Osceola's Grave

Entrance to Dungeon

Osceola Grave Well Kept,

History Professor Says

DR. JAMES W. COVINGTON,
rofessor of history at the Uni-
arsity of Tampa, works at his
b incessantly. HMHe spends his
«cation periods in research—
uch of the time in Washington
ving through archives in the
rious departments, e is par-
ularly intevested in Florida
story and has gencrously con-
buted articles on his findings
this page. The past Summer

his way to Wagningion he
pped at Charleston, S. C., to
it the grave of Oscuola, Flori-
s most famous {ndi:n, aind the

igeon where he was hupris-

d until his dexth. He mad»
aures of the grave aad tl e en-
1ce to the dungeon. The pic-
s and Dr. Covieziun's repoic
here presentec-
yeveral years ago some groups
‘lorida had cla.wmed that the
Moultrie area was folally
ected and Osceuvla’s remains
Id be taken back to Florida.
;, 1 decided to investigate
: reports, and also learn a
more about American his-

rt Moultrie is located on
7an’s Island which is about
miles north of Charleston.
may reach il by following
Highway 17 and turning off
marked route 1o Sullivan's
The fort has been turned
silian  control and every-
can be seen dismantied
mplacements, vacant bhar-
and various comimissio..ed
on-commissioned officers’
that are now being used
nfortable homu lifs by 1he
s of the laboriny ard white
:lasses.
* % %
CEOLA’S grave Iy in a
rassy area direc:ly i front
ormer headquaviers bui.d-
he grass was recently
and the two-foee iron

ired Army Officer Finds -

Jie XET7°x1 o~

fence surrounding the grave has
been freshly painted. A small

iron cross is placed at the head

of the grave and on it is in-
scribed  ‘Osceola, patriot and
warrior, died January 30, 1838
Nearby is a monument to several
soldiers who died at Fort
Moultrie.

“After leaving the grave I
climbed the e¢atbankment and
explored the dungcon where
Osceola was held captive. 1t is
a very dark place, but was dry
and the various rooms can be
examined with the wuse of a
flashlight.

" “It was Osceola who smashed
the Seminole emigration plan
with three blows which were well

~executed: First, one of the Semi- -
nele leaders, Charley Emathla,
who had agreed to go to Okla-

homa, was killed by orders of
Osceola. Second, Wiley Thomp-
son, the hated Indian agent, was
killed by the Seminoles at Fort
King. Third, a company of
troops under Maj. Francis Dade
was attacked and 107 men were
killed. The latter two events
took place on Dec, 28, 1835.
% * ES

“THE BLOODY Seminole War
was started in this manner, and
many white men and Indians lost
their lives. Osceola and some
50 Seminoles were inviled to a
conference on Oct, 21, 1837, and
suddenly seized by the United
States troops acling under Gen-
eral Jessup. Osceola was taken
to Fort Marion and from there
to Fort Moultrie. He became ill
{rom a throat and lung infection
and died in January, 1838.

“It appears to me that judging
from the circumstances leading
to the capture and death of Os-
ceola and from the excellent care
that has been taken of the burial
plot, the remains of this Semi-
nole !eader should slay in South
Carolina.”

.in his story today.

[ 953

Nou-

Dunnellon

Was Wild

‘Town Once

JUDGE MAY ‘points a moral”
He cites a
case which marked the awaken-
ing of civic conscience in the
then wild-and woolly town of
Dunnellon—at least, in one of
its most rambunctious citizens.
I am assured that the story
records actual occurrences—only

" the name of the frequently drunk

and disorderly individual is
changed, to avoid embarrass-
ment to surviving members of the
family:

“Jack Hamilton was one of the
colorful characters of Dunnellon
in the old days. That is not his
real name, but it has an agree-
able sound and will serve ihe
purpose. .Jack was not really
bad, in that he seldom shot any-
body, but he did go on periodical
sprees and often became a nui-
sance.

He had a diminutive mule,
which would seldom go faster
than a slow trot. That mule was
just lazy, and he did not believe
in violent exercise. Jack sold
tailor-made clothes for a living,

“When Jack got on a ‘tear’ he
would drag that mule to the
dead end of the sandy street and

mounting solemnly, and settling .
“himself in the saddle, he would .

yell at"the top of his voice: ‘At-
tention, everybody! Tailoring
tailored by the Royal tailors is
tailoring tailored right! Give me
your attention! The world is
coming to an end in five minutes!
Are you ready?’ And then in a
mild undertone he would mur-
mur ‘Blow your nose!” Then Jack
would gallop wildly down the
street. At least he would simu-
late a wildly galloping horse, but
the small mule would be barely
moving and Jack would let off a
wild yell at every jump.
* £ 3 *

“JACK OFTEN boasted that he
coud do anything that any man
had ever done, no matter what,
and he worked it over-time. One
dzy it was worse than usual, and
so.uze of the boys called his hand,
and said he could not walk on the
water. Jack howled that if any
man had ever walked on the
water he could do it. Well, Christ
walked on the water, Was Christ
a man, just like the rest of us?
Well, he was like the rest of us
in the flesh, but was probably
much better mannered. So, Jack
said that if Christ walked on the
water, he could do it. Lead him
to the river and he would show
them.

“It was a cold day and there
was plenty of ice, and Jack was
wearing a big overcoat which
clapped around his legs. He led

the wae -
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Baptist Preacher

DR. and MRS. J. H. BREAKER

MRS. MARY SPENCER CALD-
WELL contributes to the history
of the Baptist Church in Tampa.
She said: “In your article on
Baptist history published Sept. 27
I was pleased to see the name of
Dr. J. H. Breaker listed as one
of the early pastors.

“Dr. Breaker came to Florida
as an officer of the Corporation
to Aid Religious and Educational
Activities by building churches
and schools. He was from a New
England state, highly educated
and quite wealthy. He remained
here two years, and while here
married Miss Eliza Jane Spencer,
daughter of W. S. Spencer. From
Tampa they moved to Brooks-
ville, where Dr. Breaker was as-
sociated with Capt. Frederick
Eugene Lykes and Dr. Sheldon
Stringer, Sr., in religious and
educational work.

“His next call was to a Western
district, with headquarters in St.
Louis. At the outbreak of the
Civil War he enlisted for service
in the Confedertae army as a
chaplain, in which service he won
great distinetion. Nirs. Breaker
died in St. Louis. as did a daugh-
ter born to them.

“Dr. Breaker had {wo sons by
a former marriage who also be-
came famous in religious work.”

of them would die if the quarrel
took its usual course. I sug-
gested thal after last night's de-
bauch Jack was in no condition
to take care of himself, that he
go home and sleep and come out
again in the afternoon. His
hand was shaking, but his face
twisted and he said he was all

Seialt -



FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF BROOKSVILLE, FLORIDA
Notes.
From The Sunland Tribune of Tampa, Florida. 19 Januaryl882

Rev. J. H. Breaker is in Brooksville. He preached there on Sunday and will preach in
Tampa on Sunday next.

From The Sunland Tribune of Tampa, Florida. 26 January1882

Rev. J. H. Breaker, a former resident of this and Hernando County, but who has been
living in Missouri for some 12 years, returned here on Saturday on a visit and preached to a large
and appreciative audience in the M. E. Church on Sunday. He also held services Sunday and
Monday nights. Mr. Breaker is well known throughout South Florida as a very able minister of
the Baptist denomination.

[Source: Tampa City Archives, Tampa, Florida. “Old Florida Newspapers” microfilm Roll 5.]

FN:WP61\A:BREAKER.NTE DISK 396A

27 \71«4,«7 19449

Ann Winston McGinn

(Mrs. Blair G. Huddart)

2200 Broadmoor Lane
Spring Hill, FL 34606-3506
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TAMPA HERALD.

TAMPA, FLORIDA.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7, 1854.

Our Court House.
Through the kindness of Mr. Breaker,

contractor and builder of this wagnificent
Court House, we are enabled to furnish our
readers with a fuli description of its order,
size, various offices, &c. &c.

The building is 76 ft. ‘long, by 45 wide,
and two stories high. The 1st. story is 12
ft. between joints; the scoond is 14 1-2 ft.
On the 1st floor is the City Hall, Judge of
Probates, Clerks’, and Sheriffs, Offices,
and Grand Jurors' room. A spacious Hall
extends from the Southern entrance of the
building, between the four Offices to the
City Hall. Ou the 2nd foor is the Court-
Room, 42 by 46 ft., and two spacious Jury
rooms, with a passage extending from the
south entrance, between the jury rooms to
the Court-room. A projecting Portico, on
each end, the whole width of the building,
supported by heavy Grecian Columns. A
double flight of stairs ascends from each
end of the Luilding, landing on the 2nd
floor of tho portigo’s, The Roof is mount-
ed with a Dome and Tower, 18 ft in diame-
ter, and 24 ft high, covered with Tin, or
Zinc. The extreme height of the building,
from the pinnacle of the Tower tothe ground
is 68 feet; and the whole is being beanti-
fully finished in a combination of the Gre-
cian, Jonic, and Corinthian Order's.

The plan was drawn by the contractor,
Mr. Breaker, who bhas engaged to erect the
building, for a suwn less than $5000. The
exccution of this contract, we are satisfied,
will be attended with considerable loss to
the builder, unless the generosity and liber-
ality of the County Commissioner’s. shall
interpose to provent it, For the credit of
our Town and County, we hopo they will,
and that too, with no niggardly hand.

Hillsborough County Court House, constructed 1854

Original Masonic Lodge Building, corner of Franklin and Whiting Street
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