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734 TENNITORIAL PAPERS

whether rnaterials are to be had on the Island for erecting the quarters,
fort or battely: if lirne and shells are to be had suitable for making
tapia buildings, or shell-stone that may be employed for that purpose:
whether the position to be selercted is a healthy one and if not whether
it is susceptible of being rnade so by removing the bushes, drawing the
stagnant rvater anrl lel,ting in the salt wrter from the Sea,-You will
also causc l,o be cntlrirerrl iulo all l,lrc fucLs conccrnirrg thc former
Nuval establishment, why il, was so unherLlLhy; if there was a want of
police on the Island at the time, or if it is insuperable from circum-
sLances beyond contol-In {ine, to make yourself acqr"rainl,ed with
every circumstance and fact relating to the place-as to its Military
advantages, comlnercial, agricultural, fishing, wrecking, and indeed
every description of aclvantage, including Naval l)ul'[)oscs, antl also
all the rlisadvanl,rLgcs under every lloinl, clf vciw, eslrcciully as to it
Military occupancy-Should the War Departrncnt decide upon placing
a force there, it is probable that it will be made a depenclency of Tampa
Bay establishment, :rnd conseqnently one comprrny frorn th:rt place,
or from the 4th Regt, will be ortlered to Key Wesl,, so thal. i{, rnay fg
reinforced should it be found necessary, and also reieived at stated
times should it be judged proper to consider it r:ll,hel as an out post
than a permanent garrison-It would be as well perhaps, to tahe the
Srugeon of the post under your command, with you, if you go, yourself
to the Key, if not, to send hirn with the Ofllcer that you may selecL
to perform the duties herein directed.6e

I have the honor to be Sir Your Most. Obt. Servt.
Alnx Maconln Maior Genl.

MEMORIAL TO CONGRESS BY INHABITANTS Otr KtrY WEST
[NA:HF, 20 Cong., 2 sess., DS]

lJanuarll 10, 18291
To tlte Senate & House oJ Representatiues r$ the United States.

The memorial of sundry inhabikrnts of the towri of Key West,
would most respectfully represent: that from the incrcased number
of inhabitants atrd business of the Island, the establishment of a mail
between this place and the main, would be of the first irnportance to
them, and it is believed it would be mutually bene{lcial, particularly
to persons engaged in cornmerce throughout the Unitecl States

80 Answered Feb. 10, 1829 (NA, WD, HQA Lets. Recd., I\{ 1828), that he would
repair to Key West irnmediately and make his report frorn that island. See Col.
Clinch to the Adjutant General, Aug. 12, 1829 (NA, WD, AGO Lets- Ilecd., C 150),
advising that Cantonment Clinch should be abarrdoned and Cantonmont Ilrooke
strengthened iI the Fourth Regiment rnoved to Key West. See also posf, p. 503.
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Your memorialists believe that the advantages of a Mail from this
place, would be important to the Government in a political point of
View, as frequent and certain communication could then be held with
the West India Squad[ron] and th[MS. torn 70] officers upon the
Island, which at this time is precarious and frequently dela)'ed :t
long time after it should have been reccived.

It is believed a Mail rouLc corrl<l be es{.ablishcd bclwccn this prlacc
and Charleston, to deparL twice a month at an expense not exceeding
Two thousand dollars as there are already vessels regularly running
between the two places and there is no doubt the owners would
make a contract upon the most liberal terms, and your memorialists
with great confidence assert, that the amount of Postage received
would be suflicient to dcflay the expcnsc of tlie route. The communi-
cation between l,his lrlace and Ilzrvanna is ahnost invariably e{fected
in one night, the distance being about seventy miles, and vessels
are regularly coming from thence, about twice or three times a week;
if a Mail route was established from hcrc there can be no doubt, the
merchants of Havana, [MS. torn 7t] avail themselves of it, in their
communications with the United States, and immense and important
advantages would result to the commercial community, from the
facility and certainty with which information could be obtained
from this irnportant Island.

You Mernorialists therefore most respectfully pray, that you will
afford them all thc aid in your power, in the establishment of a Nlail
Route betlveen this place ancl the city of Charleston South Carolina,
or such other place as you may deem most advantageous.

Kuy Wnsr January 10 1829.

W- PrNKNtry Collector Customs,
Hnxnv WrlsoN U. States Marshal

SJD. of Florida
P. C. Greene
John Whitehead
John Morrison
P. L. Ho{hnan
P. N. Gardere
W. Fuan
Sam'F. Phillips
W-'I Atkins
Thou C Corkle
C Meller

?0 A copy of this document made in the 1920's contains at this point the word
"public" which is not irr the original.

?r The word "would" appears here in the copy made in the 1920's.

Richard:W Cussans
Robert A Gere
Samuel Brown
M. Furlong
G. Adems
Davicl Cary
'l'ho'Eastin
Benj. F. Fowler
Joseph Cottrell
NathrGlover.
D M Breadalbane
Frederick Parker
Isaac Neufville
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John G. Clift
William G Porter
M: R: Hachley
Rob. A Lacey
Horatio P Voss 73

J IVI ljunce
Ede Van Bvour
Sallaston Leonarrly
William Be.thell
John Geiger
John Pearce
Henry Kelly
Edward Hunt
Williarn Johnson
Lewis J. I-Iunter
D. Clapp
1\{. A. OuLIaw
Tho" lVI"Afee
E l\{allory
Stephen Nlallory
W- H Wall
Geo. E. Weaver
Joseph Paterson
W- Taylor
John Wood
Williarn H Hillard
Edward Porter
Robert Douglas
Normnn Sherwood
Patrick Sullivan
Robt Campbell
Robert Atkinson
Sam Airs
William Cummings
Jacob GoII-
SylvesLer Hill
William Fisher
David Williarns
'Iho" Belry

Jossephus Fitch
Lemuel Otis
Ch E. Hawkins
Alex Sergeant 7a

Felix C Ruby
F. A. llrowne & Co.
Itrclgar Macon
Il. Co{lin Pinhham
'fheo Owens
SamtG. Pelot.
W- Ii Gibbons
Charles M Johnson
Williarn Bunce
Antonio Gilaldo
Manuel Solana
Antonio Andrews--
Amos. Tift-
Edward Chandler.
Nelson Tift-
Solomon Ferris
Asa F. Tift
Amos. C. Tift
Rt Philippo
John Barclay-
W: W: Rigby
John Bethell
L F Breaker
H. S. Waterhouse
Geo-E: Tingle
M G Hewson
Stephen Grant-
Ph. J. Quereau
Alex" P Scott
SamtBills
Levi Jantes
James R Br.own
Alfred Stevens
Samuel Stalmes
Joseph B Marble,

i3 Reading uncertain.

440774_50_10

FLORIDA TERRITORY r37

Samuel Robinson
W- Browne
John Griffis
Joaquin Faxinaz
John W M"Connelee
Ro. B: Stanard
Christian Matthews'
Charles Grover
Charles I{. Ellington
Peter B Randolph
John J Sands
Hugh Ashlock
John S Page
Joseph Ximenez
Miguel Mabriety-
W- A Whitehead
M N Harder 7n

A. S. Thruston

M. Love
Eliason Collins
W- Fuan 2
Robert L Fuan
Theodore Frain-
M: Mott,
Richd Fitzpatrick
Edward fitch
John Askel
James Ilurke
Blas Rodirigues
C. C. I{ossner
M. Hannah
Geo. S Halliins
J. Martinelli
L Boston
Peter Jones
Joseph Merriman

fUndorsed,l Florida PeliLion for a Mail Route to Key West in
Florida-Feb. 9. 1829 Ref'r to Com"u Post Office &c 75 Dec' 15-1829
Refd to Commou Post-Ofiice &c 76 Whil,e/F 104. Post

:
THE POSTMASTER GENtrRAL TO WiLLIAM H. HUNT

[NA:PO, PI\[G Letter Book V]

l'ost Onn. Dnpr Jan 12.IB29
W. H. HuNr P. M. Pensacola, Flor.

Your letter of.22d Ulto 77 with its enclosures is recd-Your letters to
the P. Masters at Montgomery & Burnt Corn were judicious & well
timed. That hind of al,tention & care on the part of post masters,
especially at such distances from this place, will tend greatly to cor-
rect irregularities. Pease accept my thanks for your promptness and
vigilance.T8

J.M"L
z{ Reading uncertaiu.
76 House Journal,20 Cong., 2 sess., p. 266.
Ia lbid.,21 Cong., 1 sess., p. 38. See posl, p. 30ti.
?7 Not found.
78 Cf. post, p. 147.



T}IE SIICRETARY OF STATE TO JAMES G. RINGGOLD 52

[NA:SD, Dom. Lets., xxrrr]

Dnpt oF SrATn, W. ZB May IBS0,
Jlmns Rrr.lccot-u Esq" Attv U. S. for the Middle Dist. of Fli

Stn, Authentic information having reached this Department, that
many of the original documents relating to titles to lands in Florida,
rvhich oughL to have been delivered up at the tirne of the transfer of
that province to the united States, under the 'freaty of 1819 with
spain, are now deposited in the dillerent Departments of the colonial
Government of cuba,'3 instructions have been given to the Minister
of the u. s. at Nladrid, to apply to the King of spain for an order to
the captain General of that Island, to deliver up to Lhe authorised
agent of this Government, all such documents, belonging to the
A'chives of l'lorida, as may, by any means whatsoever, lrave found
their way inbo the oflices under his jurisdiction.'a rhese instructions
ha'e been transmitted by a special messenger, and there is every
reason to believe that the application to be made under them will
receive the prompt attention of the Spanish Govelnment-

It has been further representerl to this Department by the counsel
eml-rloyed on the palt of the u. S. in the trial of several cases, involv-
ing irnprortant lancled inLerests, that those, anrl ol,her similar cases
now depencling in the various courts in the 'ferritory of Florida, can-
not be decicled upon principles of justice and existing law, without
the produetion of the original documents above referied to.-Under
these circurnstances, tlie President has clirected me to instruct the
Attornies of the u. S. for all the Districts rvithin which, such cases
may be pending, to state to the courts the facts above mentioned,
and to move a suspension of all those trials wherein the original docu-
tnents cannot be produced, until the result of the application directed
to be made to the Spanish Goverment, shall have been made known
to them thro' this Department.-you rvill accorclingly conform to
these directions, in all the cases brought before the courts within
your District, involving the titles to lands uncler g'ants from the
Spanish Colonial Authorities.tr-

I am with great Respect Your obedt Servt
Signed-M. VaN Bunnu.

4t6 TDNNITONIAL PAPERS

62 A marginal note indicates that similar letters were sent to the other u. s.
Attorneys of the Territory.

$ See anfe, p. 394.
51 The Secretary of State to Cornelius p. Van Ness, May 25, 1gJ0 (NA, SD,

Instructions to Ministers, xrrr; printed in Manning, ed.., Diplomal,ic iorr....
Inter-Ameri,ean Afairs, xr, 4-b).

, 

65 Answered post, p. 4Zl,
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PRESENTMtrNTS OF THE GRAND JURY OF THE SUPERIOR
COURT FOR THE SOUTHERN JUDICIAL DISTRICT 66

[NA:SD, Misc. Letters.:C]

lMaa 29,78301
At a Session of the Superior Court for the Southern Judicial Dis-

trict of Floricla held at I(ey West in l,he County of Monroe on the
Eight day of May one thousand Eight hundred and thirty Present
the Honorable James Webb

On this day the Grand jury Came into Court and through their
foreman Feilding A Brorvne Esqr made the following presentments,
"to wit

The Grand jury now in Session, in and for the CounLy of Monroe;
present that it is a matter of great importance in the futherance of
justice and the due Administration of the Law, that a sufficient jail
should be erected at Key West; in said county sufficiently secure to
Contain prisoners and Large enough for there Comfort and health,
The want of a jail is so much felt at each term of this Court; that they
Cannot refrain from presenting the subject again although they have
repeatedly made remonstrances upon this Subject; many offences go

unpunished in Consequence of having no secure place to Confine the
accused; before trial, or 1,o punish him after it.

A Cistern sufliciently spacious to hold rain water for the use of the
Officers of the Court House and during the time of holding Court is
absolutely necessary, IL could be excavated in the solid Rock at a
small expence and its importance as supplying pure fresh water Can-
not be sufliciently appreciated unless it is known Lliat the water pro-
cured fronr the wells on the Island is highly impregnated with Lime-
stone and is never drank by the inhabitants when rain water Can be
procured.

At the time the House now belonging to the United States and
Used as a Court House was erected, it was intended to put around it
a Gallery which in this Climate is absolutely Necessary to render a
house habitable, particularly during the summer months, Labor and
materials being at that time dear and difficult to be procured, it was
postpond, and has not yet been done, materials and Labor, are now'

at a reasonable price and the preservation of the building, as well as

the Comfort and health of the Occupants of it, require that galleries

6s Enclosed in a covering letter of May 29, 1830, lrom Joel Yancey to the Secre-

tary of State.
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should be erected or it is otherwise not fit to be inhabited, during the
Sunlmer. All of which is mosL respectfully preserrted

Fielding A Brorvne lroreman
Silas How
Williarn T. Atkins
L. Ii'. Ilreaker
H S Waterhouse
Rd Il Stanard
B. B Strobel
William II'Wall
Williarn Cooley

Amos C Tift
Darius Clapp
M ffurlong
JoseJrh lrrince
'l'ho" M"Afee
John I{ Sawyer
Lcmuel Otis
Joseph Coirill
John Whalton

Sulrerior Court Southern Judicial District of Floricla
'lhis is hereby to certify that the foregoing presentments of the

Grand Jurl' 11 & for the body of the Countl' of Monroe & Southern
District of Florida, is a true Copy, as of recorrl in rny olfice.-_

In testirnony whereof I have hereunto strbscribed my name
[t. s.] and a{fixed the seal of said Court this 2[)il' day of May

^. 
D LB30-

Jonl YaNcEy Clk.
lUndorsedl with Joel Yanceys of 27 May 1830

-PROCLAMATION OF PUBLIC LAND SALE
[NA:GLO, Rec. of Procls., Vol. 1]

No. 151. T,qu,auassnn-Florida proc. clated Er\ June 1Bg0_
By rnB Pnnsrooxr oF THE UNlreo Srarus.

In pursuance of law I, ANnnew hcKsoN, president of the uniteil
states of America, rlo heleby declare and mal<e known that a public
sale will be held at the Land oflice at Tallahassee in the 'I'erritory
of Florida, on the seeond monday in october next, for the disposal
of the public lands within the limits of the nnclermentioned townships,
Situate North of the base line and Ea.st of the meridian Vizt:
Townships two . of Ilange Six.
Townships One and two . of Range Seven
Townships One ancl two. of Range tright.
Townships One ancl two . of llange Nine
Townships One and two . of Itange Ten 6?

The townships will be offe'ed in the orrler above rlesignated, begin-
ningwithtlrelorvestrrutnberofSectionirreacIrtownshi1l._-;-

67 Oct 25 1830 [Peneilled notation on the MS.l.
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The lands reserved by law for the use of Schools, or for other pur-
poses, are to be excludecl from Sale.68

Given under my hand at the City of Washington this fiJth day of
June A. D. l-830.

ANnnnw JacxsoN.
By the President

Gno: GnltIAM Commissioner of the General Land Oflice

:
RICHARD C. ALLEN TO GEORGtr GRAHAM

tNA:GLO. Misc. Lets. Recd.:LSl

Olfice of the United States Law Agent,
'I'aluruassEE 15th June 1830.

Sm I have the I-lonour to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the
25th May,6e Inclosing a Copy of a Lebter to you, from M'Wirt, dated
22od May.oo-

I am gratified to learn, that the Subject of rny Letter of. 23'd April 0t

is deemed by hirn of su{iicient Importance to the Country, to require
the prompi action of the Government upon it, and I feel anxious to
learn the Determination of the President in regard to the Suggestions
contained in M'Wirts Letter.-

The Original Papers have been demanded of the Claimants in all
Cases, where they were not in the first Instance produced and filed,
but the Claimants reply to this Demand, by alledging, that the Orig-
inals are not in er*r their possession or power; that they were removed
by the Spanish authorities to Havana, where they still are; that it is
in the power of the Government 4o"g to Demanrl and obtain them,
and that so long as Spain is permitted, by the Government of the
United SLates to rel,ain the custody of papers which properly belong
to the United States under the Treaty, without an Effort to procure

68 On Dec. 30, 1829 (House Journal,2l Cong., 1 sess., p. 111), Del. White pre-
sented a petition from the inhabitants of Apalachicola for a sale of the lands on

which they had located and requesting pay for their improvements if lost to other
purchasers. The text of the petition has not been found. Another petitiori
presented on Jan. 25, 1830 (ibid,., p.200), from inhabitanti: of West Point on
Apalachicola Bay, requested that preemption rights to town lots not be granted
to persons petitioning for them. The text of this petition has not been found.
Both petitions were referred to the Committee on Public Lands; no further action
has been noted. Cf.. 1tost, P. 516.

60 Not found.
60 Ante, p. 412.
6r Apr. 13 the correct date, ante, p. 394.
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("Forbes' lrurchase
tion &c. Also of
21 Dec'ro M'King

") Alsio, contrarr:t of P:rul Nl"Cormit:k,46 instruc-

Jnrnes L. Ilirt (tt'truscribing fieltl notcs)' Ackd

:
n,IENIoItIAI,'fo(]()j{(]I'"EslSI}YINI{A]_]ITANTSoli.

lillY Y'llfi'f
ll'JA:lll", L4 Oorrl;., I soss.:l)Sl

lly'oacttt|tcr i6, 18:l5l

7,o tlte Ilonorciltla Sr,ri.aic ottt! IIatLsc of Iiltpresattrllttrrrs ol tlrc Llnited

Slolcs ty' Antt'rirt' in (lttnoress Assenlilul:
Your rnc,lroriirlisils, inhabitants of l(ey \\'est lrltllitl:r, respectfully

..1u.o."rt that, on the 8il'rla1'o[ ]Jovetriber 1328 lhtl Goverrnor and

1,.1g;.toti,ru Council of Ir'loritla, gt':'nl,e.tl a Chitt'tor to the 'fown of

Key \\'est,ni ivhich ly:rs acceptcrl by tllc itrhabitanl,s irtrtl a torvn gov-

elnrnent rll'l(ler the slrid (lhailter 
',vas therettpon orglttriscltl'- 'l'hlrt on

if-,., Z. clay of liebt'tt:rry 1832 the Got'et'uor and Le'.giskrlil'e Cotr.cil by

"An Act enlitlerl an acl to itrcot'prlt':ite l'he City al' l(try West," {3 in

sevural lritl'Licttlitt's atntltrtlt'tl:rnrl ittrllrtlvetl l,he crhrt'Lcr of 1828:

anrl the citize'ns ol I(cy \\rcsl, hal'irl.g t'eceivetl attrl ttccepLt'rl 1;he

,(iairl xmen(lt)(l aud itrllrt'ovetl chrrl,elr, zr cily goYet'nlnclrl; -"1jls

6sLlrbli,she{ agt',-'ezrllly to it.s;1rt'ovisi<tns ''l'h:rt otr lh3 2{)t" <l:ry of

J"r.,".y 18ii5 the Govei't.tot' antl Lcgisrlat,ive Council <-rf 1he 'l'errrit'ory

nf tn" insl,ance of ill <lis1lr:setl iltrrsons; "vhile 
the (litv.qoverllnlent

v,il,h police zLtltl quarzlntitte 1rov,'et's r',tas dttly orgatrisctl trttrlet',Lhe sirid

Cbarier and the Cil]'o{iicels in the clischarge of Llreir le'qal <lttt'ies'

t..,illro,,,t notice tc the corporators anrl agltinrit l,hcit' rvisllcs, t'cpealed

tlie'saitlChat'l,erthet'eb1'rlept'ivingyortrl\1[cmorirrlislsoftltcbetrc{ils
and prit'ileges of atl itrt:t.lt'porittion.a'L .

Yu,r.. melnorialists tlo trob a,clrnil' t'lte power of l'ltc Covet'nor and

t 
"gi.iotit'" 

Council i,o 
'c1-rcal 

a Clt:rt't;et' soletnnl.y gl'ante(I, llcceJrted

^rr,i 
o"t"a o1 by thc corirot':rtors; rvithor-rt nol,ice, ag:tinsl tlteit'consent

"nJ 
ouirtr"* :r'i[ n ithoul :rny allege<l iufi'action ot' forfcitttrc of Said

Ci,,..t... And if l.he rclrealing clausc itsclf be qttcslionatrle, there

arual.operraltiesa"ntlclisabilitiesaLLachedtotheAcl,lv}riclrare
l."p.,gn"r.i to t6e a.et of Co'gress alrliroved l\"Iarch 30'r' 1822 and

*fri"ii i'fringe the .cstr:riui'g clartscs of Lhat Act as applied to the

Gor,-"rrro,. ant Legislative Council of Ii'lorid2, provitling "thal, no ex-

post facto lal-r', or law impairing the obligations of cotltracts shall

{5 Present.
46 I.IA (GLO, J,ets. to SG' \'I)'
rz Fla. (Terr.), Ac1s, 1328, pp' 296 298'
4s lbiil.,1832, PP. I1 13.
1s lbid.,1835, PP' 301-302.

trLonIDl 7,EnnIl,Ony r97

ever be passed, nor 
i,l?ll llivatl p.l-ope for public useswithout just com

Your menrorialists beg leave toleGr to the Legislati'e Act repearing
the charter of Key west (heror,vith attachecr) foi parparrr" 

"r,iiun.u 
or

l{uv \Vos'r', South Flolirla. Noueritber 16rr, lg!b.

personal legislation unparalleletl in moderjn times,_tor nn". unadisabilities leveled againsb individuars, not tresignated bv namc, it i,trgg, b11! sufficicntly poirrtcrl rrrL rry 1'1,f1.1'.r1(,s Lo t,rrcir. "rri.,G- 
-

'fhe cibizens of l{cy wesL r'*'c row llo be'crir, oI a city gui.,.rrrnont
in preserving pellce and good rLlo'als or in clirecr,i'g the ,nii",r un".gi.,
oJ the community to pubric i'rproveme't a.cl cornfo'L: nor ha'ethey quaranti.e regulatio's c,lcul*tctl to prevent the introcluction
of eontagious diseasc' i.to this cxposed posilio'; ancl in .on."q,,"rr""
of resignations there has nob bcerr for some time a Justice of trre
Peace upon the Island--Frorn tho littlc i'te.course rviLh the Seat ofTerritorial Govci''r'ent a lo'g time niust necessar.iry erapre arragreat inconvenience be lert before trrese evirs 

"an be ,."riiiai*a,_
wherefore your lVlc*o'iarists p'ay that the Act of the Go'ernor. antlLegislative council of Frorid' approveri January 29rh 1835 be ciisap_proved and a'nullcd by arn AcL or cong.ess--And your l\,Iernoriarists
will ever pray &c -

A. Gordon
George E. Weaver
A Patterson
W^ C Shaw
Cha" M. lVelis
Alden A. M. Jaclisorr
Joseph A. Thoulou
W'R Hachlcy
li'. A. Browire
J. B. I3rowne
A. C. Tift
D. Platts
J. A. Gaudolfo
J W Simonton
W. A Whitehead
P. C. Greene

Jchn J Sands
O, O'I{ara
Jc.hn L l,age
Jesse Atkinson
R. R. l,'letcirer
tr\'ancis \llatlingi"on
L I,- Ii'c:rlier
l,V"'T. Atkins
Sol"'Iilt
John g Clarke
P. J. Fontand
Pierce P Felloyus
John H Sawyer
A. tr. Tif,r
John H. Geiger

I enti'ely collcur in opinion rvith the iuhabitants of I{ey west whohave signed the forcgoi'g nre,rorial as to trre recessil,v of o citv
Government fo. the regurabio' of dreir rocal police, & I ;; ririti ,uti._
fred that the rcpeal of the act of Incorporation refer.'rl lo'iry-irr"^, nu.had an irrjurious eflecb-o' thei' righls, comfort e conreni*.", ethat the sanre <-rught to be restoled James Webb
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f all these important questions, the want
Law books is most Sensibly felt. The
'e most obvious. Other important State
in large Cities in the okler States, where,
;hed by Governrnenl,s, llxisb, there are
s conveniently accessible to their judges.
;s thus circumstanced, it has been found
Libraries for Such Courts.
n a Small village, (both liowever rapiclly
n books as in all other conveniences ani
rnces, the demand far exceeds the Supply
e, are Small. The Judges and Lawyers
nt places, with no conyenient means for
ll'eover, in this place where Adrniraltv
nate, there is an almost Intire absence.
rmmercial Law, from private Libraries.
is, most urgently, as a very great incon-
lourt has long labored-They can not
:gree of industry & application, or that
lge can SurmounL it, and Enable Judses
r, Satisfactorily & correctly, to discharge
rt, from the infrequency of Appeals io
,States, (owing to the great delay &
"irtually in many Cases, a Court of thu
' arising from its decisions thus disad-
:ome in Some instances irremediable.
request, that you will ob,cain from the
Ilicient to purchase for the use of this

-For this they understand there is a
riation for the New Territory of Wis-
rld not institute an inviclious comoar-
:h case, is dictated by reasons of Sound
b reasons can be required for such an
rtion to the Courts of Florida, from the
duties-

;he Undersigned beg leave also, to ask
rn already made, by the District Judse
'priation, for finishing or fitting up the
his place, and which the local authori-
rmplete. 'In addition to the reasons
tiddle District, the Undersigned would
ss would furnish the Court of Appeals,
rflicers, wibh no further expense to the
they could not procure at this ola.ee-
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although great charges have been necessarily incurred by the Govern-
rnent, for very inadequate accomodations to this Court.20

All of which is most respectfully Submitted by your obt Sert'
Tgonnas RlNoAI,r,
Jluns WnBs
J. A. Cnunnox
ROgt RAYIYIOND REID

NIEMORIAL TO CONGRDSS BY CITIZENS OF EAST F'LORIDA

[NA:HF, 26 Cong., 2 sess.:DS'71

lFebruary 5, 18381

Memorial.
To the llonorable tlte Sertate und House of Representatiues oJ tlrc United

Stutes in Congress assentbled:
Your petitioners, citizens of East Florida, beg leave most respect-

fully to represent to your Honorable body, that a law has been in-
troduced, and is lihely to pass tluough the Legislative Council of this
Territory, calling a convention to forrn a State Constitutionr2s pre-

20 Presented to the House by Downing on Mar. 6, 1838 (House Journal, 25

Cong., 2 sess., p. 648). See also resolution by the Legislative Council, Feb. 2,
1838 (NA, HF, 26 Cong,, 3 sess.), to the same purport. A report of the House
Committee, Jan. 11, 1839 (NAT, HF, printed, H. Rep. 159,25 Cong.,3 sess.' pp.

1-2), recommended an appropriation of $5000.00 for a library, but the bill failed
of passage.

rz Printed also in Dodd (ed.), .014. Becomes a Stala, pp. 124-126, without signa-
tures or endorsements. The proceedings of the meeting at St. Augustine, Feb. 5'
1838, which caused the memorial to be drafted, is printed ibid., pp, L22-L24.
A sirnilar memorial from St. Johns Co. is in NA (SF' 26 Cong., 2 sess.)'

ra Adopted, Feb.7, 1838 (Fla., Terr., Acls, 1838, pp. 15-l-7). This act provided
for the election of members to the constitutional convention at St' Joseph the
first Monday in December, A llouse of Representatives resolution, Feb. 19, 1838
(House Journal,25 Cong.,2 sess., p.482), instructed the Committee on the Terri-
tories to enquire into the expediency of authorizing the Territory of Floricla to
take a census and adopt a constitution preparatory to admission into the Union.
Two bills were introduced for the purpose' No. ?80 on May 11, and No. 887 on
July ?, 1838, but neither passed (ibid., pp. 870' L273; the second bill is printed in
Dodd (ed.), op. cit., pp, 126-131).

The constitutional convention met at St. Joseph from Dec. 3, 1838' to Jan.
11, 1839. 'fhe originals of its Journal of Proceedings and of the Constitution
which was framed are now missing (Dodd' ed., op, cit., pp,46l-462). They are
reprinted (ibi.d., pp. L82-529) from editions published at St. Joseph in 1839.
The official journal may be supplemented by newspaper reports reprinted in
Knauss, Tcrr, Fla. Journalism, pp. 130-226, from the pages of the Times (St-
Joseph) znd The Floriilian ('fallahassee). Robert R. Reid, the president of the
convention, transnritted a printed copy of the Constitution to the Vice President,
Feb. 11, 1839 (NA, SIr,26 Cons.,3 sess.). Upon its presentation. Feb. 11.
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Irara[ory to the adrnission of the entire Territory into the union asan intlepeudent State Goverrurrent.
Against this measure your petitioners beg Ieave to enter their most

solemn protest.
under the spanish dominion, East and west Florida were governed

as separate and different provinces, and pensacola and st. Alugustine
were the capitals. one situated on the Gulph of Mexico, and the
other o' the Atlantic, the points to which the busines. una i.rt"r.o.rrr.
of the rcspective Provinces tended.

whe' they were org:rnized by our National Gove'rment, they werebolh i.cluded in one Territory, ancl the capitol *o* 
".trblirrr"a ut

'ftrllahassee, a distance of 2b0 nriles from the extreme of werlnoriau:
*JrouL 750 frorn the exlreme ,f East tr'lorida, and 200 nriles from the
ncurest point on the Atlantic shor.e.

To East lrlorida, this organization has been mosL pecuriarry har-
rassing and vexatious. our peolrle have been con'ected with, and in

l8i)9 (senat.e Jou,rnal,2s cong., B sess., p.254), it was referrecl to the comrnittee
on tlre Judiciary and ordered to be printed (S. Doc. 241,25 Cong., B sess.). Onfreb. 20, 1839 (Ilouse Journal,2S Cong., B sess., pp. 616_61?), Del. Downingpresenterl the following documcnts t'the Ilouse: a rnem,rial of the convention,
,1a.. 11, 1t139, setting forth arguments for the admission.f the territo.v, u.opvof the constitution (these two documents are in NA, III-, zs c""g.i B sess.),a copy of the territorial larv relative to the corrverrtion, an<l a copy nf'tlru 

"nrrr,,f the i'h*bita'ts. Five thousan<l copies of the memorinl and othcr rlocumenrs
were ordered to be printed, and they are all i'cluded in II. Exee. Doc. 206, 27corg., 2 sess. The memorial was publisrrecl contempora'eousry in Trte News(st. Augustine), Mar. B0, l8gg (the constitution had appeared-in the issue oft"eb.2' 1839)' andin Th,e Florid.ian (Tallahassee), Apr. 6, lsgs; it is arso printed
n Dodd (ed-), Fla. Becotnes a state, pp. 829-BBB. The s,o, r ii. (rri"hassee),
leb. 28, 1845, contains the constitution, and the Mar. 14 issue,tntu, ii,"t it *",rvailable in pamphret form for g.50. It also appears in Fra. (statei, Acis, rsas,rp. 5-26. The co'stitution was subsequentry reprinted in'Benjamin perley)oore (ed.)' T'he Federar and stute consti,tr,tions. (washington, 1g?g, 2'<rls.), t, 317-331, and in Francis IrI. Thorpe (ed,.), r'he Fed,erar orrT- stut, consti-nliotts (Illashington, 1909, ? vols.), rr, 664_6g2. See 2osl, p- 628. The
'eople of the territory did not vote on the constitution until the election for
clegate was held in l\{ay. Gov. calr finally certified to Ir,.bert R- n"i,i, aug,r"t,
339, that on the basis of retur's received at Tallahassee the vote favored theorrstitutiorr 2,070 to t,975. on oct. zl, 1999, Reid proclaimed the constitution
pproved and ratified by the people (Dodcl, ed., op. cit., pp.6C, 840; Fla. .Ierr.
entte, Joulnal, 1848, p. 49; Fla. Terr., House, Journal, fbaS, p. at).'
In addition to the doeumentary historical rvork by Miss Dodd, tire statehood

roveme't in the territory may also be followed in the following publications:. w. Hoskins, "The st. Joseprr convention, The Making of itiriaajs rrirst'onstitution," Fla. Hist. euar., xvr, as,-49, 9b-10g, 242-t50, xvlr, 125-181;
:rnres B. whiifield, "Irlorida's First constitution," ibid,, xvn, 7d-1.02; and
rnily Porrer, "Reception of the St. Joseph Constitution,,, ibid.,xyil,10g_124.
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part governetl by, a territory of country possessittg a l:rrge majority

irr-rrtl*.ri"ul strength, and with which they had no association or

il;*;*t connexion, u,,,1 ho"" been so disconnected from the Legisla-

tr*,- r"A t.mot" iro* its place of session as to be nearly excluded

from all its benefits.-- 
ifr" Territory that is now attemptecl to be forced into a State

ugui".t ow b".i interests is about 900 miles long, varying in breadth

i*-"- gO to 1G0 miles; a line drawn through the interior of the country,

equidistant fro- 
"ach 

bortler, would exceed 1000 miles in length'

In a new and partially settled country as this is' destitute of roads

arxl facilities of communication, it is easy to see the immense expense'

brouble atrd inconveuience which a lzrrge portion of the populat'ion

*rr*f *on"t' in thcir bttsiness connected with legislation and the

ua-ini*t.otiotr of a State Govertnent' 'lhe burthens that will be

;;J ;i;; our people, are tt'ulv alarming' and we cannot forbear our

,u*on*t r,nce in the most unequivocal terms'

NrrLur" never inteutled that trast Florida should be formed into a

state with Micldle and wesb Floricla.-Its geographical posiLion pre-

;;;; ." insuperable objection' It is only necessary to cast the eye

over the Map, to see that at no distant day a separation musb from

necessitY to tahe Place'
At this time, andivhile we rernain a'ferritory' the process is simple;

erectthewlroleintoaSt,aleantlthetdxigmeasul.eismoreintricate,
critical and ciauge't'ous' and its accomplishment trrore tardy and

troublesome.
Suwanee River, situatecl about one hundred and fifty miles East

of the former line betwcen the two provinces' preseuts a good and

natttral boundarY.
ItleavesbothinthebestpossibleformforStates,andwouldleave

in East Florida *Uo"i n"u thousand of the present population of the

TerritorY.
East Florida would then be about ?00 miles long' and its mean

ur"Jtt , orre hor.dreJ and fifty miles. West Florida would then have

uno"t 560, ancl East Florida 1000 miles of sea coast'

LeL it not be supposecl that our nurnbers are too diminutive for

notice. The best ,"J nv far the richest portion of this country, has

beenunderthedorninionofthesonsoftheforest.Theirproximity
to other lands not actually occupied by tbem, made settlements too

l;;;;.;". to be multiplied' Remove them' and our numerous

tru.froor. an<l rivers, the climate, products, and other advantages'

will present too *ony inclucements ior this region to remain desolate'

Noao"frtremainso*ongtheintelligent'thatinthreeyearsour
plpJ"ti"t would entitle us to a place in the Union'
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Neither do rve see that Middre or rvest Floricia wit have any goodcause to complain. our population fornrs at this time so inconsider_able a portion of the wliole, that it tannot very much retard theattainment of ilreir darling object of becoming;S#:'"^b""irr. ti^"this co'stitution shall have beln.f""r";;their census taken a'd theirscheme ready for execution, their rn.."-orn wilr probably exceed ourpresent numbers.
Your lret'itio'e.s' trrerefore,.hrmbly pray your Honorable body toy-ass a law erecting and organizing tliai portion of Florida rv'ich liesllast of the Sur.vanee River, into a lt"rr:itory, separzrte and clistinctfrom the other parr,s oJ the lierritory of Flori,la-and your petitioners,as in duty bound, will ever pray.rn
Sr. AucusrrNu, Febr.uary \th, IgBg.

And'Andelson
Lot Clark
EIias Wallen
Antonio Alvarez
Josd E Pornar
S. L. Peck
J L Lytle
C. Rampon
J"" l'ilson
John ltodman
I'heo: Flotard
F. L. Dancy
L. L. Moore
Ant'J. Triay
Jarnes Pellicer
Joseph M Hernandez
W"'G Davis
Robt trV Dunlap

It. A. Hender.son
D. L. Proudlit
A. Daniels
D Dummett
Mathew Solana
John M. lronhnd
Jn" I)rysdale
W 1{ Sirnmons
K. B. Gibbs
Geo: Gibbs
R. l). Irontan6
G. Wilkeson
W^ Levingston
Jos Hct'nandez
Jn" M Robinson
John Jenckes
Edwin'f. Jenckes
E B Gould

W^ de Peyster
Asa Howard
Joseph Lorray

lSection 2 oJ Subscribers to Mernoriull

Janres l-Iurlbert
Andrew Kemp
Whipple Allen

ze A resolution of the 9l""l"t Assembly of Alabama, Dee.28,1g3? (NA, HF,25 cong',2 sess'; printed, s. Doc.-102, zi cong',,2 sess.), favored the annexationof that part of west Fla. south of aru. 
""a *3rt of the chattahoochee River orthe Apalachicora River. Neither Gov. call nor the select committee of theLegislative council regarcl.ed this attcmpt to ai",'"rrrr". the territory in a favor_al,rle light (Fla. Terr., Legis. Counci\.fiurnot,'l*i,8, pp. 7B*74, IZ'*,Z').
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M. W. Wicker
B. F. Carr & Co.
W- Travers
Ch" Haagers
V Henry
LA. Demasters
D. Solana
Geo. L. Phillips
Jos. S. Sanchez
Pedro Benet
Pedro Capella
Jos6 Benet
Francis Pellicer
Ramon Sabate
John Dubois
Diego Flernandez
B-u Pons
Bernardo Segui
Jacque Boinguardes
Robt Campbell
JosC Hernandez
Antonio Andreu
Andres Paseti
Mauricio Sanchez
Jos6 Pacebby
Lawrence Andreu
Gabriel Pomar
J D Sheldon
W- Wilson
Charlis Holcum
Michael Usina
E Sprague
L D. Allen
A M Hurley
R L Houston
Robt Campbell
Arthur O.'Hogan
Thomas Cory
George Marshall
O Congar
Ilranc'o Andreu
'Ihomas Andreu
George Gianople

Juan Andreu lo
Emanuel Andreu
Jos6 Bean
Bartolome Oliveras
Antouio Pacetty
Mateo Lorenzo
Gabriel Pacetty
Agustin Lopez
Francisco Arnau
W H Williams
Asa P Whitaker
Francis Whitaker
Luther Ransdale
William Hagankamp
A. Chamberlain
Bernard Hackett
Edwd White
Edwd Thompson
Clotworthy Evans
James A Monk
Lyman Little
George W Sprague
William Tracy
J P Lylstree
George Medicis
Benj" Tomlinson
Antonio Capo
Joseph Nelson
Thomas Nelson
S. Hill Williams
James Wardlaw
Antonio J Noda
Cha'Robion
Venancio Sanchez
Andrew Storrs
Henry M. Deaton
Nelson Musgrove
Geo Bartlett
Henry Covert
Townsend Hewlett
Jesse Sanders
Pedro Cercopoly
Domingo_Cereopoly
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Ygnacio Ortega
Fernando Falany
BarLolome Pacetty
Andreu Pacetty
Jolin Masters
John Capo
Jn'Lo{.t Philips
Crccencio I'acetty
Sebastian Yanobar
Peter Mastels
Vitrcente Pacetty
Esteban Arnau
Fran"o Rogers
Jos6 Bard
D. Salas
Gabriel Capo
David Jones
Henry Gr.ove
Michael Neligan
Felipe Gomes
Reuben H. Pinkhanr
Domingo Usina
John Wall<er

l'r'an"o D. Pons
John A. Cavedo
Andrew Floyd
Jno Brown
Domingo Acosta
Ynnosinse Cardona
Geo. Stewart
John S. Villalonga
I)anrVaughan
Francisco de Salas
Manuel Mott
Antonio Dias
Lewis Green

John Hewlett
Felix Cercoply'Wrn Davis
G Lasserre
John Stevenson
l'Dustin
Jos6 Pacetty Z"
Jos6 Andrcu
Juan Segui
Gabriel Capo 2"
Antr_rnio Andreu
Jos6 l\{aestre
Juan Antlreu 2.
li\'ancis Arnau
John L Willianrs
Irrancisco Yanobar
John Ponce Jnn
Aaron Jones
Peter C. Lylstrce
Joshua Joyner
S:,unuel I{ewleLt
Ch" W Clarl<e

290 Signers

fDndorsed] Florida-Inhabr' of versus arrmissio' into the Union asa state March-5.-188g Refd to the cornmu" on the .I.erritories 
s0

Florida against admission into the Union M. Downin; "'

[Section S oJ Subscri,bers to Memorial)

W H Chase
John Broward
William Eubank
John D Vaughan
Robt Han'ison
James G Cooper
William Vaughan
Nlich'Hickey
James F. O'Neill
Jos6 Bergallo
H R Sadler
I\{iller Hallowes
J. H. I\{"Intosh

80 House Journal,25 Cong,, 2 sess., p. 649.
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lUnd,orserll Florida Inhab'" of East Anti State memorial Nassau Co

Territories Jan-21-1839 Refd to Comuu on the Territories at Feb.
5-1840 Refd to Com"u on the Territories 32

NOMINATIONS TO T]IRRITORIAL OFFICtrS

[LC:Fla.'Ierr. Legis. Council, Journ'al:Pr.l

Execul,ive Ofiice,'ll'l lauassnu, Ir ebruary 5th, 1BBB.

To run Lnctslartvn CouNcIL:
GnNtr,nlrr:N-'I hereby nominate for the County of Washington

the follorving Ollicers: li'ot'Auctioneers, Flenry Clark, Levi F- l\{iller.
Iror Nolarie's I'ublic, llenry Clzrrk, Stephen I3. Roach, Ashley FI.

Millcr. Iror Jristices of the Pcace, l{enry Clarl<, Wylie Jotres, W. M.
Loftin, Joltn l3ryan. As Port \Vardens for the I3ay of St. Andrews,
I nominate W. M. Loftin, Francis Loftin, Wylie P. Clarke.

R. K. Call, Governor of Florida.

Which rvas read and the nominations therein contained were con-

senl,ed to aud advised.

Itrxecutive Ofiic-e, 'I'ru,r,alnssnu, February 6, 1838.

'I'o'ruu LncrslltrvE CouNClL:
GunrlnnuN,--I hereby nominate the following Oflicers for the

County of Nlonroe, Lewis F. Breaker Jusbice of the Peace, Joseph A.
Thouron. and Peter L. A.r'mstrong, Notaries Public.

William FI. Shaw, I'ardon C. Green, O. O'Hara, J. J. Fontane,
J. J. Sands, and A. C. Tift, Auctioneers.

R. I(. Call. Governor of Florida.

Executive Office Taluq.IIAssEE 6th F ebruary, 1838.

To rsr Lrclslartw Courqcrl:
GuNrlonnuu,-I hereby nominate the following Officers for the

County of Dade, Thomas Jeflerson Smith, Judge of the County
Court.

John Du Bose and Thomas Jellerson Smith, Notaries Public.

James A. Dutcher, and John Du Bose, Justices of the Peace, and

Ilenry Benners Auctioneer, in and for said county.
R. K. Call. Governor of Florida.

st House Journal,26 Cong', 3 sess', p. 382.
sz lbii|.,26 Cong., I sess., p. 30ti. See Martin, Flu. during Terr. Dayt, pp.

268-277.
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Benjamin Byrd to be Auctioneer for the County of Leon
James child to be Justice of the Peace for the oclockony District in

;he County of Leon
\,V- M. C. Neil John J. Edwards Richard Wilson James H.

l)arker Joseph r. Russ Luke Lott Isaac H. stone to be Justices
rf the Peace for the County of Jackson

James H. Parker Hugh Rusk h.a Green Len Griflin to be
Auctioneers for Jackson County

Adam \\I Snyder to be Judge of the County Court for the County of
[)arle

W. C. Nlaloney Lemuel Otis 'femple Pent William Whitehead
lo be Just,ices of the Peace for Darle County

George W. Somerandyck to be Notary Irublic for Dade C,v
W. C. Maloney to be Auctioneer for Dade County
Andrew Robb to be Auctioneer for Duval County
J. M. Gould to be Justice of the Peace for St: Johns County

RoeERr: Raynrorlo: Rprn Governor of Florida 6s

Note, the above Message was also Sent to the House-

TFiItr SECRT'TARY Otr WAR TO DAVID LEVY
[NA:WD, Sec. War Lets. Sent, Mil. Bk. Zl]

Febru,ary l9h 1840.
D. Lsvy Escluire St Augustine, Florida.

StR, I acknowledge the receipt of your letber of the 2gth ultimo,og
enclosing one addressed to you by Major crichton and others in behalf
of the inhabitants of the neighborhood of Mandarin,6s asking your
:rssistance in procuring an order for a Militia volunteer company, to
be mustered into service for the purpose of protecting that seitlement
from Indian depr.edations

such great incon'renience has been experienced by the service in
l"lorida, from separate and indepenclent commands being established
there, that the Department has resolved not again to sanction them-
'f he letter of Major chrichion and others, has, however, been referred
[o General raylor, with instructions to take all proper measures for
lhe protection of the conntrv.

JRP
08 See posl, p. 65

'o Not found,

It lJWLbLutL r 'rL'

EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS FOR TERRITORIAL
APPOINTMENTS

[FSL: Terr. Govrs. Let. Bk,:M ?ol

Executive Department Talr,anlssEE 19th February 1840

To th,e Honorable the Senate oJ the Legislati'ue Council

I respectfully nominat the following persons for the offices opposite

their Names and request the consent of the Legislature thereto,
F. A. Brown Auctioneer for the County of Monroe
Samuel T. Vail Tax Collector for the County of Monroe
W^ H Bethel Justice of the Peace for Dade County
W- Whitehead Auctioneer for the County of Dade
Andres Papy Lumber Inspector for St: Johns County
James Smith Justice of the Peace for Jackson County
P. A. Randolph F. Wattington W- H Wall L' F' Breaker

R. W. Cussins-Port Wardens for Key West
J. B. Brown W. H. Wall R. W. Cussins' W' C' Greene A' l''

Tift-Auctioneers for Monroe County
L. F. Breaker John Dubose Justices of the Peace for Monroe

County
John Ivertson Notary Public Duval County
Edgar M McDonald Auctioneer Duval County
Joseph L. Dutton, Auctioneer & Lumber Inspector for Duval

County
Francis A. I{uson George Branning John M. Ponce Justices of

the Peace for Duval CountY
John B. Allen Justice of the Peace Hillsborough County
W- P. Killgore Auctioneer & Gorener Hillsborough County
R. D. Killgore Auctioneer Hillsborough County
Domingo Acosta 3'5* & Braddoek J. Toml<ins William Turner

John Motes Justices of the Peace for Nassau County
Daniel Campbell Justice of the Peace Escambia County
F. Desa Reid sen. Henry D"castilo Auctioneers for Escambia

County
Douglass Dummett Judge County Court Mosquito County
Francis Pellicer Justice of the Peace for Mosquito County

[BlankJ Cantwe]l Notary Public for Apalachicola-
Su,r.u"i H. Williams Auctioneer for the County of Mosquito

Rospnt: RAYMoND: RPIP

(The like message sent also to the Flottse)

,o See anle, p. 20, n.


