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Articles of Faith
Union Baptist Church of

Brooksville, Florida
(r-s)
lst We believe in one only true and living God and that there are three persons in the Godhead -

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

2nd We believe that the scriptures of the Old and Nerv Testaments are the word of God and the only
rule of faith and practice.

3rd We believe in eternal and particular election.

4th We believe in the doctrine of original sin.

5th We believe in man's impotency ofhis own free will and ability to recover himself from the state

he is in by nature.

6th We believe that sinners are justified in the sight of God only by the imputed righteousness of
Christ.

7th We believe that God's elect shall be called, renewed and sanctihed by the Holy Spirit.

8th We believe that the saints shall persevere in grace and never finally fall away.

9th We believe that Baptism and the Lord's Supper are ordinances of Jesus imposed upon his
churches, that nothing is baptism except immersion: that believers are the only subjects of this
ordinance, and that none but baptrsed believers are entitled to partake of the Lord's supper.

l0th We believe in the resurrection of the dead and a general judgment.

llth We believe that the punishment of the wicked will be everlasting and the joys of the righteous
will be eternal.

12th We believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances only such as are called and
have come under the hands of the Presbytery.



1st

Church Covenant
(1-6)

Having been as we trust brought by divine grace to accept the Lord Jesus Christ and to give

ourselves wholly to him, we do now solemnly and joyfully covenant with each other to walk together

in him with brotherly love to his glory as our conlmon Lord.
We do therefore in his strength engage:-

That we will exercise a Christian care and watchfulness over each other as occasion may require.

That we will not fonake the assembling of ourselves together, but will uphold the pubiic worship
of God and the ordinances of his house.

We will not omit closet and family religeon [sic] at home, nor neglect the great duty of
religeously [sic] training our children and those under our care for the service of Church and the
enjoyment of heaven

4th That as we are the light of the world and the salt of the earth, we will seek divine aid to enable

us to deny ungodliness, and every worldly lust, and to walk circumspectly in the world that we

may win the souls of men.

That we will in all conditions even till death strive to live to the glory of Him who hath called
us out of darkness into His marvelous light. And may the God of peace who brought again from
the dead the Lord Jesus Christ that great shepherd of the sheep tkough the blood of the
everlasting covenant made us perfect in every good work to do his will working in us that which
is well pleasing in his sight, strong in Jesus Christ to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Rules of Decorum
(6-8)
lst When the church meets in conference and the pastor absent, it shall choose a moderator pro tem

in his place.

2nd Conference shall be openedby prayer or praise, and then proceedto business.

3rd Members of sister churches shall be invited to seats with us, but may not vote.

4th The door of the church shall be opened for the reception of members.

sth Minutes of the last meeting shall be read.

6th The peace ofthe church called for.

7th Resolutions and motions made and seconded shall be determined by yea and nay, except when
withdrawn by the mover.

8th Any business of the church may be laid over by the consent of a majority present.

gth A majority shall nrle in all cases except in the reception of members which shall be unanimous.

lfth The moderator shall have power to preserve order dwing conference, but any mernber (if he

wishes) may appeal to the conference and a vote of a majority shall be final.

llth No person shall be intemrpted while speaking unless he depart from the subject. Neither shall
any brother be allowed to speak more than twice on the same subject unless permitted by the
conference.

l2th All persons shall rise from their seats to speak and address the moderator as brother.

13th The term brother shall be used in speaking of any male member.

14th Each member shall have the privilege of voting on any question put to the church

15th All acts of the church shall be recorded by the Clerk.

16th This Decorum may be changed by a two third majority present.
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+(e)

Union Baptist Church at Pierceville . February..1856
After a sefinon from our pastor Rev'd J. H. F_reder, conference rvzts opened for business. The

4th and lst Srmdap in each month were announced as the regular appointments for Divine service at

this place & the Saturday immediately preceding the hrst Sabbath in each month was adopted as a day
to hold regular monthly church meetings. There being no further business conference closed in order

Fred K. Lrc, Ch Clerk
+
Union Baptist Church at Pierceville. March 2nd 1856.

After preaching by our pastor, Rev. J. H.E1gekq, the church opened conference and a door of
the church being opened for the reception of members Received by letter Tom a slave belonging to Mr.
Joseph Hale. Took into consideration the propriety of appointing a Treasurer for the church and Brother
F. I.Jkes who had previously resignedthe office of church clerk was appointed Treasurer of the Church
and Brother Thomas C. Ulis was uunimously elected church clerk from this date.

Fred K. Lylgs, Church Clerk
+(10)
Union Baptist Church" April 5th 1856.

After preaching by our Pastor the Rev. J. Fl Breaker conference was opened- Application having
been made by Bro. Jno. S. lAflof for a letter of dismission from this church. On motion it was

unanimously agreed to fumish such letter.
A motion by Brother P. G Wgll was made to fix a certain time for holding church communion.

Whereupon it was agreed to hold it quarteriy commencing the lst Sunday of Jan. last.

There being no further business conference closed in order.
Thos. C. Ellis, Church Clerk

+(11)
Union Baptist Churchat Pierceville 3rd May 1856.

After prayer by our pastor the Rev'd J. H. Breaker ,conference was opened for business. The case

of Clark's Ben being taken up. After some argument & consideration the case was continued for fuither
consideration.
There being no further business conference closed in order.

Thos. C. ru, Church Clerk
+Union Baptist Church'at Pierceville.

In consequence oflndian disturbance conference meetings were suspended in the months
of June and July last.

Thos. C. Ellis, Church Clerk



+(r r-r2)
Saturday, August 30th, 1856.

Conference being opened for business, the Church Clerk not being present F. H. p-de,nlgon rvas

appointed Clerk protem. On motion Brother F. Lykes was appointed to write our letter to the
Association BrotherJ. H. &p*ak=pf presented his letter of dismission from the Baptist Church at Tamp4
and asked for admission into the Union Baptist Church at Pierceville. On motion he was unanimously
received in full fellowship. Upon further motion it was thought expedient to appoint delegates to our
next association to be held at Fort Clark, rvhereupon Brother Bjg?$gf and brother W.e!] was unanimously
appointed. Brother T. EUiq and F. H. Edqrig$gn alternates.

According to request made by the last Association that each church in the bounds of the
Association should use their best endeavors to secure as large a sum as possible for the support of
missions in the bounds of this association, it was thought expedient to circulate at an early day a
subscription list for this object It was fruther requested that the church Treaswer should ascertain what
amount the Church has contributed in any and every way for the promotion of Christ's Kingdom on earth
and that it be emMied in our letter to the next Assmiation There being no further business conference
closed. F. H. Ederineton, Ch. Clerk, pro tem.
+(rs)
Sunday Sept. 8th, 1856.

After preaching by otu Fstor, Rev. J. H. Ereaker, the door of the church being opened, received
forBaptism JohnNedlt andWrn B. Powell andthe next Sunday appointed for their Baptism near Lake
Lindsey.

Thos. C. EJli,l, Church Clerk.
+
Union Baptist Church Saturday Oct. 4th 1856.

After preaching by our Pastor, Rev. J. H. Ereakqr, conference opened The letter prepared by
brotherl"ykes to the association was zubmitted, amended and received There being no further business
conference closed in order.

Next day Sunday Oct. 5ttl.
After preaching by our Pastor Rev. J. H. Breaker, the door of the church being opened, received

for baptism a colored woman belonging to F. Lykes.
A collection was taken up by Bro. F. Lvkes for the support of home missions and the sum of

Eleven 751100 dollars was received to be sent up to the association by our delegates.
Thos. C. Ellis. Church Clerk.



+(t1)
Union Baptist Church Piereeville Dec. 28th 1856.

After preaching by our pastor, Rev. J. H. Efggkqr, at the close of the service a colored woman

of Dr. M4yo.was received as a candidate for baptism-

Conference was then organized by appointing Bro. P. G. W4ll moderator. On motion it was

unanimously agreed upon to call our brother the Rev. J. H. Brealcer to preach for the church the next

year. There being no other business conference then adjourned.
Thos. C.Ellp, Church Clerk.

+

Union Baptist Church Pierceville March tst 1857.

After preaching by our pastor the Rev. J. H. &Aker the door of the church was opened and

received by letter Mrs. Angelina Breaker. The services then closed.

Thos. C.E!!E Church Clerk.
+(rs)
Union Baptist Church Pierceville Sunday April 5th 1857.

After preaching by our pastor, the Rev. J H. B_..akqr, a colored woman Martha belonging to Cap.

W*. Hgpg presented herself to the church. After examination by the pastor she was received as a

candidate for baptism. The Lord's supper was then administered. The meeting then closed.

Thos. C. Ellig, Church Clerk.
+
Union Baptist Church May 24,1857.

After preaching by our pastor, the Rev. J. H. Breaker the door of the church was opened and
received as a candidate for baptism Mrs. Mary E. Eqj&ell. The meeting then closed.

Thos. C.Ellis, Church Clerk.
+

Union Baptist Chtrch Brooksville June 28th 1857.

After preaching by our pastor, the Rev. J. H. Breaker the door of the church was opened and

received as a candidate for baptism Ben a colored man belonging to Anderson lv[gyo. Also received a

colored man by letter by oaote of Jack Peck belonging to tUr. fom May. Also our brother the Rev.$. e .g,e'
)r r : r. F{=Breaker askedto be dismissed from this church to join the Eden church at l,ake Lindsey, which was

granted with instruction to the Clerk to issue a letter of dismission. The meeting then closed.

Thos. C. Ellis, Church Clerk.



+il6)
Union Baptist Church, Sunday 27 Sept. i857

After preaching by our pastor, the Rev. J. H. @!gf, the church resolved itself into conference
for appointing Delegates to the Alachua Association to be'[gldih'with the New Hope Church Marion
County, Fla. commencing Saturday before the 4 Sunday in Oii n-ext and for other purposes appointed
P. G. @LChurch (protem).

Brethren J. H. Breaker & Thos. C. Ellis were nominated and duly elected as such delesates and
P. G. Wall & F. LJtr;Tternates. eri.blqg Church Clerk rvas appointed to write iire usual
corresponding letter from this church to the association. A collection was taken up for missionary and
other purposes.

The propriety of establishing a Sunday School and bible class at our church at Brooksville was
considered and on motion of brother F. H. Edetinggn was postponed until next Sunday for further
consideration. There being no further business conference closed in order.

P. G. ytull Church Clerk protem.
+(t7)
UnionBaptistChurch Sunday4thOct. 1857.

After preaching by our pastor, the Rev. J. H. Breaker, conference convened for the purpose of
acting on the unfrnished business of last Sunday and for other purposes.

Whereupon it was decidedthat next Sunday shouldbe appointed for a day to meet for preaching
and organizing a Sunday School & bible class to examine a corresponding letter from this chrirch to the
Association. At the close after meeting a collection was taken up for missionary and other purposes and
aded [sic] to that of last Sunday amounting to fifty nine dollars & ten cents.

On motion of bro. @!! brotherF. H. E4g"ngtog was unanimously elected superintendent of the
Sunday School and W. W. Wall Librarian. BrotherJ. H. Breaker was asked and agreed to superintend
the bible class forthe pr.r.ril-_A small subscription * tnJ ruUr"ribed to raise funds to purchase books
for a Sunday School library andbro. E.edqr requestedto make the arrangements to purchase the books.
There being no further business conference closed in order.

Thos. C. Ellis, Church Clerk.
+(t8)
Union Baptist Church Dec.26, 1857.

After preaching by our pastor, Rev. J. H. Breaker, the church resolved iaelf into conference. The
church clerk not being present Bro. P. G. Wall was chosen Clerk pro tem. The first business was the
calling a pastor for the insuing year, whichEs unanimously extended to our present pastor, the Rev.
J. H. Breaker. There being no further business conference closed in order.

P. G. Wall- Clerk Protem.



+(re)
Union Baptist Church 21 March 1858.

Afterpreachingby our pastorthe Rev. J. H. B_@ef. the attention of the church was called to an
application made by the colored members of the church to hold commnnion separate from the white
members. Whereupon motion said request was gnnted to them to do so. Done by order of the church.

Thos. C. Ellis- Church Clerk.

+
Union Baptist Church 9th April 1858.

After preaching by our pastor, the Rev. J. H Qg3ler conference being opened, case of our sister
DWggS, who being in a helpless condition, was taken up and a subscription of thirty-nine dollars was
subscribed for her support. From a request made by our sister church Eden asking for a committee from
this churchto meet with them in council on the Sanrday before the 2d Sunday in May next to assist in
settling some difiiculty that had arose. No further business conference then closed in order.

Thos. C. Ellis, Church Clerk.
+(20)
UnionBaptistChurch Pierceville 19thDec. 1858.

After preaching by our pastor, the Rev. J. H. Bleaker, the church then proceeded to the election
of a pastor to supply this church for the ensuing year. The Rev. J. H. Breaker was unanimously chose.

Thos. C. Ellis, Church Clerk.
+
Union Baptist Church Brooksville 1Oth ofApril 1859.

After preaching by our pastor, the Rev J. H. Breaker, the door of the church was opened. Arthur
a colored man belonging to lv{rs. Matilda lQv presented himself to the church for membership and be ing
examined by our pastor on motion he was received and the right hand of fellowship extended.

Thos. C. Ellis, Church Clerk.
+

Union Baptist Church Brooksville 4th June 1859.

After preaching by Bro. Jno H. Benton, conference being opened for business Bro. Bentgn was
licensed to preach the gospel. There being no further business conference was closed.

Thos C. Ellis, Church Clerk.
+(2 r)
UnionBaptistChurch Brooksville June 18, 1859.

After preaching by our pastor the Rev. J. H. Breaker conference being opened for business,

i'i' ::r,r, Nancy, Hampton & Merry, slaves belonging to Mrs. Matilda Pl N. U[ql presented themselves to the
church for membership. After being examined by our pastor they were received as candidates for
baptism & the right hand of fellowship was extended to them. /.'...

Also Brother Chesley Hill & Sister Hill his wife & Brother Wm. H. lv{4j_n was unanimously_
received into the membership of this church by letter and the right hand of fellowship extended to them/_
There being no firther business conference closed-

Thos. C. ru, Church Clerk.



+(22)

Union Baptist Church Brooksville August 7th, 1859.

The Rev. Wm. @1 led in the service before the Rev. J. H. pSeaker proceeded to conference
was opened and Jack a slave of Bro Elginggon was received as being a member in Carolina after-a :'-
statement of bro. Ederington knowing the fact. There being no further business conference closed.

Thos. C. Ellis, Church Clerk.
i-

Union Baptist Church Brookville 15th Oct. 1859.

After preaching by our pastor the Rev. J. H. Break ,er conference being opened a collection was
taken up for the support of missions to the amount of{ftlr-one dollars and seventy five cents. The church
then proceeded to appoint delegates to the association to be held at this place. On motion our pastor the
Rev. J. H. Breaker & bro. Fred L{S}s was appointed. Bro. P. G. Wall & Thos. C. Eliq alternates. There
being no further business conference closed.

Thos. C. Ellis, Church Clerk.
+(23)

Union Baptist Church Brooksville 16th Oct. 1859

After prreaching by our pastor, the Rev. J. H. B. re&r, the door of the church being opened, Mrs.
Flannah&yrc.andMiss Sarah Wattingggn were unanimously received and the right hand of fellowship
extended to them. There being no further business, conference closed.

Thos. C.Ellis, Church Clerk.
+

UnionBaptist Church Brookwille 20thNov. 1859.

After preaching by our pastor the Rev. J. H- Blgakgr, conference being opened. After some
discussion on Dr. B@4's case, on motion Bro. J. H. B-ry9@r was appointed as a commiffee to wzut t ...u i
upon Bro. J. N. Bentqn and notify him that his case would be tried on the lst Sunday-ln Dac- next ana
that he uas requestedto return his iicense to this church. Otherwise he will be published. There being
no further business conference closed.

Thos. C. Ellis. Church Clerk.
+t2,4)

UnionBaptistChurch Brooksville 8th ofDec. 1859.

The Pastorbeing absent the church went into conference. Appointed Bro. Wm. H. Mdn to the
chair. After prayer by bro. \&tg Dr. John N. Bentqn's case was taken up. After examining all the
evidence, he was found gulty and excommunicated by a unanimous vote by the churctr- The church then
proceeded to call a pastor forthe ensuing year. Bro. J. H. Bjakg: was uuudmously chosen & the church
agrees to pay the sum of two hundred dollars for preaching twice a month. There being no fi.rther
business conference closed-

Thos. C. Ellis, Church Clerk.

10



+(2s)
UnionBaptist Church Brooksville 4th March 1860.

After preaching by our pastor, Bro. J. H. Breaker, conference opened. The case of Jack t&!l and
Allen lggr.sgn, colored members was taken up. They both appeared and confessed to falt [sicj and asked
forgiveness of the church On motion the sense of the church rvas taken & they were reinstated to their
former position in the church. The charge being made against Henry Law for drunkenness and for using
profane language, the church cited him to appear at our next meeting to answer said charges. There
being no further business conference closed.

Thos. C. Ellis, Church Clerk.
+
Union Baptist Church 18th March 1860.

After preaching by our pastor the Rev. J. H. Breaker, conference opened the case- of Henry law
a colored member was called and on his refusing6 ufp"* 4ad r. :],". a'd by,fy' =,,'i"by a
messenger that it was not a proper case to come before the church he was sygsmsrrrnicated by a
unanimous vote of the church & the clerk or any of the other brethren directed to inform him of the
proceedings of the church. There being no further business conference closed-

Thos. C. Ellis. Church Clerk.
+(26)
Union Baptist Church l5thApril 1860.

After preaching by our pastor, the Rev. J. H. Brg*er, conference opened.
On complaints being made against bro William Ptr ] for drunkenness, On motion bro. Wm.

H. Main was appointed to cite him to attend at our next regular meeting to answer said charge Q*g
. examination being made for a letter of dismission for Nancy, a colored member belonging to Mr. May,
it was agreed to & the clerk directed to make out the letter. There being no further business the
conference was closed.

Thos. C.Elis, Church Clerk.
+(27)

Union Baptist Church Brootsville 6th May 1860.
Afterpreaching by our pastor, the Rev. J.H. g@.er, the case of Wm. B. h$p.ll was taken up

, and on motion by his being found gullty of drunkenness?r.) _- tis ., 
=_t:::_the 

church he was
expelledWAV a unanimous vote of the church. Done in conference and by order of the church.

Thos. C. E!!ir, Church Clerk.
-1-

Union Baptist Church Brooksville 20 May 1860.
A suggestion being made by our pastor, the Rev. J. H. Breaker,, the propriety of employing a

missionary for this associational district it was resolved by the church that our pastor direct a
communication to Elder J. S. Baker pledging our confributions to make up in connection with the
contributions of other churches of the Alachua Association the sum of five hundred dollars for his
support. Done by order of the church. Thos. C._E!lis, Church Clerk.

l1



-t-

Union Baptist Church Brooksville.
After preaching by our pastor the Rev. J. H. Breaker, _Delsina Thigpen presented his letter

for membership in the church. On motionle was unaffiious$ received and thEfht'lanO of fellowship
extended the 5th day of July 1860. lte-

Thos. C.E!ir, Church Clerk.
+(28)

Union Baptist Church Brooksville Sept. 16tit, 1860.

After preaching by our pastor, the Rev. J. H. Breakeq the door of the church being opened
Martha a colored woman of N{rs Sa4gn presented herself to the church & after she was examined by our
pastor she was unanimously received-

On motion of Bro. Wall the clerk was ordered to fumish a letter of dismission to Sister Sarah
Clark. Done by order of the church.

Thos. C. Ellis. Church Clerk.
+(2e)

Union Baptist Church Brooksville Oct 7th 1860

After preaching by our pastor the Rev. J. H. Breqkgr, conference was opened. A colored woman
belonging to lvfr. Wigg$ presentd herself for membenhip. On motion on a profession of her faith she

was received andthe right hand of fellowship was extended. A collection was taken up for the support
of the Association and for missionary purposes. The church then proceeded to the appointment of
delegates to the Association to be held at Ocala.

On motion our pastor J. H. Breaker and John Nevitt were appointed. There being no further
business conference closed.

Thos. C. Ellis, Church Clerk.
+
The Union Baptist Church Brooksville Nov. 17th 1861

. After preaching by the Rev. J. H. Breaker, the church being opened received as candidate for
baptism Henry, a colored boy belonging to Capt. IrJkgs, and a colored woman belonging to Judge @!!.
There being no frrther business conference adjoumed

Thos. C. Ellis. C. Clerk.
+(30)
Union Baptist Church Brooksville Dec lst 1861.

After preaching by the Rev. J. H. Efeakgr, the door of the church was opened and Mrs. Elizabeth
C. Henderson was unanimously received as a candidate for baptism. There being no further business
the meeting closed-

Thos. C.P-!ir, C. Clerk.
+
Brooksville 8th Dec. 1861. Union Baptist Church.

The meeting being protracted from the first of this month up to this time, the door of the church
was opened & Mrs. Marina I&y, Miss Susan U&ll, Miss Manda Hill, Mrs. Sarah J. Tayler were
unanimously received as candidates for baptism.

Thos. C. Ellis, C. Clerk.

t2
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+(3 t)
Brooksville l lth Dec 1861.

The meeting still being protracted up_to this time, the door of the church being opened for the
aception [sic] ofmembers Sallie A..Eedich March A. McCa{y, Luvryi,a N Ydyggton, Sarah C. Al-l-en,

Charlotte E. Ederinglon, Mrs. Eliza Hale, Caroline !19!e, Mr.' '" Qeg3d, Indiana Hope, Mrs. Jane

-Mclendon &ffi-d. Mclendon. AdGre unanimous[ received as candidates lorfrpism.

-Thos. 

C. Ellis, C. ct*k
+
Union BaptistChurch Brooksville 12th Dec. 1861.

After preaching by our pastor the Rev. J. H. Rreaker, the door of the church being opened Miss
Mary Hgrell & Antonett $4ort came forward & joined the church & were received as candidates for
baptism.
+
Sunday the l5th of Dec. 1861.

After preaching by our pastor the door of the church being opened, M* qi+Str 
" 

Miss Idella

_Hp+e came forward & joined the church & was unanimously received as candidates'for baptism. The

congregation was then dismissed & the colored people were called in and after a short exhortation by
our pastor the door of the church was opened & eight came forward & presented themselves to the

church After being examined by g_qpastor, they were received as candidates for baptism, to wit:
Mn.!!ay's Frank. Mr. Eubanks' S.t{, Mr. Law's Isaac. Mn. P:lgggn's Dinanah. Harriett, Flora &
Henrybelonglngto Capt. LEgs & Mrs. Wm. Eubanks' Louisa. Henry Lery, a colored man, who had
been excommunicated from the church came forward to be restored After being examined by our pastor
he was restored & the right hand of fellowship extended. The meetingthen closed with night.
+(32)

Monday 16tll 1861.

At night after preaching by our pastor, the door of the church was opened & John C. E_Uig, Josiah
, B. [^aw. Frances Law and Miss Catherine Eubanks came forward & were unanimouslv received as
/--..............'# .-- 

-

*candidates 
forelTsrn ffi-.-gw also presentedherself for membership after suffrcient evidence of her

having been a member of the baptist church in Georgia. She was unanimously received as a member o
this church.

.. Dec. | 7ih, 1 86 1. At nigbt.
After praching by our pastor, the door ofthe church was opened & Mss

unanimously received as a candidate for baptism. The meeting then closed.
Thos. C.Ellis, C. Clerk.

Elhgg$qr was

+(js)
Brooksville 19thDec. 1861.

After preaching at nidrt by our pastor, the door of the church was opened. Mr. Randolph Sa.ron

was unanimously received as a candidate for baptism. Meeting then closed.

Thos. C. ry, Church Clerk.

l3



fNote: The dates in original are out of order and transcribed as written. AMOH]
+
Friday night 18th Dec. 1861. _ .__-/

After preaching by our pastor, the door of the church being opened, Joseph6w & Miss Jane I=alv

came forward & were unanimously received as candidates for baptism. The meeting then closed.

Thos. C Ell1s, Church Cl'k.
+(31)

Saturday night Dec. 21st 1861.

After preaching by our pastor, the door of the church was opened for the reception of coiored
members.
Charles & Susan belonging to Maj. Peterson. Princs belonging to Mr. Elg5g! & Louisa belonging to
Mrs. friebele, & Bettie belongrng to John A. qggglt & Lucy belonging to Mrs. T_gylar. Nancy belonging
to Mrsl36loa also April belonging to Mrs. Sqvell, who had been expelled came forward to be restored
being examined by our pastor. He was restored & right hand of fellowship extended him. The meeting
then closed.

Thos. C.g}lis., C. Clerk.
+(35)
Sunday 22nd- [1861]

After preaching by our pastor the door of the church was opened for the reception of members

& Miss P. Euba0ks & Mrs. Lan-s came forward and were unanimously received as candidates for
baptism. The meeting closed. The congregation then repaired to the pool for the purpose of
administering the ordinance of baptism.

The door of the church being opened as the pool, Joe belonging to J. E. lrigrsgrr, Sallie belonging
to lvks. C. B. Q'}ife{, Fannie belonging to Mr. A. Friersgn presented themselves and were unanimously
received.

Thos. C.Ellis, C. Clerk.
+
Sunday night 22 Dec. 1861.

After preaching by our pastor the door of the church w-as opened for the reception of members

and G. P YSlygdgn and Mrs. T-i€pen were unanimously recd. as candidates for baptism. Also, John
E. Howell presented his letter of dismission from the church fellowship in Marion Co. After reading the
letter he was ucanimously received . The meeting then closed.

Thos. C. Ellis, C. Clerk.
+(36)
Dec. 23rd, 1861. Monday night.

After preaching by our pastoE the Rev. J. If Bglakqr, the door of the church was opened & Miss
Annie Law came forw'ard and joined the church & was unanimously rec'd The meeting then closed.

'fr-os. C E!!S, C. Clerk.
+

Dec.26th, 1861.

At night after preaching by our Pastor, J. H. B, reaktr, the door of the church was opened and

-. ../'-SJ.Fl5*ShdMrs. C. Q.NeUtt came forward and were uunimously recd. as candidates for baptism.
- ',/ Thos. C. Ellis, C. C.
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+(37)
Union Baptist Church March lst, 1862.

After preaching by our pastor, the Rev. J. FL Breakg', conference was opened for church bwiness.
It was re.solved and carried that one Sabbath in each month should be assigned to the colored people for
preaching. The 3rd Sabbath was appointed to them by the pastor. There being no further business,

Conference closed in order.
Thos. C-_EJLis, C. Clerk.

+(37-39)
Union Baptist Church 2 day March 1862.

My being absent at different time when members have been received, I have not been abie to
keep a regular recor{ but &om the lst day of Dec. 1861 up to this time, the following white members
have been received and baptised The colored members will be found on another page.

1 . Mrs. Elizabeth llenderson
2. Miss Susan lVall
3. Mrs. MarinaMay
4. Mrs. S. J. Taylor
5. Miss Mandy Hill
6. Miss Eliza Hale
7. Miss Caroline Hale
8. Mrs. Margaret Sings
9. Miss Antonett Saxon
10. Miss Leonora Yelverton
11. Miss Sarah Hedick
12. Miss MarshMcCarty
13. Miss IndianaHope
14. Miss Idela Hope
1 5. Miss Kittie Er.rbanks

16. John C. Ellis
17. Miss Charlofte Ederington
18. Miss Francc Ederington
19. Miss Mary E. Howell
20. Miss Dora Saxon
21. Miss SaratrAllen
22. Miss Martha Garrard

23. JosiahB. Law
24. Mrs. Frances Law
25. Miss Jane Law
26. Joseph Wall
27.Mrs C. Q. Nevitt
28. Mrs. MaryI *ng
29. Iv{rs. Jane Mclendon

56. Miss Freddie Lykes
57. Miss Precious Ederineton
58. Frank Saxon
59. Thos. P.Gary
60. Mrs. T. A. Gary
61. Miss Pauline Ellis
62. Miss Rebecca Hope

15



30. Mrs. Thigpen
31. Miss Annie Law
32. Miss Pressie Eubanks
33. Dr. King
34. Mr. G. P. Yelverton
35. Miss Mary Seals

36. Wm. L. Frierson
37. Joseph H. Taylor
38. John Henderson
39. Lott Allen
40. Mr. Hedick
41. Mrs. Martha Frierson
42. Mn. Hedick
43. Mn. Allen
44. Mrs. Minnie Wall
45. Miss Alice Peterson
46. Miss Catherine Peterson
47. Miss Isabella Law
48. Miss JuliaMclendon
49. Cornelius Seals
50. Mrs. Eubanks
51. Mr. Wrn D. Eubanks
52. Miss Canie Eubanks
53. Randolph Saxon
54. James Sanderson

55. Miss Virginia Hope

+

Union Baptrst Church Brooksville March 9,1862.
After preaching by our pastor, the Rev. J. H. Breaker, the door of the church was opened. Mr.

Bowden presented himself for membership and was unanimously received as a candidate forbaptism.
There being no further business conference closed in order.

Thos. C.g!s, Church Clerk.

63. Miss Mary Saxon
64. M. Baumgardner
65. Mrs. Frances Hope
66. Mrs. Mar-v Hope
67. Miss Charlotte Hope
68. Miss Peniope Crum
69. Thos. B. Ellis
70. James L. Ellis
71. Mrs. Mary McMinn
72. George Bishop
73. John E. Harville by letter
74. Mrs. Sealsby-bter C{:'rr 5: }(
75. Allen B. Henderson by letter
76. Mrs. Elizabeth Munden [?] by ietter
77.i[,lr. Bowden
78. Mrs. Bowden
79. Ann Wilson
80. Marv M. Frierson.
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+GA)

Union Baptist Church Brooksville 16 March 1862.

This being the day appointed for colored peopie. After preaching by our pastor, the Rev. J. H.

-F{eeElr" the door of the church was opened for the reception of members & twenf,v-two came forward
& joined & was received as candidates forbaptism. Chany Eg$gtt, a colored woman, was restored. The
names of those that joined will be found recorded on the list of colored members.

The candidates & congregationthen repared [sicJ to the pool & received the ordinance of
baptism. The congregation was then dismissed.

Thos. C. EIis, Church Clerk.
+

Union Baptist Church Brooksville April 5th - 1862.

. After preaching by our pastor, the Rev. J. H. B*feeker, conference was opened for business.

: ( t, Charges have been preferred against Bi Baumgar€el for drunkenness and using profane language. He
not being present to answer said charges, it was moved and carried that his case be put off until the next
conference meeting. Bro. IJrkg_s and Bro. @l were appointed a committee to see him and talk with
him. Bro. C. Seals then arose and stated to the church that in the heat of passion he had cursed, and gave

as a reason, that it was a remark made by Bro. Gary for which he was sorry. Bro. Seals then repeated

the remark that he said Bro. Q45r made. Bro. Qgq' denied making use of the remark. On motion the
case was putiotr until ihe neilionfereo.. -".ffi. There being no further business, conference then
closed

Thos. C. Ellis, Church Clerk.
+HI )
Union Baptist Church Brooksville 4 Mav 1862.

After preaching by our pastor, the Rev. J. H. Rreaker, conference was opened for business. The
case of Bro. BaUlqgarcber was called and he being present arose and stated that he was sorry for his
conduct and promised that he would not be gurlty of such any more. On motion the church agreed to
continue him as a member of this church The case ofBros. ${s and Qgry *as then called. On motion
a committee of five was appointed to confer with them on their case. Brethren Breaker, U/4U, Tgylgr,
_E-dgCrg&n and E!!!s werl-appointed to act with them. The parties then came-before the committee
seperately [sic] and after agreeing to the proper conditions the case was amicably settled. The church
then ratified the settlement. There being no further business. conference closed.

Thos. C. Ellis, Church Clerk.
+ft2)
Union Baptist Church Brooksville 18 Mav i862.

This beingthe 3rd Sunday preaching for the colored people. After preachiog by our pastor, the
door of the church was opened and ten presented themselves for membership and were unanimously
recd- Their rurmes will be found among the list of colored members. No further business conference
closed.

Thos. C. Ellis, Church Clerk.
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+('t3)
Union Baptist Church at Brooksville 5th Julv 1862.

After preaching by our pastor, the Rev. J. H. B-reakgr, conference was opened for business.

Charges being preferred against Bro. M. lgglqg45lger for drunkenness and disorderly conduct on
motion he was excommunicated There beine no further business. conference closed in order.

Thos. C. Ellis. Church Clerk
T

Union Baptist Church Brooksville 20th Julv 1862.

After preaching by otrr pastor for the colored people, the door of the church was opened and nine
came fonvard and joined- The names will be found on the list of colored members. The congregation
then repaired to the pool and nineteen recd the ordinance of baptism. Ten of the members had joined
on tfiEl€Ih-of May. The right hand of fellowship was then extended to the nineteen.

Thos. C. Ellis, Church Clerk.
+(11-16)

Union Baptist Church Brooksville Sep. 6th - 1862.
After preaching by our pastor, the Rev. J. H. Breaker, conference was opened for business or to*r.o-, .. .

receive members. George glacb t{ampton Sersqy and Mary I{e{sgy, his wife, presented tkeokes and '\ ''-:'''' '
on motion they were received as members of this church. There being no firther business, conference
ciosed

Thos. C. Ellis, Church Clerk.
+
Union Baptist Church Brooksville Oct- 19th - 1862.

This being the 3rd Sunday, the appointed time for preaching for the colored people. After
preaching by our pastor, the door of the chrnch was opened for the reception of members. The following
named came forward and were recd as candidates for baptism: Ann belonging to Wm. HAE:; Louisa
belonging to Mrs. Sarah Egban|s; Martha belonging to Eubanks; Bert belonging to Mr. Eubanks; Robert
belonging to C. B. {$e:ll.Also: Ellen belonging to Mr. lv{cgg$y was recd. on the certificate of Sister
Martha J. Bg! that she wrs a member of the Baptist Church at Tampa-

Charges beingbrought againstPhillipbelonging to tv{n. lv[af fortaking a horse and riding it with
out permission and for making false statements and for quitting his rvife. After some considerable
discussion and he confessing his guilt and statingthat he was sorry for taking the horse and making false
statements, the church voted to retain him in the church. In the case between his wife it was put offfor
the next regular meeting for the colored people, which is the 3rd Sunday next November. Charges then
being preferred against Tilda belonging to Mrs. Uay for quitting her husband, the case was put offfor
next meeting. Charges then being prefened agaimt Stephen belonging to Dr. Mayg, for stealing a knife.
He notbeing present, Charles and Nero were appointed a committee to notiff him to appear at the next
meeting and answer the charge. The church then examined a letter that had been prepared to send to the
Association and adopted it.

October 1 9th, 1 862.....continued:
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Elder J. H. Bgker, Thos. C. Ellis & Josiah B. I:gry were appointed delegates to the Association.
Wm. L. lfyenon[sic], J. Bowden and John Ngvttt alternates. A collection was then taken for

Associational purposes, to the amount of $10.00. Amount contributed by the colored people 56.65. P.

G. lplt, F. H. Edginetc}n and David Hedick were appointed a committee to contract and have built a

suitable house at the pool. There being no further business conference closed
Thos. C. Ellis, ChurchClerk.

+(47)

Union Baptist Church Brooksville 29thNov. 1862.

Conference opened with prayer. Louvinia Ybh&dgn being charged with fornication. The proof
of the charge being well established, she was excommunicated from the church. Done by order of the
church. There being no further business conference closed-

+ 
Thos. C.glD, Church Clerk.

Union Baptist Church Brooksville 31 Jan. 1863.

Conference openedby prayer and short discourse by our pastor. The question was discussed in
regard to the best way to raise money for the ministerial services in our midst and for church expenses.

It was moved and carried that a uniform system be adopted on the advalorem[sicJ sistem[sic] to raise

funds, according to the amount of State Ta,r. It was farther moved that a committee be appointed to
arrange the plan if the church agee to saidplan. Brethren F. !y!es, J. M. !y!or, F. H. Ederineton, A.
B..Uqq*n, P. G. !p!l and Thos. C. E]lis were appointed as a committee.

---T-here being no further business conference closed.

Thos. C.EUI!, Church Clerk.
+(18)
Sunday 1 dayofFeb. 1863.

Atthe close of the services the question of raising money by advalorem sistem was laid before
the church and 'nanimously adopted The committee then retired and agreed to raise the amount of six
hundred dollars for the support of the ministry and church expenses. There being no further business

conference closed
Thos. C.E!!is, Church Clerk.

+

Union Baptist Church Brooksville Feb. 7th - 1863.

Conference opened by prayer by our pastor. The decision of our last conference in regard to
raising funds for the support of our minister by an advalorem s.vstem was changed. And the church
agreed to raise the amount necessary by private subscription. The case against Jotrn Hqndslsgn was
taken and he was excommunicated from the church on proof of his being guilty of fornication. There
being no further business conference closed.

Thos. C. E[t, Church Clerk.
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At 2 o'clock services was held for the colored people. At the close the door of the church was
opened and Charlotte, belonging to Mr. Uebelg, presented her lefter of dismission from the church at
Tampa & was received as a member of the church- I'{o further business. We received the benediction.

Thos. C. Ellis, Church Clerk.
+

Union Baptist Church

+ft9)
Union Baptist Church

After preaching by our pastor, the
received as a candidate for baptism & John

Thos. C .E]!t Church Clerk.

Brooksville 22d Feb 1863.

Brooksville 14 March 1863.

Brooksville 2 day August 1863.

door of the church was opened & Rosa Ann
Sr., reinstated in this church.

After preaching by our pastor, conference f,or business. Bro. Wm. L. Eqgngr having resigned
the offrce of church Treasurer on account of having to go in the service. On motion bro. F. LJkes was
unanimously elected Treasurer. There being no further business, conference closed-

Thos. C. Ellis. C. C.
+(50)

Union Baptist Church 26 Apnl,1863.
After preaching to the colored people, conference was opened for business. Hester Mayo &

Martha Sa+qn was expelled from the church for fonnication. Conference closed in order.
Thos. C. Ellir, C.C. :

+ t\?-c-
Union Baptist Church Saturday 2 day of May LS63-''Zpv-

After a short sermon by our pastor, conference)rf,s opened for business.

A complaint being made that Sister @ldr"quired assistance. On motion Bro. F{glick &
Bro. Yelverton was appointed to attend to her wants. There being no firrther business conference closed* rttilc. Ellis. c. c.
+(Jt)
Union Baptist Church Brooksville 20 Julv 1863

After preaching by our pastor, conference was opened for the ffansaction of business among the
colored members. On sufficient evidence Rheuben MaXo & Wm. Law - Frank & Estel & Grace was
excommunicated from the church for committing fornication.

Thos. C. Ellis, C.C.
+
Union Baptist Church Brooksville 1st August 1863.

After a short discourse by our pastor, confereme was opened for business. Bro. llqdiqk presented
his account for furnishing Mrs. McCl.e$o-$ provisions to the amount of $48.25 which allowed
& the committee discharged.-Tnere being no further business, conference closed in order.

Thos. C. Ellis
-T-

Union Baptist Church
Bassett rvas
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t(52)
Union Baptist Church Brooksville 26 Dec. 1863.

Brooksville 7th March 1864.

After preaching by our pastor, the Rev. J. H.Eeakg, the Church proceeded to elect a pastor for
the ensuing year. The church present called the former pastor, the Rev. J. H. Ereaker & agreed tc pay

him $800.00 for the year. The church agreed to organize a neighborhood prayer meeting, to be held at
nights weekly. No further business, the meeting closed

Thos. C. Ellis, Church Cierk.
!

Union Baptist Church Brooksviile 28th Feb. 1864

After preaching to colored people in the evening, the door of the church was opened & Will,
belonging to Wm. I&ql, was received as a candidate for baptism. Several other cases among the colored
people was put off until the next meeting. No further business, conference closed.

Thos. C. Ellis. Church Clerk.
+(53)

Union Baptist Church
After preaching by our pastor, the Rw. J. H. Breaker, the door of the church was opened & David

Hedick was received as a candidate for baptism.
Thos. C. Ellis, Church Clerk.

+

Union Baptist Church Brooksville 2d dav Oct. 1864.

After preaching by our pastoq the Rev. J. H. Efeak r, the church proceeded to appoint delegates
to the Association. Brethren J. H. Breaker, F. !y\es, P. G. U&ll & David trtllck was appointed. The
Clerk was appointed to prepare a letGrto-be sent uf to the Association There Giog no further business,
conference closed

Thos. C. Ellis, Church Clerk.
.+154)
Union Baptist Church Brooksville 2l dav Jan. 1865.

After preaching by our pastor, the Rev. J. H. Ery-aket conference was opened for business.
Charges beingprefened against bro. F. H. $g{gn for being drunk & using profane language. On

motion bro. P. G. Wall & Ellis were appointed a committee to notiff him to appear at this Church on
Saturday before tnE tst Sab6ath in Feb. to answer said charge. There being no further business,
conference closed in order.

Thos. C. Ellis, C.C.
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Union Baptist Church Brooksville 4th Feb. 1865.

Brooksville 26 March 1865.

After preaching by our pastor, the Rev. J. H. Breaker, conference opened for business. The case

of bro. F. H. Saxon for drunkenness & using profane language was calied up & he being present

acknowledged his gullt & expressed a sorrow for so doing. The church then restored him to his former
standing. There being no further business, conference closed.

Thos. C. Ellis, C. C.
+(ss)
Union Baptist Church

After preaching by ourpastor, the Rev. J. H. Ereake,r, the door of the church was opened for the
reception of members. William lglndang presented himself and asked to be admitted. Stated that he
had belonged to a baptist church in Georgiq but had no letter of dismission" but from his orderly conduct
for a length of tims in Christian like deporrnent known to this church, he was received as a member of
this church. There being no further business, conferencs closed.

Thos. C.ElLu-C. C.
+
Union Baptist Church Brooksville 8th April i865.

After preaching by the Rev. J. H. Brea[gr, the door of the church was opened for the reception
of members. Dr. W. W. FeEler came forward & was received by letter from the Sante fee[sic] Church.
Conference was then opened for church business. The question of dancing or attending balls was

brought & the church passed the following resolution:
Resolved that *&en a practice of the members of this church whether it be dancing or any other

practice tendingto immorality or unfits the person forthe performance of religious dufv or the enjoyment
of religious consolation, it is wrong and becomes an act of discipline.

There being no further business, conference closed
Thos. C. Ellis. Church Clerk.

+(56)
Union Baptist Church Brooksville 13 Mav 1865.

After preaching by our pastor, the Rev. J. H. B€aker, conference opened for business. Charges
of fornication being preferred against Catherine Eubanks & sustained, she was excommunicated by a
unanimous vote of the church. On motion of Bro. F.H. Ederiggtgn, tlre church decided to reconsider
the resolution rhat was passed at our last church meetingon the subject of dancing & on Saturday before
the 4th Sabbath in this month was appointed for the church to meet and act on this subject. No further
business, conference closed

Thos. C.Ellis, C. C.
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+(s7)
Union Baptist Church Brooksville 10th June 1865.

Brooksville 10th June 1865.

After a short discourse by our pastor, the Rev. J. H. Breaker, conference opened tbr business.
The following resolution was passed on the subject of church members dancing.

Resolved that we as a church will not tolerate dancing among our membe*ilp, as we believe it
to be against the teaching of the Gospel.

Bro. J. H. B_reakgr then read a communication that he had received from bro. F. H. Saxog.
Brethren Judge lglgr, Eluri"$go & Dr. $eqlgr were appointed to wait on bro. @ & report. No
further business, ffirence *as closed.

Thos. C. Ellis, C.C.
+(s8)
Union Baptist Church

Brooksville March 10th- 1866.

After singing and prayer by our pastor, conference was opened for business. The committee that
was appointed to report at our last church meeting in the case of a letter received by our pastor, the Rev.
J. H. Erealer, from bro. F. H. Saxon On motion the same committee was continued & requested to
report at this meeting. No further business, conference closed

Thos. C. Ellis. C. C.
.L

Union Baptist Church Brooksville 15th Oct. 1865.

After preaching by our pastor, the Rev. J. H. Rreaker, for the colored members, conference
opened for business. Charges being preferred against the following named colored persons.

Jenny for using profane language.
Martha for taking another woman's husband
Bill for the same crime.
Flora Lykes for using profane language.
flfi & Nero for dancing.
Hop", Sarn, Tom !ykg$, Charlie Ivtay & Tom ![all was appointed a committee to cite the sa^me to appear
at the next meeting for colored members to answer to said charges. There being no further business,
conference closed

Thos. C. Ellis- C. C.
+(se)
Union Baptist Church

After singing and prayer by the Rev. J. H. 9rsaker, conference opened for business. So few
members being present, sonference closed The next Saturday being appointed to make ilrangements
for the calling of a Pastor for our church the present year.
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Union Baptist Church Brooksville March 17th - 1866.

After singing and prayer by the Rev. J. H. Breaker, conference opened for business. When it was

agreed upon to call The Rev. Mr. Pery as pastor for our churclr, it was also agreed that Bro. _i.y!ps confer
with him as to the terms in behalf of &e church; also the following named members - Sarah Clark,
Flannah &We, IdellaAlle4 Indiana @i!9r1 Wm. H. Iv[q:i" was withdrawn the hand of fellowship, not
for immorality but for joining another church not of the same faith and order.

There was a committee appointed of the following named brothers - Wull, Q{g4igggn, H"{itk
to report at our next meeting. A request being made by Bro. Thos- C. Ellis for a letter of dismission from
this church for himself and family, namely - Thos. C. Ejlis, J. B. E]}b, Sarah Ellis and Pauline Ellis,
which was granted and to be written by the clerk and officially signed by him. No further business,
conference closed-

Wm. L.Igeryq!,C.C.
+(6r)
Union Baptist Church Brooksville, Florida April 25th, 1866

After singing and prayer by Bro. Sjrnnogs, he was elected to the chair and conference was

opened for the transaction of business.
The minutes of last meeting was called for but could not be procured on account of the absence

of the clerk. lst. it was agreed that Bro. BgELbe paid for his services in visiting and preaching io the
church on two previous occasions, this to be done by public collection.

The report of the committee which had previously been appointed to wait on parties who had

been dancing wzts then called for. After which report, the case of Dr. Gary.was acted upon & he rvas

expelled from the church for the act of dancing. The cases, that of Mrs. G.3gy, Mrs V_tgtrya, Mrs.
- -l Samuel Fpg, Miss \4ary Eliell, Miss Carrie Hale, & Mrf),F qaxqn were acted upon & they were also

expellef, from this churcFfor the act of dancing & iI-"was determined that a written notice of their^
expulsion be furnished to each one of them by the clerk. The case of Mr. farnesfaiOinoi'was theg+l-----
prisented with a charge of drunkenness, fighting & profane swearing. A "ornrffiua}fr-lotA '
consisting of brethren F. Lykgs & J. H. Breaker to wait upon him. Request was then made for a letter
of dismission for bro. 9try & was granted. The letter was to be written by the Clerk & signed by him
officially. After which conference closed.

J. B. I,aY6 Church C Pro tem.
+(62)
Union Baptist Church Brooksville January 15th, 1871.

After reading by bro. Lylgs & prayer by bro. $/e!gfr, conference opened for the fiansaction of
business, Bro. !&lphpresiding as moderator.

The subject of procuring a pastor for our church was presented and acted upon, which resulted
in the call of bro. G. G. Kirkland to the pastoral care of the church for the present year.

Bro. Welch then al@-for a letter of dismission from the church that he might unite with some

other church of the same faith and order which was granted There being no further business conference

then adjourned.
J. B.Iaw, Church Clerk pro tem.
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Chapter Five

POT POURRI
Selected Church Histories

As in the case of most frontier areas. religion played a
prominent role in the life of the early residents of Hernando
Cotinty in both a religious and a social sense. However, much
of the spiritual development of the nineteenth century has
been lost and that which is known has been pieced
together trom the recollections of early citizens and more
modenl sources. As it would be impossible to accurately
cover the histories of all the churches which have flourished
in the county since its founding, the following account will
only describe the religious development of some of the oldest
and largest churches in the county.

One of the earliest religious institutions to organize a

congregation was the Union Baptist Church. Although it may
have had earlier antecedents, its oldest records date back to
1852. when it was located in the settlement of Pierceville
situated some three fourths of a mile southwest of today's
county court house. John Townsend, a pioneer resident of
the county, was one of its principai backers. Frederick Lykes
and Thomas C. Ellis were its first clerks. At that time there
were no resident ministers and services were conducted by a
circuit rider on two Sundays per month. In those days,
slaves were permitted to worship with their masters, An early
example of this occurred orr May 2, 1856, when Tom, a slave
belonging to Joseph Hale, became a church member. The
slaves sat in the galley and were accorded a separate
communion. This policy was followed as late as 1862, but
ceased after the Civil War when the slaves became free. The
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start of the Third Seminole War and the Indian raid at nearby
Darby against the Bradley's forced a suspension of church
services in June and July 1856. The pastor then was the
Reverend J. H. Breaker who served until I866. He was paid

$300 per y'eer tor his services, The first reported collection
tbr missions totaled $ I I .7 5 on October 4, I 85 6. I

When Joseph Hale died in 1855, he left a one acre piot of
land to the church which was included in a larger one

donated to the county for the development of a county seat.

In 1857, the Union Baptist Church moved into a wooden
structure buiit on that land on North N{ain Street across from
today's Hernando State Bank. Frank H. Ederington was listed
as the Sunday School Superintendent for that year. At that
time, Baptismal ceremonies were held at the edge of nearby
lakes. They were later moved to a pool in the Shadow Lawn
Subdivision which was used down to the 1890's. Operating
budgets were then very small, that of 1863 amounting to
only $600. At the first recorded prayer meeting held on
December 29, 1863, it was decided to organize weekly
neighborhood meetings. Services were held in the building on
North Main Street until it burned in 1882. A paragon of the
church during the 1880's was Mrs. S. S. Campbell who had
come to Brooksville with her husband about 1869. She was

active when the name of the church was changed to the First
Baptist Church of Brooksville in 1889.2 Disaster struck the
church's building again in January, 1899 when it bumed for a

second time along with about one-fourth of Brooksville. Only
a large bell survived which had been rung each Sunday for
years by a black sexton named Uncle Jackson.3

Plans were quickly formulated to construct a new church
on the same location. William S. Jennings, A. N. Chelf, W. E.
Law and W. S. Jordan were appointed as a buiiding
committee.4 Its constrtrction was slowed by the difficulty of
getting a builder and that of obtaining the desired materials.
David Ferdon, a contractor from St. Petersburg, was asked to
come to Brooksville to discuss construction plans, but he
replied that he was so busy that he would be unable to do so

for some time.J Then materials were so slow in arriving that
Jennings had to inquire as to their whereabouts. But he
received no clear explanation for the delay.6 At last, on
November 1899, the building committee applied for and
received permission from the city commission to construct a
30x40 foot building, containing an 8x20 foot vestibule and a
10x20 foot room at the rear. It was to be of frame
construction with brick veneer and a metal roof.7

Brooksville Baptist Church c. 1908

Using the 1899 building as a nucleus, the church was
enlarged from time to time during the next several decades. A
pastoritrm was built in 1907 when Reverend George Hyntan
arrived as the institution's first full time minister.8 The
congregation continued to grow, especially in the boom
period when Sunday School attendance jum-ped from an
average of I l0 in 19?6, to 196 in 1927. Speculation
concerning the reason for it led to the conclLrsion that it
might have been due to the preaching of J. S. Mclemore who
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Brooksville Baptist Church c- l92O

had recently become the new pastor. In any event,
accommodations were so tight that a three classroom
addition to the church was added in 1927.e The membership
continued to rise reaching 577 in 1952.10 Presently, the
church occupies a relatively new group of buildings on
Howell Avenue having moved there in the early 1970's.

Another early church which served the pioneer residents of
Hernando County was the Brooksville Methodist Church. Its
first minister was A. J. Devours who was appointed by the
Florida Methodist Conference in 1843. ll From then until
the 1870's Brooksville Methodists were apparently served by
circuit riding clergy who held services in the homes of the
congregation. The first building was erected in the late 1870's
or early 1880's under the ministry of eitherA. M. C. Russell
or H. W. Joiner. It was a frame structure which served onlv a
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First Baptist Church c. 1953

small membership. Services, originally held only once or
twice a month, were conducted weekly by the late 1880's.12

The one room stmctr,rre costing but 55,000 was destroyed by
a hurricane which swept through the county in the late
1880's. l3

When the Reverend George W. Sellers came to Brooksville
in l89l he found no buiiding, few members, and a

subscription of only S 142 lef t by the previous pastor,
Reverend Wilson. Sellers went to work immediately,
increasing the membership from 50 to 240 and subscribing
57,000 for a new church within a span of six months. Plans

were designed and a buildcr hired and within a short time a

new church was built on Broad Street where the present one
now stands. It was composed of brick brought from Palatka.
The lumber, bricks, sand, and other materials were donated
by local businessmen. The railroad even deadheaded the
freight for materiais shipped into Brooksville. la By the
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The First Baptist Church of Brooksville was established as the Union Baptist Church of
Pierceville in 1352 and is one of the oldest Baptist churches in the state of Florida. The church
has four mnjor huildings situated sn six and one half acres on a hill three blocks north of the
dtwntown public library nnd five trlotks fram the county government center. The church is
proud of its history nnd heritage ancl has opportunity to minister as a traditional presence in
the life of the community. The church is a leader in innovative ministry appra*ches and in
benevolence ministries. The church has been active in associational and state Baptist life. The
congregation is made up of a wide range of ages, vocations *nd econonric demographics. The
leadership is made up of people whs have joined our church in many different decades. There
is a distinct traditional feel to worship and structure but there are many evidences of
innovntion and experimentntion.

The church is loe*ted in the henrt of Braoksville. For a map
find us just click on the the above

and detailed directions on how to
picture.

The church's business and ministers' offices are located in the Administration Euilding. The
main receptirn room is in the center of this building. The door is clearly rnarked "Church

Oflice". This reception room also senices our Helping Hands *Iinistries which is a tlenevolence

http ://www. fbcbv. org/virtual. htm t21t312000
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ministry providing food, clothing and emergrncy gasoline vouchers for thase in cur eornmunity-
in need. Six othe:" churches join rvith us in this ministry. Office hcurs are normttlly S:00AM till
S:0tlFM lllonday through Thursday nnd 8:$041!t tilt 4:00PHI on Friday. Appointments can be

*rranged ahead af time. llelping Hands is open frsffi 9:&0AM till Noon Monday through
Fridav.

The large flat roofed building is the mai* dassroorn building for Sunday School and
Wednesday artivities. S'Iany meetings take place in this building during the week. A speci*l

ad*pted aren lras been prepared to care for pr*sehoclers d*ring mcst regul*r chnrth activities'
Enter either of the ground lev*l do*rs. Th* prcstho*l suite is loeattd in the hall way conneeting

the trvo entrances" This Suilding was built in 1925 as Hernnndo High Schoal.

The white building next to the sanctuary is the fellowship hall. Many rne*tings ineluding
Suntl*y Morning Adult Sturty classes meet here. The building was built in the 1930s originally

to serve as the eafeteria for Hern*ndo Hich Schcol.
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