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Iu the minuters of the great r'<-:vi",rai ]rear of 1842 of the iitonington {Jnion
Alisccial"j on ilppears 't;ire f o-llowing ietter: fron the church. in dey vlest, I'lorioa:
"f.e1r irer;';, [i'io:rjcia -.fn the raonth of 0ctober last (1842)
c;L the Ser::onct and Thiro Bapti.st 0hurches, in Grototr, toge
trir,:tiiocij st I'ri ends , lrere provicienti al1l,r cl:irected to tiris I
nlirc:i) inicluL:it1r. I::o. C. C. Lew:-s, a mcmberr of the Tiij-::d C

cci:lmer:.cerj prreachi:.'rg, which, j.n connection with the laborsl
was r\oon blrrEt, rr'i lh t.he accorrpanyi.i'ri.l: :i n.f-'l.ut:nces c.f the IJ.c'

ltrir€j IuTt)eil to thr-l L,crri. Blo. Lr,:i{j.s rr,'&ti ord&i-n.eci. by the
l" i-n.e r:;f $irccr:s.:i,l otl iisi c-laimeci i);r .,i1.'1'6'r lrrrt by hi gher ar"rth
ilrr privi.ierge ofl bapi.i zlnp; beirerre.rs j-n Clr.rj st for lhe f j
jnland. t)n tlier .ll rli of l:iiarch 1E4J, a covenaitt and artj-cl
s.r-i arrd the r.,,r'gan.izat:on took p.l,acc as a visib1e ch,urch of
lv't1r hr:\r\rarr crni I r" 9p611 bhiS ChUfCh COntinqally. t,-""i--- '

I,'ron Qto-t_qlL_J s4qq-,;1*i!-L-*l!.F*:*-i2Oj b',' fOhar'le's )1. Stark
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In lB4? it uas.r'eircri:erl tr-r the erssociation (;tonington Union Assor:i.ati.on) lliat
slalrery existe,j i.n ijie chur.'cii at Key ilef-ri ane leacon /i.lbe::t;icl.gconh and iler.s.
A. G, Falmer and lirasius ir. i,r<-rtrisotr I'!'i)r'e appoirrbed a co:lurrj-tte e tcl i-.or1uire j.nto
tire rnaiter anrl report at tiler next annu&f neeiirig. 'Ihe ccrlrnittce reporteci -i-ri
f Ezlg and tire record states:
";\fter a somelJhat prctracteC 'liscrussion (though in a. Christian spirir) tiie
f oJ.i"oui.ng resolrrtion lias of f ered. anil aclooted, an.1 saqlsl'r,rfi pr i nr',;d i n 'ttre

rilnutes of tl"rr: associatiorr:

"iiesoLved - Tnat in rri.elw of the fact ers presenbed iri the repr:rt of the
Oorrri.ttee tlia. b siavur';/ does e;ris t in che cliurch at !i.e"1 !.Jest, ancj that the hcid-
ing of slaves,-i.cres itoi, disclual-i-f'.1'aur inci.Lv-irltra-1. for n..iurbersitip'i;it<,rrej.ri, saiii
churcli be ciroi:peci J r"'c.r.: uieurberEririp in bh-"ri: *ssociaLj-olt. "
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","lri,r ear'l:i.est -re<:oi.'d.elc data af ani.,/ .:.iapb:i.si"s rirecting f or lsorshj-o iri 1,.e1 rresf ,
!,,&s on i)e*embci 20, 1842, ill,".:n ragreerrbj-y to aopoi.ntment, after pra;yr:r errrtl

dt:Lj.ber'ation, ihe breihren sieI at the reside/ice of J. H, Srr:aker: for the
pilr'TJos(r cf or'ci uiuj.n,g 'irc thr.. r Cha."les C. !r'irr.i-s ';:o r.ile iiCsrpa'3- r.-i.nistry . J'r'a.;i r,r
r,,ras.:J'fere,:i. bv .'i.r'cr;ite"r: B::eal.cl'on behal-f pt lirc, cri.n.ii.ci.irte, rlul'i-rig vi:-icir i;he
le.y:i ng ori of h.anr'i.s rnras perfc::mclc. by Brotkrle rs li.l-a.m iildtredg.l , J. li. i;olfe arrcl
C.'.it" .-lram&n. Cir.a::ge i{b;, th€r. gi-rren by r3r{othc.:s l3rcal<er eind l-ir:a -lawJrer, anc1.

the .rigirt i:"anci ttl, f;:l-Lor.rshitr bj,, alL the $ettrren prese'nb.r r!
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As 'b,rere r6/{:,'re nc iiaptist c}iu::ches 1n }r}qrrida w:it,h r,rh:ch 'c}re Key liest c}rurci:
eot-l.d. bc a$socir: br:d, they anir"licrl f or ncmbersitip in the idolth Lltoningtonr
Conn., Ass<;r;iatior:, and I'r,,-rr=r ',.;:;'lIingl-7 recei.ved. l'or nany years thcy annual-
-1;7 cr,l111'sspcitided nj.tir uh,-is assoc,i-atj.on, unii.l j t r'las aecertained bhat ulie
clili::ch ir:. ll e.y'/r:'st hnd. a ne,:nber irho olrnrlti s.l.avLls, {ui.rl they r+ere notifieci tlial
:i i" 'i;ii,.-.y per'rui t i.r.rcl. sitrvi; ,:)-,.iners Lc be nernbe,pr: o"i.' lhr: j r clurr;h, tl:ey cc'uicl ni, I
ccrti.inu.e Ihr.ri-r uetirhr.r's]ii,1.r -i n 'ihe associert. $n. the ltaptis,t; he l'e saw no
r()rrson to cxsfircjt f rnni nic'nbr:l,shjp a personlwh,: rr;a-s hc,-l-ding prop('r'ty sanctioneir
b;' Lbr:r ccrltst j.tu r-i ori u.nd lar'rs of i;he Unite:d lStates arrd the I Lat,e af ,['ioridu., r:rrci
urpolt 1,he:i r ref us:'Lr^i1; to eorupl-.}' rvj. l;h this de$and, 1.rer/ rlropl.recr f ror, the l,fur'lir
ll j;oni ngton l]nir:n Associ.ati on. I

I
Subse;querrtly ttre chi:.rcir sent Pestor-elect J. H. Breaker to l.1oirj lrr f or rcr4rr,i a.r
or,l.in."rt,i on. tJn I)rrcr.;nii-rer' 2Jd of thr.: sant,r .,rera.r bhey rrr,:t .[cl' covcnant r.rrretingi

"This nethod. of ordinatj.on was not strictJ-y in accord vrith Saptisb usag'e.
Aiter -Leaving iu"ey dest, Rev. Mr. L€hris r\rasr pastor of the Asia ll:,nor ijliur"i:h,
as ib was locaily ciesignateci, br,rt properly, bhe SeconC Baptist Chrrrch cf

North Stonington, f;orrn. At lhrr f i;:st net:ting, this church ac-quainted the
i{orth,'iionitigtotr Baptist Associatj.on rrri'uli the manner of I1r. Lewisr oldina-
tion, and incir-rired i-f a re.:ordi.nation rroui-d be necessary. The old fatireril
a,fi;r'rr'rna. lrit'er consi<leratJ.on, cir:cided that ivir:. Lewi,:i r,ras scr:iptural-ly anci
i'r-:;.1 1i1.1'.'.,,,,1'iiaj.rteil , ancL tirus placed the stalip of reguiarit.y 6n the acts of
titr. L:it t,l-t", baiid of' r3a.p bists on the islanr:, anct estabij shed lir. lr$wisr title
tc bein6; tlre f i rst pastoi: of' the Sapt j-st church in I{ery i{est .

at che resj-dence of i!ir:. J..ii. Breaker, ulr.o r'i&s chosc,rn cLerl';. Articles of
faith and covenant were reaci, ancl [etr persens *:xamj-neci and received for
baptism, Catherine and l,av:i.nia J'ohnsron, John Pr:nt, iJiLLiani Richardsci,n, John
Parli, ileason l,'uke, Drusc"i-l-ia i)r.r-ke, 14a::y A:i:Lr+rlge;, l''tarttia B. lirledge arLd lllrsa.n
fia:rds, wl.io w<;re ba.ptjuea cin '\urida;r, Chr.jsl;ilas i)a.v', 1842. '.rlhjs vias the first
bapti"sm b.v ir;uner.sion peirfcrt:lneil. on che :i-sland.

Tiie f'o.rnal. er,nr:-t j i,r-i.t: r,ii r:f the church i,ro,,: pj.ar:e lia::ci'i ..1, :84"j. Six persons,
nelill,(:)l:g ltf eii.u.rcJ::eir-: irt Clonnocti.cut, lir. J. i{. .lireer}tt.,r, j\.Lr. ljen Sawycr.', llr.
0. T" Brtlman, iLr. J. A. l4cLf r:, i"ir. l,sa iJaiiyer and lrr . ;-lani r:jld.r'e uiJ, irirh
serrelial otlierrs;, sol.ennJ-J, erterld -Lnto a covr,.narrt as thc Ke.y i/e st ijapL.ist
Church.

Ther l.irst cer-1 e:brati,rn of thri Lordrs liupper by the i3aptists; occr.ir.re,i liarch 25r
l8iii. '[iiere i r: ,:tc, recoltl of the e].,.retion o1' s,rrv pastrtr ab t]rls tJ-r.e, but thc
l:ecord$ sta.',;e th.at r'jl. .rlprii 1843, lilrir:r _j',evrjs leI't the chu::ch 1,o go north on
accoiing of' the j j-l Lieralth cl' ir.:is uif'e, an,i tire chrirch ,ras wrtirtut a 1:a.st,l:". I
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