New Bern May
3 and agreed to preach the following Lord'sDay morning.

After hearing him preach, the church extended the call which
he accepted, at a salary of $600.00 per year.

Resolutions were drawn, saylng that the church believed Rev.
Walthall to have been sent by the Great Shepherd. The Rules
of Government were called for and read.

Oct. 3, 1855, a letter of dismission from the church in
Richmond, Va., was received for Rev. Walthall and his wife
Matilda. They were received into the church in proper order.

May 3, 1856, again the Rules of Government were being



revised. In the same meeting a motion was made that copies
of a recent sermon preached by the pastor on the subject of
"Communion" be made available to the Biblical Recorder. The
motion was carried.

There is evidence that the church was growing. At every
conference it was noted that a person or persons were being
received into the church.

Please note the use of the word "Dismission". Of course
we use "Dismissal" instead today.

March 4, 1857, we note that the books of the church
treasurer were audited, found to be in order, and showed a
cash balance of $393.82.

It is unfortunate that.the church minutes of this period are
hardly legible. The church clerk, who did not sign the minutes,
was also poor in penmanship. Some pages are more faded than
others.

Col. John Whitford in his "Walking Stick Papers" men-
tions Rev. Walthall only twice, which we will relate later.

N[ay 27 ,1857, Elijah Clark and three members of his family
petitioned by letter to be restored to membership in the church.
It appears that for a period of about two years they had resided
in Washington, N. C.

It is not usually a good idea to mention names for fear of
overlooking one of great importance. However, we feel inclined
to mention names of persons whose lives were molded and
woven in the events of the Baptist Church in the first half of
the 19th centurv. We recall:

Clark
Brinson
Mitchel
Slade
Stevenson
Whitford
Kelly
Hancock
Jenkins
Simpson
Ballenger
Jerkins

Riggs
Gates
Stanley
Whaley
Lewis
Metts
White
O'leary
Simpson
Stanley
Holland

At a later time we shall remember some of the devout 20th
Century Christians who made contributions to the church
through their fine Christian examples.

In July 1857, Rules were again being revised. One article
reads: "This church does regard baby sprinkling a sin, and
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EDUCATIONAL LEADERS

*THE REV. THOMAS MEREDITH. From this pastor Meredith
College took its name. Founder of "The Biblical Recorder."

iTHE REV. JOSEPH ANDREWS WARNE. This pastor became
the first principal of Furman Academy and Theological Institu-
tion at Edgefield Court-House, S. C.

*THE REV. SAMUEL WAIT. Firt president of Wake Forest Col-
lege. Later president of Oxford Female Seminary.

*TIIE REV. JOHN ARMSTRONG. An organizing leader and later
professor of Wake Forest College.

iTHE REV. J. J. FINCH. Principal Sedgewick Female Smeinary.
|THE REV. RICHARD FURMAN, JR. A Prominent educational

leader. Furman University was named for him.
iTHE REV. MARTIN R. FOREY. President of Chowan College.
rTHE REV. J. M. C. BREAKER. Founder of "The Confederate

Baptist."
|THE REV. WILLIAM HOOPER. Originator of the plan to

establish Wake Forest College, and its second president. Later
president of Chowan Female Institute.

iTHE REV. J. S. WALTHALL. Associate editor of "The Biblical
Recorder."

*THE REV. ABRAHAM DAVID COHEN. Resident superinten-
dent of the Oxford Orphanage.

TALONZO T. JERKINS. Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of
North Carolina, A. F. & A. M., for three years.

*THE REV. C. A. JENKENS. Author of Baptist books.
*THE REV. THEODORE WHITEFIELD. Principal of a school for

the blind in Mississippi, Professor of Greek at the University
of Mississippi, and editor of a Baptist paper at Meridian.

*THE REV. HENRY WILSON BATTLE. Chaplain-in-Chief, Sons
of Confederate Veterans. Camp Battle, army camp near New
Bern, was recently named for his father, Maj. Gen. Cullen A.
Battle, Confederate hero, who was a member of the local
church and mayor of New Bern.

*THE REV. SAMUEL JUDSON PORTER. Author of religious
books.

|THE REV. HIGHT C. MOORE. Editor of The Biblical Recorder.
Editorial Secretary Sunday School Board at Nashville, Tenn.
Author of Biblical volumes.

*COL. JOHN D. WHITFORD. Author of a history of New Bern
and the First Baptist Church.

*CHARLES CAUTHORN CLARK. A most eminent leader of the
church. Grand Master of the Grand Lodge, A. F. & A. M.

rDeceased.
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