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Entrance to llungeon

Osceola Grave Well Kept,
t'Iistory Professor Says
DR. JAiIIDS TV. COVINGTON,

rofcssol ol' history at the Uni-
:rsiti' of Tampa, works at his
b incessantll'. lle spends his
;cation periods iu reseat'clt-
uch of the tinre in Washington
'r'ing tblotrgh alchives iu the
rious depaItnrents. IIe is par'-
ulal'lf iutei'ested in Flor-ida
;tory and has gent,r'ously con-
buted articlcs 'rn iris findings
this page. Thrr p;rsI Sumnrer
his rvay to !\'asrring{,ln he

pped at Charkston, S. C., 1-o

it the glave of Oscr:ola, Flori-
s rirost famous .lr:di:,n, a;.d the
rgcou where b,.r u rs ir:rprr,;-
d until his de,ith. He .nad,r
.ures of the gra,,e a.td tl ,: eri-
tce to the dungron. Tht' pic.
's and Dr. Covi,:gi.rn's r!'po,'i
here pi'esente(l'
ieveral years ag.) Some gr0upg
'lorida had cla.'.tued tlrai thr

Moultrie eree rra,s toialiy
ccted. and Ogceola's remai[s
ld be taken back to Floride.
:, I decided to lnvestlgate
l reports, and also tearn a
more about Anrerican his-

:rt Moultlie is located or:
'an's Islatrd u'lrich is about
nriles north of Chat'lestor:.

nray reach it, by lollotving
HightvaS' 17 and tu|ning olf
rnat'kecl I'oule lo Sullivan's

L The fori has been tutned
iilian control arr;l ev.:r'J--

can be seen disrtantred
mpiacements, \'acaut har-
and various c(,)t'!rnissio;ied
otr-cornnrissiout:d rrfficr.rs'
tirat are norv beiiig u,icd

nfoltable hou'r,: liiir by r,re
s oI thc labolil.t arrd *']riie
:lasses.

+**
)EOLA'S glave ls; in .r
:assy area direc:!y trr fl'oir!
ormer headquar. l.et's bui.rl-
he gress \t.as rr.centiy
altd the t$'o-foa; iron

fence surrounding the grave has
been freshly painted. A sntall
iron cross is placed at the head
of the glave and on it is in-
scribed 'Osccola, patriot and
r.r'allior', died January 30, 1838.'
Nearb5' is a monttment to severai
soldiels l,ho died at Fort
iVloultrie,

"After lenr;ing the grave I
climbed the cr:rbankment and
explored the dungcon where
Osceola wes helcl captive. It is
a very dark place, but was dry
and the varlous rooms can be
exanrined. *ith the use of a
flashlisht.

"It was Osceola who smashed
the Seminole ernigrafion plan
*ith three blows which.were well
executed: First. one oI the.Semi-
nole leadels, Charley Emathla,
who had agreed to go to Okla-.
homa, was kjlled by orders.of
Osceola. Second, Wiley Thomp-
son, the hated Indian sgent, was
killed by the Seminoles at Fort
King. Third, a company .of
troops under Maj. Francis Dade
was attacked and 10? nren tvere
killed. lfhe Iatter trvo events
took place on Dec. 28, 1835.***

"THE BLOODY Serninole War
t,as starled in tlis manner, and
nrany rrhite men and Indiaus lost
tlreil iives. Osceoia and some
50 Serninoles rvere invited to a
couference on Oct. 21, 1837, and
suddenly seized by the United
States troops acting under Gen-
eral Jessup, Osceola rvas taken
to Fort l\ilarion and ffom tltele
to fort Moultrie. He became ill
frorn a throat ar:d lung infection
and died in January, lB3B.

"It appears to me that judging
flom the cireumstances leadini
to the capture and deatlr of 0s-
ceola and from the exeellent care
that has been taken of tire burial
plot, the lemair:s cf thjs Serni-
nole leader should stay in South
Carolina-"
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Dunnellon Baptist Preacher

lVcs Wild
Town Once

{ 1s=
lffi

JUDGE IUAY l'points a moral"
ln his story today. He cites a
case which marked the awaken-
ing of civic conscienee in the
theu wild and woolly town of
Dunnellon-at least. in one ol
its most rambunctious citizens.
I am assured that the story
lecords actual oesurrences-only
the name of the lrequently drunk
and disordelly individual is
changed, to avoid ernbarrass-
rnent to sut'viving members Of the
family:

"Jack Hanilton was one of tlre
cotorful characters of Dunnellon
in tbe old days. That ls not his
real narne, but it, has an agree-
able ,sound antl will serve the
Durndse. . Jack was rtot, .really
bad, in tlrat he seldom shot any-
body, but he did so on peiiodical
spreeg and often became a nui-
sance.

He had a diminutive rnule,
rvhich would seldom go faster
than a slow trot. That mule was
just lazy, and he did not believe
!:: violent exercise. Jack solil
tailor-made clothes for a iiving,

"lMhen Jack got on a 'teer" he
would drag that rnule to the
dead end of the sandy street and
mounting solemnly, and settiing
himself in the saddle, he would
yell at'the top of his voice: 'At-
tentiort, everTbody! Tailoring
tsilored by the Royal tailors is
tailoring tailqred right! Give meyour sttention! The world is
coming to an end in five minutes!
Are you ready?' And then in a
mild undertone he would mur-
mur"Blou, your nose!'Then Jack
would gallop uildly dorvn the
street. At lcasl lre rvould simu-
late a wildly gallopiug iror.se. but
the snall rnule rvould be barely
moving and Jack rvould let ofi a
n'ild yell at every jump.***

*JACK OFTEN boasted that he
coud do anything that any man
had ever done, no matte!' $'hai,
ald he rvorked it over-time. One
day it l'as lvorse tha[ usual, and
sor;:r of the boys called his haud,
and said he could not walk on tlre
\rater. Jack horvled that if any
nran had ever u'alked on the
u'ater lre could do it. Weli. Chr.ist
rvalked otr the $ater, lVas Chr.ist
a rnan, just like the rest of us?
Weil, he rvas like tlre rest of us
itr the fleslr, but rlas pr.obabit'
tnuclr better rnanDer.ed. So, Jack
said that if Christ \r.alked on the
water', he could do it. Lead hirn
to the river and he rvould show
tlrem.

"It was e cold day aud therc
was plenty of ice, arrd Jack wns

D[. and IIBS. J, H. BREAKEIT

IIRS. ilIAnY SPENCEB CALD.
IYELL contributes to the historY
of the Baptist Chulch in Tampa.
She said: "In your at'ticie on
Baptist history published Sept. 27
I was pleased to see the name of
Dr. J. H. Breaker listed as onr
of the early pastors.

"Dr. Sreaker came to Floride
as an olficer of the Corporation
to Aid Religious and Educational
Activities by building churcher
rnd schools. IIe was from a New
Englaud state, highly educated
and quite wealthy. He remained
here two years, and wbile herc
nrarried Miss Eliza Jane Spencer,
daughter of W. S. Spencer'. From
Tampa they moved to Brooks.
ville, where Dr. Breaker \\'as a!-
sociated rvith Capt. Frcderirk
Dugene L'1'kes and Dr. Sheldon
Stringer', Sr., in religious and
educational t'olk.

"His next call rvas to a \testcrn
distlict, l'ilh headquarters in SL
Louis. A[ the 0utbleak of ttro
Civil War he enlisted Ior selvice
in the .Confedertae arny as a
chaplain, in which selvice he rr.on
glcat distir:ction. hIrs. Breaker
died in St. Louis. as did a daugh-
ter born to thenr.

"Dr. Breaker had trr,o sous b-y
l lorrner mai'riagc rthu also be-
canre lantous in religious sork."

of thern u,ould die if the quarlel
took ils usual coulse, I sug:
gested that atter last niglit's de-
bauclr Jaek rvas in no condition
to take care of hinrself, that he
go horne and sieep and eome out
again in the afternoon. His
hand rvas shaking, but }is face
ttvisted and he said he \r:es 'lf*i -L r.

Osceola's ilrave

:ired Army Officer Finds - illri:J:i*ivlr 'iJi*::'*ill':l
.l+ II7',1 A
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FIRST BAPTIST CHTIRCH OF BROOKSVILLE, FLORIDA

Notes.

From The Sunland Tribune of Tampa, Florida. 19 Januaryl882

Rev. J. H. Breaker is in Brooksville. He preached there on Sunday and will preach in
Tampa on Sunday next.

From The Sunlond Tribune of Tampa, Florido. 26 January1882

Rev. J. H. Breaker, a former resident of this and Hernando County, but who has been

lirring in Missouri for some 12 years, returned here on Saturday on a visit and preached to a large

and appreciative audience in the M. E. Church on Sunday. He also held services Sunday and

Monday nightr. Mr. Breaker is well known throughout South Florida as a very able minister of
the Baptist denomination.

[Source: Tampa City Archives, Tamp4 Florida. "Old Florida Newspapers" microfilm Roll 5.]

FN:WP61\A:BREAKER.NTE DISK 396A

27 lulrj tqqq
Ann Winsion McGinn
(Mrs. Blalr G. Huddart)
22W groadmoor Lane

Spring Hitt, FL 34606.3506
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TA11TPA HDRAID.
TAMPA, FLORID.A.

WEDNESDAy, JUNI ?, 1854.

Our Corrrt Eouse.
Throfugb the kindress of LIr. Breakcr-

contraclor. aud buikler of tlrie uagniffr.:eot

Court Housc, wo are enoblcd to furnisb orrr

readerc with a fuh dcecription of its order,

rizq variour officeq &c. &c.
TIrt buil.fing io 7Q fL 

-loog, by {5 widc,

snd lwo eloriee high. Ths tsL etory ir 12

ft- between joints; the sooond ie f4 f-2 ft.
On the lat floor ic tho City Eall, Judge of
Probate, Clorke', rnd Sberifrs', Olficeq

and Granrl Juront roou. A speeious Eall
crtendn fron tlre Southern entrance ofthe
building, between tho four O{fices to llre
City }Iall. Ou Slre 2ud door ie thc Court-

Room, ,t2 by 46 ft., eud trvo tpacious Jury
rooms, with r passag€ extcnrling from thc
soutb entrance, botweco ibc jury roour !o
thb Court-roorn. A pmjccting Portico, ou

each cnd, thc wbole width of the buildirrg,
aupportc<l by hcary G*cian Columnt- A
double fliglrt of s0airs neeude fronr eech

end oltho tuilding landing or tlre 2ud
lloor of tlro porligo'* l'hc lloof is urount

etl nitlr s Douro and 'fonor, I8 fl iu diaup.
ccr, and 24 ft high, covered rvilh Tio, ur
Zirc. The ertreure beighr of the building,
frour tlre pinnacle of tlro 'I'owcr to the ground
is 68 febi; and the rvhole is being baauti-
fulfy fioislred in a combinatiou of tlrc Ore-

cien, fonic,tnd CoriilLiun Ordet't,
The plau wns drowu by tbe coutrnclor,

Mr. Breaker, rvho lrss ongagorl to erect tbe
building, fior n srrn lees thru $sOoO. The

erccution of tlris contmet, rve att satisfiarl,
wijl tre nttcndod with considorable lqs to
the buildcr, unlese thegpoerosity and liber-

olity of t,he County Courmiesiouer'r.slrall
intcrposo to provent il, For the crerii[ of
our Town and Couuty, wo hopo tbey will,
nnd tlrat loo, with no figgerdly \qd-

tl

Hillsborough County Court House, constructed f854

ff, * Ie

1e.+nui+4r&€;-

HIT II

Original Masonic Lodge Building, cofner of Franklin and Vhiting Stf€el
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