
A CHURCH II{ THE CITY
REACHII,{G THE WORLD

Editors
Kate Atkinson Bell, Chairman

Christine Hall l-adner, Joanna Williams Poor
Mona Petronella, Managing Editor

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Houston. Texas



I

Dr. J.B. Link
(t 867- t 86e)

Reverend J.B. Link, born in Virginia in 1828,

came to Texas just before the collapse of the
Confederacy under appointment by the Home
Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention
as agent for Confederate Army Missions. Appo-
mattox brought that mission to an end, but the
vast resources in Texas, and the potential Baptist
strength greatly impressed him. Knowing the part
that a Baptist newspaper could play in developing
the denomination, he conceived the idea of moving
his home from Missouri to Texas to start a

newspaper.

The need for a denominational newspaper and
the idea of establishing one had occurred to
several Baptist preachers throughout Texas. In
fact, they had already carried the notion far
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enough to have gathered some books, printing
paper, and sixty dollars in gold. When J.B. Link's
purpose was revealed to them, they immediatley
encouraged him in it by giving him all they
accumulated, with the understanding that he

would support every denominational enterprise.

Those gifts and promises of cooperation were
enough to help J.B. l-ink in his decision to launch
such a project. At the same time, he decided to
locate his proposed newspaper in Houston. When
the news of General R.E. Lee's surrender reached
Texas, J. B. Link immediately set out for Missouri
to make the necessary arrangements for his move.
It was late in the fall of 1865 when he arrived in
Houston, and on December 13, 1865, the first issue

of The Texas Baptisl Heraldwas printed. The next
several issues of the paper were irregular, but in
.luly, 1866, he began regular weekly publication.

Reverend Link was an active member of the
First Baptist Church. He was among the large
congregation assembled to hear Reverend J.E.
Carnes when that gentleman disappointed the
church by leaving the city without notice. Reverend
Link was invited to preach at that time and

continued to fill the pulpit whenever he was in the
city. He shared with Reverend F.M. Law, during
1867, the responsibility of filling the pulpit as

supply pastors.

The church gained much stability through its
association with Reverend Link. Although his
principal interest was The Texas Baptist Herold,
he perfected an effective organization for "doing
systematic church work throughout the city . . . .

The membership was organiz-ed into groups to
look after visitors, Sunday School, missions, relief
and prayer service throughout the city." Reverend
Link was a valued adviser for as lons as he lived in
Houston.

Reverend Link had interest and influence in
other areas as well. He was active in the Education
Union (1872) and helped to secure $200,000 for the

one central Baptist school movement. (That move-
ment led eventually to the relocation of Baylor
University to Waco), and, until his death in 1894,

he was author of "Texas Historical and Biograph-
ical Magazine," a Baptist history.

In spite of Reverend Link's work and influence,
the membership of First Baptist Church which
had reached its lowest point, forty-five, in 1866,

did not recuperate quickly. The increase in member-
ship was very gradual and did not pass the one
hundred mark until I87 l.

Reverend F.M. Law
(r867)

Reverend F. M. Law first came to Texas in I 859,
serving churches in Brenham and Providence. He
was pastor of the Baptist Church in Plantersville
in 1867 while serving as supply pastor with J.B.
Link at First Baptist in Houston.

Reverend Law's name appears frequently in
Baptist records ofthe city and the state during the
I860's. His actions were intertwined with those of
Dr. Link's in sensitive decisions affecting race
relations at the time when calmness and sober
decision-making helped to solve awesome problems
following the war between the states. His com-
manding physical appearance assisted in calming
many situations otherwise explosive.

Reverend Law also possessed the ability to
organize members by grouping them according to
their assigned responsibilities. In cooperation with
Dr. Link, they were, as far as records show, the
first pastors in Texas to organize for meeting the
needs of members. Missions, Sunday school,
prayer services, help to the needy, and soul saving
became clearly defined objectives of the church.
Members assumed responsibility for achieving the
statcd purposes. Outstanding progress in numbers
and the quality of service was made during the



supply pastorates of Dr. J.B. Link and Reverend

F.M. Law.

In 1867, Houston was again struck by a severe

epidemic of yellow f'ever. So many deaths occurred
that burials were made in a mass grave at the site of
what is today Jcff Davis Hospital. On top of this
tragedy, postwar economic depression, also hinder-
ing city and church growth, was worsened by the
action of Clongress in 1867 changing the recon-
struction policies of the nation. These changes
included, among others, the removal ol'any elected
officials not thought to be Union sympathizers
and their replacement by those who were.

Reverend J. T. Zealey
(t86e-r875)

Finally, after a decade ofadversity and a decade
without a regular pastor, Reverend J. T. Zealey
came to First llaptist Church in 1869. During the
days immediately preceding Reverend Zealey's
coming, dedicated members helped to strengttlen
the church. One was Brother Hugh Warwick, a

carpcnter, who donated eighty dollars worth of
labor to repair the dilapidated building.

When Reverend Zealey did arrive, it was just in
time to help the First Baptist Church and Union
Baptist Association solve the problem of financial
support for denominational enterprises. The First
Baptist Church of Houston had, from its organi-
zation, liberally supported many interests including
associational missions, Indian missions, home and
foreign missions, Baylor University, and most re-

cently, the Sunday school and colportage work.
The general policy, throughout the Union Baptist
Assocation, had been to present these causes at the
annual associational and state meetings and take
an ol'fering for them there. That means of support,
however, was proving inaedquate and was a
hincirance to the attendance at those meetinss.

When the Union Baptist Association held its
annual meeting at Navasota within a month after
J. T. Zealey moved to Houston, the question of
denominationaI finance was seriously considered.
A resolution was adopted stating that this "Associa-
tion deems it unwise to consume so much of its
timc and zeal in attempting to raise money by
public collections, for any obiect, at its annual
meetings." The resolution included a recom-
mendation that a systematic el'fort be made to
raise thcse funds in the churches throughout the
year and send them to the annual meeting. This
forward step in denominational finance became
the policy of thc First Baptist Church in Houston.

'fhe rvork ol' the First Baptist Church, despite
handicaps resulting f'rom the war and subsequent
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"Reconstruction," expanded during those years.
The women ol'the church, aided by a loan l'rom .1.

B. Link, were able to purchase in l87l the first
parsonage ever owned by the church. Then when it
was learned that a few Baptists lived in the
neighboring town of Richmond, .1. T. Zealey and
other members o1'the church visited them and
started a mission that later became the First
Baptist Church o1 Richmond, Texas. During
1874, the church built two chapels north of
Buffalo Bayou, onc in the Fourth Ward and the
other in the Fifth Ward. l-hese two missions made
it possible l'or the church to ministcr more effec-
tively to all sections ol'the growing city, and was
again made possible by money borrowed from J.
B. Link, who joined with the pastor in promoting
the idea.

It was during the carly days of Reverend
Zealey's pastoratc that Houston took its first steps

toward becoming a port of worldwide importance.
Buffalo Bayou was dredged to a depth of nine l-eet

in 1869. In I tt70, the Congress of the Unitcd States
designated Houston a port. The congregation of
First Baptist C-hurch during Zealey's ministry had
responded to the challenge o['an emerging great
city by making plans to mcet that challenge.

Reverend Zealey served the church until I tJ75,

when he accepted the call to pastor a church in
.lackson, Mississippi. During that timc, the church
prospercd by having a regular. {'ull-time pastor for
six years, evidenccd by the fact that the member-
ship doublcd, increasing from sixty-six to onc
hundred and thirty-two.

Reverend Horace Clark
(t87s-t877)

Horace Clark mclved to Houston. and in thc fall
of l87l opened "Clark's Academy" for yourrg
ladies. Prior to that he served as corresponding
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secretary ofthe Texas Baptist Convention and as
principal of the female department at Baylor.
When no immediate replacement for Reverend
Zealey was found, he served as pastor of the
church in 1876. When issued a formal call to the
pastorate, however, he declined, and for reasons
which he never revealed, Reverend Clark was
confirmed in the Episcopal Church in the winter of
1877. In 1880, he became rector of the Episcopal
Church in Corpus Christi. On February 10, 1909,
he died in Houston.

Dr. Jacob Manly Canty Breaker
(r877- r886)

At the church conference of April ll, 1877,
Reverend .Iacob M anly Canty Breaker was unani-
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mously called as pastor. On April 15, he read his
letter of acceptance.

Reverend Breaker was born near Camden.
South Carolina, in 1824. He was a graduate of
Furman Literary and Theological Institute in
Winnsboro, South Carolina, and had pastored
churches in the Carolinas and Missouri before
coming to Texas. In 1876, when the Home Mission
Board ofthe Southern Baptist Convention ceased
all help to Texas, Reverend Breaker served as

chairman of the Home Missions Department of
the Texas Baptist Convention. It was during that
time that Reverend Breaker came as pastor to the
First Baptist Church of Houston.

To the church, he brought harmony and organi-
zation, and set about remedying the problem of a

suitable meeting place. The sale of the original
church property provided the nucleu-q for a build-
ing fund, and a new brick building was begun on

the corner of Rusk and Fannin. Within three
years, it was erected at a cost of $40,000. The
women of the church were outstanding contribu-
tors through the help they gave the pastor in the
building project. Another contributor during the
construction was Mr. B. A. Shepherd, a banker,
who, though not a member, was deeply interested
in the church and gave generously to promote its
welfare.

In the fall of 1877. at the October 3rd confer-
ence, the church voted to invite W. E. Penn to hold
a series of meetings. W. E. Penn was a lawyer who
had left the practice of law to devote his life to
full-time evangelistic preaching, the first Texas
Baptist to do so. He even had his own singer
traveling with him, and carried his own organ to
meetings. Three years later when W. E. Penn was
ordained in Galveston, Reverend Breaker was on
the presbytery. It is in keeping with the evangelis-
tic character of First Baptist Church to have had
some part in the life of a man deemed by some to
have been the greatest evangelist to preach in
Texas up to that point.

Then in 1886, Dr. Breaker, who had held the
pastorate longer than any previous pastor, re-
signed to become pastor of Olivet Baptist Church.
The church was formed by a number of members
from First Baptist church who withdrew because
of disagreement. The church existed less than a
year, having been one of a number of newly
organized churches in Houston and a part of a
growing movement.

On April ll ,1894, Dr. Breaker died in Houston.
He had served the Lord in the ministry for forty-
eight years, and had baptized |,690 persons during
those years.
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The following list is as complete as research could make it. There are surely omissions
and for them the writers apologize but hope it is complete enough for all to enjoy.

Able, J. L.
Adame, Manuel
Adams, C. N.
Adams, Luther L.
Alexander, Wm. L.
Allen, Cody R.
Allen, Howell F.
Ammons, Evander
Anderson, Roy
Andrews, S. P.
Archer, Harry R.
Asbury, R. R.
Ashley, Melvin F.
Ator, S. H., Jr.
Bacon, Thomas R., Jr.
Bailey, Donald D.
Bailey, Judson W.
Bailey, Marvin E.

Baines, L. H.
Baker, Thos. F.
Baker, Tom
Ballenger, Paul
Barnette, L. Atmar M.
Barrera, Mike
Barrett, L. E.
Bassett, Leslie
Beard, Louis A.
Beck, Dave
Becker, James A.
Beckman, W. C.
Bell, J. R.
Bell, O. Eugene
Bell, Judge W. E.
Beneke, William
Bencze, Paul

Bennett, G. G.
Benson, Prue
Berry, Dr. Charles
Berry, F. D.
Biles, Dr. E. W.
Billings, Fred
Bivens, Dr. Hollis E.
Bivens, R. S.
Bjorkland, B. H.
Black, Robert S.

Blakely, J. B.
Blalock, Bill
Bobo, John
Boehn, Ray
Boone, W. L.
Borum, W. F.
Bost, M. Ed
Bower, David
Bradshaw, Ralph
Brazelle, Horace
Breaker, Geo. H.
Breaux, Don
Breed, Johnny M.
Brewer, Foster
Bridgwater, Roger, III
Brigman, O. H.
Brinson, F. B.
Broughton, John S.

Brunson, John
Brunson, N. B., Sr.
Brunson, Robert R.
Bryan, Dr. W. G.
Bryan, Dr. John J.
Buckner, Spencer
Bullock, E. E.

Burchett, Chester
Burke, Dr. Jack
Burks, L. H.
Burr, Ogden
Burress, J. D.
Burt, Charles
Burt, R. E.
Bussell, A. A.
Bussell, J. D.
Cahoon, Charles
Cain, Earl
Caldwell, Charles B.

Callison, John M.
Campbell, G. B.
Campbell, Troy V.
Cantrell, Oliver
Capps, Wallace
Cardiff, Tom C.
Carruth, E. R.
Cavenough, ? ?

Ceeshne, J. A.
Cherry, Rayburn C.
Chivvis, John
Clark, J. Howard
Coe, Bruce S.

Cohen, Herman
Coleman, Tom
Colley, A. S., Jr.
Collier, Allen
Collier, O. E.
Cooksey, W. J.
Cordova, R. Scott
Cowden, John W.
Cox, Clifton
Crain. Jesse E.

Crowley, Dale
Cude, Elwood
Curtis, Emmit Lamar
Daniel, W. K.
Daughtry, Frank
Davidson, Arch U.
Davis, H. E.
Davis, Richard
Delgado, Richard
Denison, J. F.
Dennis, Fred H.
Doering, Walter
Donaldson, Dwight
Dorsey, Sam E.

Dugger, B. Gene
Dunn, T. Lewis
Dunson, Robert M.
Durkee, C. A.
East, Charles
Eaves, Marvin L., Jr.
Eckeberger, Jack
Edge, S. Z.
Edwards, Lindsey
Egge, Elvis
Elam, John Jr.
Ellington, W. Q.
Ellis, H. C.
Ewell, J. R.
Fair, James D.
Faison, E. F.
Fant, S. A.
Fechner, E. P
Fenner, Edwin H.
Finlay, L. E.

Fite, J. E.
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The Five Church Houses of First Baptist Church
During the one hundred forty-four years of its

existence, First Baptist Church has worshipped
God in five different locations. Four were located

relatively close to one another in downtown
Houston. On October 13.1974. the church member-

ship voted to relocate many miles west on Katy
Freeway near Loop 610 West.

When First Baptist Church was organized in
1841, the congregation had no house of worship
save the homes of the members, and this is where
they met until June of 1846 when the church
passed a resolution accepting the uppermost room
of the Old City Hall as a temporary place of
worship until a church house could be erected.

During the year to follow, the ladies of the church
under the leadership of Mrs. Piety Hadley and

Mrs. Nathan Fuller labored to raise funds for the

erection of a building. The money that they raised

along with $2500 solicited by the pastor, paid for
the first church building.

First Baptist Church worshipped at this loca-
tion for thirty years until 1877 during the pastorate

of Dr. J. M. C. Breaker, when the property was

sold to Mr. Thomas Byrne. The cornerstone was

taken out and used in the second church house.

Shortly afterwards, the property was Ieased to an

undertaking firm which occupied it until May,
1900, when the old seemingly worthless structure
was demolished, fifty-nine years after its erectton.

The following article, however, concerning the

old church's destruction appeared inthe Houston
Daily Post on May 20. 1900.

"To the casual observer who stops at

the corner of Texas Avenue and Travis
Street to watch the work which is now

going on there, the scene presented is

merely that of an old and worthless

building being torn down. To such an

observer it only means that the old is

giving way to the new, that still another
new structure is being added to Houston's
list, that progress is making still another
stride forward. It is all commonplace and

monotonous and, after watching the
workmen for a few minutes, the casual

observer will possibly turn and go away.

"But to some of the old residents of the
city, an entirely different scene is pre-

sented. To them there is something in-
describably pathetic in the destruction of
this old building, which has weathered the
storms for over half a century and which
has seen Houston develop from a little
muddy villagc to a modern city with its
thousands of people and its many diversi-
fied interests. The scene is all the more
pathetic to these old timers because of the
character ofthe building itself, because of
the countless tender memories which are

connected with its earlier days and be-

cause, too, its destruction marks the
passing away of the last old church in the
city and one of the few remaining land-
marks on which the finger of Time has

written the history of the pioneer days of
the metropolis of the Southwest.

"And, indeed, to one in whose soul
there is a spark of sentiment, sadness at

the passing away of the old structure will
at times even overpower the latter day
dreams of commercial importance and

metropolitan proportions which the erec-

tion of a new building always brings
about.

"Fifty-nine years ago, in 1841, the
Baptists of the village at the head of
navigation on Buffalo Bayou, organized a

congregation. They had no church in
which to worship, for in those days it was

not an altogether easy matter to raise

money to build churches, but they had
faith, and that for the time being was

sufficient. For something like eight years,

this little band of honest, God-fearing
people struggled along until finally, in
1847, the way became clearer, and they
were enabled to erect an edifice in which
to gather for the purpose of worshipping
their God.

"Much of the credit for the consum-
mation of the hopes of the little congre-
gation, according to some of the surviving
oldtimers, is due to Mrs. Piety L. Hadley
and Mrs. Nathan Fuller, both now de-
ceased, who were two of the leading
spirits in the little band of Baptists, and

on the shoulders of whom fall much of the
burden incident to the raising of the

necessary funds.

"And, finally, in 1847, the church was

completed. What is now merely a mass of
broken brick and mortar was then a very
pretentious building, as pretentious build-
ings went in those days. It was only one

story in height, it is true, but it compared
most favorable indeed with other struc-
tures in town, and its builders were

satisfied.

"At that time the pastor of the congre-
gation was Rev. M. William Tryon, father
of Dr. W. A. Tryon of this city, who had
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been selected in 1845, two years before
this church building was completcd. Hc
was universally beloved and admired, but
his flock was not to enjoy his counsel for
long, and in November,1847 , only a short
time after the completion ofthe church,
the Master whom he served called him
and he went away, across the dark river to
that bourne from which no traveler e'er
returns. At that time there was a little
graveyard connected with the church,
notwithstanding the fact that it was in the
center of town, and there, in a quiet
corner, where the trees murmured all day
long in response to the caresses ofthe soti
south wind, the remains oI the be loved
pastor were laid to rest. Later, when the
growth of the town made the matter o[
maintaining a church yard in the business
district an impossibility. the body was
exhumed and reinterred in Glenwo<ld.

"The second minister called to the
pastorate of the church was Rev. R. C.
Burleson. who was one of the best known
divines of that time. Then, in the order
named, came the Revs. Thomas Chilton,
George W. Tucker, Martin, J. T. Zealy,
Horace Clark and J. C. Breaker.

"The Rev. Mr. Breaker rvas the last
pastor of the old church, and his connec-
tion with it closed in 1877, thirty years
after the building was erected.

"ln 1877 the congregation decided to
build a new church, and the property on
the corner of Texas Avenue and Travis
Street was accordingly sold to Mr. Thomas
Byrne, the present owner. The cornerstone
ofthe old church was taken out to be used

in the new edifice, and then the old
building which had sheltered the congre-
gation for thirty years, was lett to its fate.

"Shortly after the transfer the property
was leased to an undertaking firm and it
has served in the conduct ofthat business
from that time until a few weeks ago,
when the firm moved into a new building,
and preparations were made for the tearing
down of the old church.

"Thus it is that the building which
formerly sheltered a devout band of wor-
shippers, the structure at the altar of
which so many happv marriages had been
consecrated and so many babes had been
immersed, was converted into a temporary
resting place {'or the dead. There, in the
carly days. many of the most prominent
marriages of the time wcre solemnized.
There. manv of thc younger generalion
received the blessing of the church. And
there. in later vears. in the midst of the

funeral trappings of the modern morgue,
reposed the dead bodies of hundreds of
people from all walks of life. There,
before being taken to the grave in the
potter's field, rested for awhile the remains
of the pauper unfortunate who died far
away from home and friends. There, too,
under the plain white winding sheet, lay
the remains of many whose candle of lif'e
had been snuffed out by violent means. by
the knife or the bullet ofthe assassin; and
there, too, have lain the ghastly remains
of men and women who, becoming tired
of life for some of many reasons, fired the
fatal shot or drew the glistening blade
which made them suicides.
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"And now the old building, which has

seen so much happiness and so much
sorrow is no more. Its sturdy old walls
were razed to the ground last week and
ever since, workmen have been busily
engaged in clearing away the debris and

making way for the foundations of the
new building which is to take its place.

This new structure is to be devoted to
amusements, and on the spot where
formerly the praise of a devout band of
worshippers went up to the Master and
where later silent faces and sightless eyes

looked up to heaven, will be heard the
music of the dance and the happy laughter
ofyoung men and women. . . .

(Furnished by Mrs. Fred M. Court,
who was married in this church on
July 20, | 881.)

A site at the corner of Rusk and Fannin was

secured and partially paid for in 1868. A new
building was begun on this site in 1877. An article
concerning the laying of the cornerstone of the
second church appeared in the Daily Post,
Houston, Texas, July 22, 1883.

. . . The building, when completed, will be an
ornament to our city and one of the finest
church edifices in the state. It will be Gothic
in style, the entire length being 85 feet and
the width 56. lt will have a basement, with a
lecture room and four smaller rooms in the
rear leading to the second floor, on which
will be the auditorium 6l feet long and 48

feet wide, with a gallery in front and with an

inclined floor descending to the first pews.

The pulpit platform will be octagonal, l7
feet wide and l6 deep, one-half extending
into an arched recess 25 feet high. On this
will be the space also for the choir and a pipe
organ, and beneath it will be the baptistry,
connected by a door with the two robing

rooms in the rear and to the right and left of
the recess. The auditorium will be finished
above with open timber roof, in natural
wood. The windows will be filled with stained
cathedral glass, and most, if not all, of them
will be memorial windows. The tower and

steeple will rise 145 feet above the ground,
this being I 0 feet higher than any other in the
city. . . .

In 1880 the structure was completed and the
church moved in. During the same period several
missions were started which later developed into
churches. Twenty years later, the building was

destroyed by the great Galveston hurricane on
September 8, 1900 and the site on which the
church had stood was sold.

A new site was purchased at the corner of
Walker and Fannin for $8.000. and under the
leadership of Dr. B. F. Riley, the cornerstone was
laid on November 12, 1902. While the church was
under construction the church met in a dance hall
leased immediately after the Galveston hurricane.
A magnificant stone structure was completed on
June l ,1904. The building was damaged during a

storm in 1915, repaired, and eventually sold for
$7l,000.



Under the leadership of Dr. James B. Leavell,
First Baptist Church acquired a half block of land
on Lamar between Main and Fannin in 1920 as a

result of the generosity of a church member, Mr.
R. E. Burt. On March l0th of that year, a

resolution was passed to begin the construction of
a five-story Sunday School building and an audi-
torium basement. That building was dedicated on
March 28,1926. The seating capacity was 2,800,
and the total cost was $2,500,000. Of the original
land, the Main Street lot was sold in 1927 for
$275,000 cash.

In 1953, under the leadership of Dr. K. O.
White, the main auditorium was air-conditioned
at a cost of $ 145,000. During 1954, the lower floor
of both the auditorium and the education building
were renovated. remodeled, and air-conditioned
at a cost of $200,000. A beautiful chapel seating
230 persons was completed.

In the lall of 1955, a fund was started to add four
stories and a roofgarden to the education building.
The addition was dedicated in June, 1958, making
the building the tallest Baptist education building
in the country. The cost of the addition was
$ I,500,000. The general chairman of the Expansion
Committee on this project was Elbert Roberts;
Vern Priddy, vice general chairman, and Wesley
Nagorney, canvass committee chairman. Repre-
sentative committees were headed by E. E. Hall,
W. Carloss Morris, Thomas Menefee, C. B.
Caldwell, Mrs. W. C. Morris, Mrs. C. B. Caldwell,
Wallace P. Finfrock, Henry N. Shaffer, Haskell
Cantrell, Stewart Morris, and George Glasson.
Travis Key was assistant pastor; Paul Green,
minister of education.

On February 10, 1970, Dr. John R. Bisagno
became pastor of First Baptist Church. Under his
leadership, the church began a period of unparal-
leled growth. The building was filled to capacity.

and there was no room to expand. Finally, over
four years later, on October 13, 1974, the First
Baptist Church membership voted to begin construc-
tion on a new building on Katy Freeway at Loop
610 West. The last service in the downtown
building was held March 27,1977 . The first service
was held in the fifth church house on April 3, 1977.

The cost of the new church buildine has been
$23.000.000.

During Dr. Bisagno's ministry, First Baptist
Church has become a legend in the example of its
members putting the work of the Kingdom first
with contributions far in excess of $ l0 million per
year, and with the addition of the educational
facilities, the Christian Life Center, expanded
parking, and, most important of all, an expanded
staff.

r82



The Cornerstones
Records of the church reveal that each of the

five church houses of First Baptist Church have
had cornerstones built into the buildings. Un-
fortunately the contents ofthe cornerstones ofthe
first and third buildings are not available but the
second, third and fifth church houses of First
Baptist Church are.

When the cornerstone was laid for the second
church building which was erected on the corner
of Rusk Avenue and Fannin Street, an article
appeared inlhe Daily Posl, Houston, Texas, July
22,1883. In the article the contents ofthe box were
described as follows:

Among the articles to be deposited in the
cornerstone will be lists of the following
persons: The officers and members of the
church, and trustees of the church, the
Building and Finance Committee, the Ladies'
Effort Society, officers and teachers of the
Sunday School, officers of Holland Lodge
and Gray Lodge, those officiating in laying
the stone, the architect and contractors of
the building, the donor of the stone (Mr.
Byrnes), the City Council, together with
copies of the city papers. The procession,
starting from the Masonic Temple, will be
headed by the Chicago Band.

The paper on which lists of officers, members of
the church committees, Sunday School teachers,
and the Ladies'Effort Society are written is in a
state of disintegration. Deciphering the names is
no longer possible. The By-Laws of Holland
Lodge No. l, Gray Lodge No. 329, Ruthven
Commandery No. 2 and Houston Typographical
Union No. 87 are readable but in fraeile condition.
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